THE 
DissexnTiNG Gentieman's 


TarRD and Lasr 


LETTER 


To THE 
Reverend Mr. HIT E, 


In ANSWER to his 
Two Dexexces of his Tarts LerTERS ; 
in WHICH. 


His MISKEPRESENTATIONS of the Diffenters ar- 

further diſproved. _ 

The PRINCIPLES of . their DISSENT and their OB- 
JECTIONS to Eſtabliſhed Forms are Vindicated and 
Confirmed, _. | | 

The CHURCH of ENGLAND clearly ſhewn to be a 

, merely CIVIL Conſtitution. | 

And the flagrant Abſurdity of Rejecting PRESBYTE- 

RIAN and Admitting POPISH Ordinations is con- 
ſidered and expoſed. 


Stand faſt therefore in the LIBERTY wherewith CHRIST. 


auth male us FREE, and be not again entangled with the 
Yoke of Bondage, Gal. v. 1. 


Wheſoever ſpall be aſhamed of ME and MY WORDS in 
this ſinful Generation, of him aſſo ſball the SON of MAN 
be aſhamed when he cometh in the Glory of his Father with 


the holy Angelc. Mark viii. 28. 


— 


The THIRD EDITION. 
"LOND 9 N Printed, And * 


E656 ——— 


ARM. ion Re- printed by Milliam Dickie, M, DCC. XLIX. 


- * - 1 - - — 
£ 
- oats. —ñ Ar 7 — — 4 a < 
— -- my - 


4 * 


3 


8 eee ME 
S$RCT. 1 
O Church Power aud in whom lodg'd, 
Page 2. 
r 
of the Sacramental Teſt, 10 
S E T. I. 
Of our Conſtitution in Church andStare, 14 
| SECT. IV. 
Of Sponſors inBaptilm, | 20 
er. . „ 
Of Confirmation, 24 
S ECT, VI. 


The Terms of Miniſterial Conformity 
hard and ueſt unrealonable--------- Lay 


Diffent juſtiſied- --The Riſe of the 
Separation, 27 
SECT VII. 
Groſs Miſr-pr eſentations of the Diſſen- 
ters Cortected. 33 


S BC T. VIII. 
Diſſenters not inconſiſtent in lubmiting to 
lome Cercmopies and rejecting others, 40 


SECT, 


CONTENTS. 


SE C-T. IN. 
The egregious Ablurdity of rejecting Preg. 
b3zterzan andadmittingPoprſÞOrdinat ions. 


— 
> 


4 
„ b 
Of the People's Right to chaſe their own 
Paltors, | 53 
SECT. XI. 


The Burial Office and Athanaſian Creed 
manifeſtly inconſiſtent and repugnant to 
one another; yet to both unfeigned Al- 
ſcar and Conlent muſt be given, 59 


4 4 © 
The Scotifh Presbyrtetian Eſtabliſhment 
vindicated, ons 61 
SECT, XN 
Of the Church's Authority iu Controver- 
ſies ot Faith, | 65 
SB CF. XIV. 
Of the Poſturein which our Lord and his 
 Apollleseat the Sacramental Supper. 69 


The 


DissxxrN] Gentrteman's | 


Trp and Lasr 
LE T TEN U. 


HAVE read carefully your t:*9 Defences, and atten- 
tively weighed the Reaſons by which you further preſs 
my 2 onformity to your Church; but muſt ſtill ſay, that 
though Ifeel the Attraction 3 Intereſt ſtrongly 

operating with your Arguments, and giving them great Force; 

Th hire is ſomething mote forcible. which draws a contrar7 

Way. | i 5 | 4 — 
Were I to never Live but in the preſent World, I would 


ſoon become your Convert: But when I confider that the 
Purity, Simplicity, and Liberty of the Gosp EL are a ſacred 
DEPOS1F commited to my Trult ; and that there is an Alle.- 
iance Lowe to CHRIST, as the onlyLawgiver of theChurchs 
r which I muſt ſurely be accountable before him; I cannot 
but think it my Duty, and therefore, upòn the whole, moſt 
certainly my /ntereſt alſo, to continue my Seperai en, thought 
attended with ſome Worldly Diſadvantage and Reproach. 
wy he runes of my * 2 I 2 already lain beſetse the 
orld, to whole Impartial Conſideration the 1 bg 
ſubmitted, But I 8 * 
plain, a great Part of your Letters, This, Indeed, Iv 
done, and ſhall alſo of your Peſenre; 1 Heat Fart: Of bak 
being ſutilous, and of little Moment to the Merits of he ca ,˖õẽj - 
before us. Debates of this kind, I knew, inſenſibly ſwell, 
I remarked therefore, but upon a few of the nam cbnoxi- 
ous Paſſages with which your Letters abound, that greater 
Liberty might be left to preſent you with ſeveral ſtror g, and 


to me unan{werableArguments, for diſſent from your Church 
B which 
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THE 
DisszxnTING GENTLEMANS 


Tump and Lasr . 
LET T E R be. 


SIR 3 £8 
H AVE read carefully your two Defences, and atten- 
| tively weighed the Reaſons by which you further preſs 


my Conformity to your Church; but inuſt ſtill fay, that 
though Ifeel the Attraction of Werlily Intere/t ſtrongly 


operating with your Arguments, and giving them great Force; 


yet there is ſomething more forcible. which draws a cotitrary - 


Way. 


Were I to never Live but in the preſent World, I would 
ſoon become your Convert: But when I conſider that the 
Purity, Simplicity, and Liberty of the Gosp EL are a ſacred 


DEPDOSI＋ commited to my Truſt; and that there is an Alle- 
giance Lowe to CHRIS, as the only Lawgiver of the church; 
for which I mult ſurely be accountable before him; I cannot 
but think it my. Duty, and therefore, updn the whole, moſt 
certainly my /ntereſt alſo, to continue my Seperct on, though 
attended with ſome Worldly Diſadvantage and Reproach. 
The Grounds of my Diſſext I have already lain befexe the 


World, to whoſe Impartia} Conſideration they are Humbly - 
ſubmitted,**But I haveleft-unnotic'd,and vntouch'dyau,com- 5 
plain, a great Part of your Letters, This, Indeed, « Ihave 


done, and ſhall alſo of your Pefente ; a great Tart of bot 
being fatilous, and of little Moment to the Merits of the cauſe - - 


before us. Debates of this kind, I knew, inferfibly ſwell, 

I remarked therefore, but upon a few of the meyy cbnoxi- 

ous Paſſages with which your Letters abound, that greater 

Liberty might be left to preſent you with ſeveral ſtroi g, and 

to me unan{werableArguments, for diſſent from your Church 
B v 
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2 
which you had artfully forborn to mention; and which, tho* 
ſince held up before you and peculiarly urged upon \ 
you turn gravely away from, and will not provok'd to 
encounter their Force. 

I have preſs d you with the Conſtitution and Frame of your 
Church; and have ſhewn you various Points in which its 
Structure and Form was not only quite different from, but ac- 
tualy repugnant te, the Ghurch of JESUS Cur1sT ; conſe» 
quently, that it was not, could not be any dengerexs and 
damnable Schiſm for the Servants of 7eftis Chriſt to ſeparate 
and with-draw from it, as you had raſhly affirmed. But to 
this popular and great Plea you hwe made no Reply at all; 
it ftands before you in full Strength. | | 

This charge of Schifm is ſtill rendered more campleatly 
ridiculous ; by obſerving, That the very Powers which 
alone form*d, and which alone govern your Church, have giv- 
en us Leave to withdraw from it. The very AUTHORITY 
which made your Church, and upon which alone it reſts, hath 
allow'd us to ſet up our /eparate Churches for Worſhip ; and 
hath taken thoſe Churches, and the Worſhip perform'd in 
them, under its immediate protection and Care. 


1 
Of Church Power, and ix whom lodged. 


| H E Iſſue of the phe knots he Church and the 
Diſſenters, Ihave frequently reminded you, and every 
attentive perſonſees depends abſolutely and intirely upon this 
fingle point is there any ether Lawgiver or King in the 
Church of Gop beſides IE SuS CHRIST, or, is there not ? 
Is there Power and Authority veſted in any Man or bedy of 
Men on Earth, to make and to enjoin new Rites of 
Chriſtian Worſhip, and new Terms of Chriſtian'Fellowſhip 
belides what CR IS, the only Lawgiver, hath bimſelf made 
and join'd ; or, is there not? Could you but be engag*d to 
give a plain and direct Anſwer to this one Point, it would ſoon 
end the Debate. But for Reaſons belt known to your ſelf, 
yet very obvious tothe World, you are deaf to my repeated 
Solicitations on this Head; and will not, cannot be eicher 
perſuaded or provetfd to ſpeak, your Sentiments freely and 
openly upon it, 
You ſtrenuouſly contend that there is ſuch à PoE R; but 
are greatly at a loſs, x. Where to place it? And, 2. How 
to limit and conſin e it ? Theſe are te things whichit indeſ- 


perfibly Lies upon you to fix DM and to certain; before 
you can, with any Grace, cenſure our Separation as unjuſti- 
fable and wrong. But tho in multiplying Words, your talent 
is not common, and you expatiate diffuſely upon things of 
little moment; yet here, where the Point lies, and you ſaw, 
and even felt it, you artfully endeavour to evade. However, 
with muchDifficulty, a few Conſeſſions are extorted from you 
which, in Part, ſhew the World your prepoſterous Scheme, 
and which prove you to be really (as I ſhall preſently ſhew ) 
no Advocate for, no Friend at all to, the true Church of 
E We the Church Eſtabliſhed by Law; but to be aSetrayer, 
an Oppugner of it, a dangerousUndermizer of its very Baſis and 
Foundation; and that, if your Principles take place, it muſt 
preſently be overthrown, and its Hierarchy and Frame be 
utterly deſtroy'd. 

For, with regard to the firſt of the above Points, viz. In 
WH OM this Power of making and enjoyning newCeremonies 
and Rites of Worſhip, and new Terms of Communion in the 
Church of Chriſt, is velted You afhrm, 1. Tat bir 

©f NOT in the Civit MAGISTRATE; e has NO SUCH 
% POWER of all, But, 2, Tit in the PasTORsS and 
% GOvERORS of the Church.“ t Now, 

FirsT, If it be xor is the Civit MAGISTRATE, and 
HE has, as you affirm, No SUCH POWER & all; the Con- 
ſequence.is inevitable, that then the preſent eſtab/iſhe1 Chursh 
of England is illegally, unjuſtly, tyranically effab{z/bed: That 
it is an U/urpation npon the Rights of Ghriſtians, and upon 
the civil Liberties of Mankind; and that the very Baſis on 
which it ſtands, with its whole Frame and Conftitution, are 
fundamentaly, eſſentially and notoriouſly wrong. For, 
That the preſent Church of England was conſtituted, form'd 
and eſtabliſh'd by the Civil Magiſtrate, and ox LY by him, 
viz. Q. Eli>, and her Parliament, every Gentleman, not a 
perfect Stranger to our Hiſtory and Conſtitution, indiſputably 
knows. When we talk of the Church Habliſted by Law; 
by what Law, I pray, do we mean eſtabliſned? Is it not by 
a Law enacted by the Crown and Parliament, and enacted by 
no Authority or Power but theirs ? Is not the 4 of Uz:- 
formity the Grand Pillar or Foundation on which the Church 
of England reſts? Was it not hat alone which eſlasliſpe. its 
preſent Liturgy, with all its Ccremonies and Forms ? But by 
whom was that Law made? Wasit not by the Civ: Magiſtrate 
and made by him ene; the Biſhops in the Houſe of Lords 
and the Clergy in convocation Labouring earneſtly againit 
| V9 it 

@ 7 Deſence, p. 28, 19. + Ibid. p. 10. 


it. To fay then, as you fas the Civil Magiſtrate has 
No POWER to decree Ceremonies and Forms of Worſhip, 
is to ſay that the Ac of Uniformity was a tyranical unrighte- 
pus Act: That it was enacted by tho/e who had x o Pow- 
ER 41 all to do it; conſequently, that the Church eſtabliſhed 
by that Law was an unwarrantale Eſtabliſhment, a ſpurious 
illegal Thing. — This 1s the deſtructive Tendency, Sir, 
of your Prnciples and Scheme. Yqu root up Foundations, 
overthrow our Conſtitution ; and demoliſh totally the very 
Church you ſeem zealous to defend; ſa that you never ſpoke 
perhaps, a truer Word than when you were pleaſed to deſerbe 
your ſelf as a ſorry Advocate for the Churck, * | 
But you atk -——— Why are we to regard only the Eſta- 
liſhment of Queen Elizabeth ? Why is King Edward's 

Reformation overlook'd ? + Not for any Advantage which 

you can poſlibly get by it. For in theReformation under that 

Prince alſo, The Majority of the Biſhops and inferior Clergy 

(directly contrary to what you aſſert) Were on the Side of 
PorERY.” | And it was the Parliament alone, without. 
the Co209c4tion, which eſtabliſhed the Reform'd Liturgy and 

Service Book then. 

But at Queen Elizabethes Reformation, when the preſent 
Church was form'd, erected and Eſtabliſhed, you alledge, 
( Though the Bri/hops did indeed, in ſome of her 
„ ficit Years oppoſe the Reformation, which they had before 
„ approv*d, yet they did not /ing fland aut. 9“ That the 


* Defence, p. 128. Your Learned WARBURTON inhis 
Alliance, @c. hanourably and frankly owns,** That the Church 
hath reſigned her INDEPENDENCY, and made the Ma- 
GISTRATE her SUPREME HEAD; without why/e Appre- 
bation aud Allawance ſhe can direct, order and decree nothing 
p. 879. MA: that the Clergy are nau under the Mais- 
TRATE's DireFion, p. 74. 5 5 

Accordingly, an Act in the zd Parliament of Charles II. 
ta Scotlaud, to which all the B:/»ps ͥ concurrẽd, & nonè of the 
I. aity proteſted againſt it, enacts - That the Diſcipline of 
the external Gagernmeat audPolity ef the Church is in lis Ma- 
TESTY and Swcceffors, as en INHERENT RIGHT | the 
C-1w1 ; 611 that the; may ſetile, enact and limit ſuch Conſti- 
tution, Tes and Ord:rs concerning the Alminiſtration of the 
j 


e:terna! Governinent of ths Church and the perſ3ns empley d is 


the fame, aud chu, all eccleſiaſtical Meetings, and Mat- 
tert, 1 be probaſe aud determin'd therein, as they in their 
Noral Wis pon Hall think fri. + IT Defence, p. 140. 
2 Neal*s Hiſt. Pur. Vol. 1. p. 45,5: © 11 Def. p- 140. 
On | , Majority 


- 


; CN 
« Majority of the Biſhops did alle befere approve, or aftar- 
wards comply, is, I believe, quite repugnant to Fact; I but 
whether true or not, is not at all to the Purpoſe * For when 
the Reformation was actually accompliſhed, ' and the Church 
with its Liurgy and Forms was eſtabliſk*d ; their ftanding in 
or out afterward, for a Longer or ſhorter Time, makes nothing 
for your Point. The Work was done without them ;* this 
is all I aſk; this you are forced to grant. The B/hops then 
had no Haud, no Share at all, in making and eſtabliſhing the 
preſent Church of England; but with all their Mig ht oppoſed 
it. It was done by the Civil Magiſtratę( who had O. 
ER, you ſay to do it) and done by him alone. At her 
« Majeſty*s Acceſſion, and even after Religion was Reſtor-d 
i to the ſame ſtate as under King EDwakD, the UN1vER=- 
*© SITIES were /d intirely leſt that there were ſcarce Two of 
« the ſame opinion with the Reformers. As tothe Biſhops 
“ and Clergy (Biſhop Cox adds) they were UNANIMOUS 
% for Pop ER Nin as a Rock, | | 


— 


—— — Stat Clerus Totus, 

Tanquam dura ſilex aut flet Marpeſia Cautes * 

c But if the Reformation was carried on, it was not, ſay yon, 
perfefed without the Biſhops ||. © True, becauſe it was ne- 
ver perfected at all. That glorious Work remains to immor- 
ealife, perhaps, the Name of its preſent Governors. But to 
whatever Perfection it had been at al! brought ſince its firſt 
Eſtabliſhment, it was brought »/y and entirely by the Authori - 
ty of the Crown and Parliament; our excellent Conttitutzon 
acknowleeging No /egiſlative Power or Authority but 
theirs r. | « And 


| Only one B iſhop conform*d himfelf to the Queens commanas, 


and wes continued in his Place ,wvis. Kitehin of Landaft. 
Fullers* Ch, Hiſt. B. ix. p 59. and B. vii. p. 414. 
Neal's Review, Cc. p. 58. Vide alſo Fuller's Ch. Hiſt, 
B. ix. p. 56. I Def. p. 139. | 
+ Synods and Convecaticus have in all Ages of the Church 
ſeldom done good; often much hurt; have generally ob- 
ſtructed not promoted Reſyrmation; which hath moſily been 
carried on by Lay-Councils and Hands. The Sentiments 
of a Learned Father, who had ſeen much of theſe Church- 
proceedings, may not be unworthy to be here remember*d, 
Sic ſentio, ſiverum fe ribendum eſt, c. My Opinion is th, 
if Ienay Le allswed io ſprak the Truth : that all CONVER. 
119 Ns Ie Bilksps are ts be aue. Fer 1 reer ſaw 


ay 


| ( 6 
ve And as for the XXXIX 2 theſe, you alledge, 
were ſame Years after paſſed in a Convacation o the Biſhops 
and Clergy $. © Whether they were paſſed in a Convocation 
or not, with regard to their Authority, is of no Moment at 
all. Their unanimous Aſſent, adding not the leaſt Grain 
to their Obligation on the Subject; nor Heir molt zealons 
Diſſent in the leaſt detracting from it. But did not your 
Heart ſmite you, Sir, at the very Mention of tho/e ArTt1- 
CLES; the XXXIVthof which declares expreſly againſt you. 
Fat your Ch:rch-Ceremonies were ORDAINED by the 
Authority of the CIVIL MaG1STRATE. The ſame alſo 
your XXXth Canon.* You have ſeveral Times ſubſcrib'd 
the Truth of this Article, and ſworn to this Cann. With 
what countenance then durſt you thus publickly oppugn and 
Contradict it; and in open Defiance of our Articlet and Sta- 
tutes, our Conſtitutions and Canons, and your own repeated 
Subſcriptions, preſumptuouſly declare, — = Thet the CIVIL 
MAGISTRATE bat xo POWER mr AUTHORITY AT 
ALL to decree Ceremonies in Religion? Do you ſolemnly 
ſubſcribe one thing, and publickly teach another? Where is 
the Conſiſtency and 8 of this? But let us ſee where 
you lodge this Power, 
SECONDLY, They are the Church's PasTORs and 
GOVERNORS, whom you are fplenſed to inveſt with it 1; 


that is, I {ſuppoſe you mean (for you are extremely ſhy of EK - 


plications) zts BisHoPs and CLERGY, But you have not 
deign'd to ſhew me one Text of Scripture, nor one Statute 
or Ac of Parliament which veſts them with this Power. 

I bave ſhewn you ſeveral of both, which expreſly diveſts 
them of it, and utterly deny them any ſuch Juriſdiction or 
Authority at all. But for once we will grant you, That 
theſe PasTORS and GOVEHER N ORS have Juthority from GOD 
ta make M E w Ceremonies and Rites, and to ordain inCHR15ST'S 


any good creme of any SYNOD 3 nor that it did not much more 
Miſchief that it hindered. For Truth, in ſuch Aſſembles, is 
generally born down by a Spirit of Strife and vain-Glory. 
Greg. Nazian. Epiſt. ad Procop. bid. p. 140. 
*« We hold it the part of every private Man, both Mi- 
niſter and other, reverently to retain the uſe of the Cere- 
monies preſcrib'd by Publick Authority; conſidering that 
things of themſelves indifferent do, in ſome ſort, alter their 
Natures, when they are either commanded or forbiden by 2 
Jawfull MAGIST RATE; and may not be ommited, at every 
Man's plcafare, centrary to the Law, © Canon xxx. 
+ Def. p. 10. 
| Chures 


ccc 2e 


| „ 
Church x Rx w Terms of Connunien Tell me then; is 


this Power vetted /olely and only in the Bis HOS; or, muſt 
their Deans and Chapters act in Concert with them? Has 
every Biſhop, within his Dioceſe, this Power from GOD to en- 
join new Ceremonies and Rites ; or, may his Archbiſhop con- 
oul him ? This Latter, I ſuppoſe, not: For Archbiſbeps, 
you own, not to be of pyſtc/ic, but modern Inſtitution ; 
whereas Biſhops, it ſhould ſeem, are the lineal Succeſſors and 
Repreſentatives of the Apoſtles ; in whom therefore the ap- 
folic Power of governing the Churches reſts. This then 
which is of divine, ought not to be controul*d by that which 
is but of /ofe and Human Inſtitution. The Biſhop then 
ofevery Dioceſe, as its Paſtor and Governor, has Authority 
from GOD to decree in his Church, what Ceremonies and 
Kites ſoeyer, and to make what Terms of Communion, he 
thinks edifying and fit. Nor has any neighbouring Biſhop, 
no nor any power upon Earth, Authority to controul him: 
For as the Apoſtles were all eqaa/, ſo muſt their Succeſſors 
the BIS Hor s, alſo be: And as the former were not accounts- 
'ble to any temporal Prince for their Iuriſdiction in the Church 
of CuRIS, the ſame exemption alſo may their Deſcendants 
and Repreſentatives claim. How excellent a Scheme of Go- 
vernment and holy Diſcipline this ! With what Beauty and 
Uniformity, Unity and Peace is it calculated to bleſs the 
Church! as we ſhall preſe ntly ſee. But, | 
Tr1RDLY, Acknowledging this high Power to be really 
yeſted in the Church's Bishops, as GOVERNORS and PAS- 
TORS of it, I again aſk, How Far aves it extend? Is it 
limited or unlimited? May they enjoin whatever RITES 
THEY think decent and ornamental; and decree whatever 
Ceremonies or new Terms of Communion Tx = r judge 
conducive to the Edification and Benefit of the Church ? 
As they have new, in the Church of Exgland, decreed, we 
will fay, fear. only, to give additional Beauty and Splendor 
toits publick Worthip ; may they not, if they think it con- 
ducive further to this worthy End, decree four, or even forty, 
more ? Yes, and make that forty, four hundred, if they 
5 to think them a %u, and to promote Decency and 
Order in the worſhip of their reſpective Flocks. — But 
do you not plainly fee, Sir, how dangerous a Power this |. 
A Power which, in all Ages, hath proved the Bone of the 
Chriſtian Church! A Flood-gate which hath let in an hor- 
rible and filthy Deluge of Animoſities .Corruptions and Su- 
perſtitions upon it ! Hence ſprung that enormous Mats 
of profane and fooliſh Rites, which, to the Scandal of the 
Ghriffian Name, now grievouſly orpreſs both the Greet 2 
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he Remish Churches. One good Biſhop, or perhaps Junto | 
of Biſhops, taking it into his Head that there ought to be a 
Trine-Immerſion in Baptiſm ; another the Signation of the 
Cra; another an Undtian with Oil? another Milt and 
Honey, Impoſition of Hands. immediatety after it; another 
Tnſufflation or Breathing upon the Perſon's Face to exorciſe 
the Devil; another washing of Hands before Prayers 
thus praying towards the Eat; Sponſors in Baptiſm ; kneel- 
ing at the Lord's Supper; firſt the Veneration, then the 
Adoration of Relicks ; Images erected, firſt only as Memo- 
rials, thence quickly ſliding into Objects of Religious Wor- 
| ſhip : Thus, I fay, that Inundation of abominable Corrup- 
tions, which at preſent overwhelms both the Greek and Ro- 
ig Churches, gradually came in at this very Breach which 
you are now zealouſly maintaining, namely, #he Bishep's 
POWER: to decree Rites and Ceremonies in the Church. 

*Tis a moſt dangerous and inpor tant POWER; not fit to 
be truſted, and therefore, we may be aſſur'd, never was truſt- 
ed with any fallialle uninſpired Men. JESUS CHRIS T, ſure- 
ly the SUPREME Biſbop and ONLY Head of his Church, 
well knew what /n/titut;ons were moſt for its Edification ; 
and what Ceremonies and Rites would beſt promote the Order 
and Decency of its Worſhip ; arid either by himſelf, or by 
his infpir'd Apoſtles, has left a Perfect Plan of both. For 
any weak and uninſpir'd Men therefore to riſe up in after- 
Ages, and fancy they can improve the Scheme of Worſhip 
which CHRIST hath left; that they. can add greatly to its 
Beauty, its Splendor and Perfetion by ſome Ceremonies of 
their own, is, to be ſure, a rude Invaſion of CHRIST*s 
Throng, which every ſober Chriſtian ought highly to deteſt. 

But with great Acutneſs you obſerve, That tho“ theſe. 
© CHURCH-GOVENORS have Power to decree Ceremonies - 
% and Kites, vet not Fopperies and Superſtitions.” This 
is extremely pleaſant ! But when Taſk you, by what Crite- 
rion to diſtinguiſh Fites from. Fopperies, and Ceremonies 
from Superſtitions, you will not, and no Wonder, ſatisfy my. 
Cariaſity. For I defy all the common Senſe and Ingenuity © 
| of the Nation (to borrow one of your own Expreſſions to 

ſhew the Cenſecration of Earth to cover the Body when dead 

io be an edifying and decent Rite; but the Conſecration . 

Hater to ſprinkle it when /:ving to be a ridiculous and foo - 

liſh Foppery. I defy any Man upon Earth to ſay why Spit- 

tie andSa/t inBaptiſm are not as inſtrutingCeremonis as the Þ 

Sign of” the Croſs? mms And, why a Biſhop has not as. 

much Power, according to ancient Cuſtom, ta *exorci/e the 


Devil before Baptiſm, as to /ay on Hands after it (as you 
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. 
fay 5 does in Confirmation) to impar: the Graces of the Holy 
Ghoſt. | 

SUPERSTITION, Sir, is ever reſtleſs, inſatiable incroach- 
ing; every good Biſhop will be ambitious of adding ſome 
Rite or Ceremony of his own to beauty divine Worſhip, 
and render it more brilliant. Thus when your Holy Biſho 
Land was Governor of this Church, you had lighted Candles 
upon its Altars; Copes of Maſf-Prieſts with Crucifixes and 
Images of the Trinity upon them ; conſecrated Knives to cut 
the Sacramental Bread; Incenſe Pots, Caniſters for Wafers 
lined with Cambrick Lace, with a deal of other Furni- 
ture, all olſemnly CONSECRATED for the ſervice of 4/migh- 
ty GOD, and for the Comfort, Inſtruction, and Edification 
of his Church; to exalt and enliven the Beauties of Holineſs 
therein. And had it not been for the noble and heroic 
STAND againſt this Rite-maling Spirit which the Puritans 
and their Succeſſors have all Along made, there is little reiſon 
to doubt, that the Church of England, by this Time, had 
fallen little ſhort in theſe holy Decorations and additional 
$plendors of the Church of Moſcow or of Rome. 
I have dwelt the longer upon his, becauſe it is undoubt- 


edly, the Capita/ and Fandamextal Point on which the debate 


betwixt the Church and the Diſ/enters entirely turns. Prove 
your Church, Sir, to have this Power and Authority from 
GOD which ſhe exerciſes and Claims, a FOWER to decree 
new Rites and Ceremonies in Chriſtian Worſhib, to make new 
Terms of Communion, and to determine Controverſies of Faith, 

and you need give yourſelf no farther Trouble; alt 
other things in Controverſy, Sponſors, Abſolutiay, the Sa- 


eramental Teſt, and every other thing fhalt immediately be 


given up. Make good but this one Point, and if your Church 
commands us to ſign our ſelves a/l over with a ſignificant and 
inſtructive C, we will reverently do it, If it bids us 
worſhip towards the Eaſt, and to think the omnipreſent 
DEITY tobe more there than in the Weſt ; and to bow at the 
Name of Jeſus; we will humbly ſubmit ; ------------ or, it it 
requires us to believe, that an amorous Devil was forc'd away 
from his beloved Maid by the Fumes of a Fiſh's Liver; or 
that the vileſt Wretch that lives, if the King gives him a Poſt 
has a Ripbt to eat at the Lord's Table, and that when he dies 
he reſts in CHRIST, and is taken to GOD in mercy; we will 
roundly believe it all., There is nething your Church cam 
injein or decree but you will fnd the Diſenters dutifully 
ſabmiting to it, when you have once clearly ſhewn it to have 
this POWER from GOD; and have told us plainly, and 
without Reſerve, wha: you mean by the CHURCH ; and 


9 have 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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lumately ri 
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have diſtinctly — out WHO the Perſons are in who 
es 


this Power rel: 


But it is 2 and Low Trifling, Sir, and indeed con- 

iculous to talk of the CHURCH's Juri 
diction and Authority over DISSENTERS, of the 
' Subjection we 5we 1T,of the DAMNABLENESS of the 
« Sin of refuſing Oledieuce to 1t „When you have not, 
durſt not, cannot openly and plainly tell us WHO and what 
it is you mean by the Church? Or WHO the Perſons are 
to whom God hath committed this High and important Truſt 
————=A4s it the King and Parliament; or, 's it not 
Is it the Clergy met in Conyocation, or, is it not? Is - 
it each Biſhop in his reſpective Dioceſe ; by himſelf alone, 
or in Conjunction with his Clergy ; or, is it not? Is 
it the whole Body of Chriſtian People, the Congregation of 
the Faithfull; or, is it not? Open your ſelf freely, Sir, 
and dont be afraidsf TRUTH, TRUTH will never hurt 
you; it is a moſt innocent and Lovely thing; it may rob 
you of ſome Emeluments and Peſſ eng of a Worldly nature 
but be aſſur?d it wilt give you SOMETHING more ſubſtantial 
in their ſtead. Be ingenious then, and tell Diſſenters —-= 
in whom GOD hath lodged %%, POWER to which they owe 
Subjection, and by revolting from which they are guilty of a 
dangerous and damnable Sin. If you Write again, but will 
not explain yourſelf diſtinctlyj on this Point, you yield the 
Cauſe to us before the World. You make it evident that 
you Write neither for OUR, or your own Conviction 3 but 
that you have ſomething elſe in view beſides finding out Truth. 
That ſomething perhaps, you may find ; but it will continue 
with you but for a Moment ; whereas, if you find and do the 


WILL of GOD, it will give you a Poſſeſſion that will endure 
FOR EVER. 


Of the SACRAMENTAL TEST. 


HAT the Law called The TEST, is not, as you 
ſuggeſt, the innocent Occaſian auly, but the plain, the 
notorious, the Cr/pasle Gays of thoſe Proſtitutions of the 
#;'y SACRAMENT, ulis] you ſay, “ you ſee with CON- 
CERN; what room can there be for any rational Doubt? 
For does not the very Deſign and Intent of that Law, at leaſt 
{4 tis now apply*d, proſtitute and pervert the Sacrament t) 
an Uſe not only different from, but directly repugnant to 
IHA for which it was inſtituted and defign'd by JESUS 
ET CHRIST 


| 1 

CHRIST ? The Chriſtian Los enjoins it as a Mean, 
and with Intent, to unte and coate/e? Chriſtians, The 
Teſt-Law injoins it as a Mean, and with Intent, to di/crimi- 
nate and divide them. For the Miniſters of JESUS CHIST 
then to be Advocates for a Law which proſtitutes and per- 
yerts an holy SACRAMENT of his Keligion 3 yea, a Law 
which makes Themſelves the very Inſtruments and T::ls of 
this ſhamefull Proſtitution; is ſuch a Violation of their 
Character, ſuch a proſtitution of their Sacred Office, ſuch 
Betraying the /o/emn Truſt commited to them by GOD, for 
which they muſt give account to the Chief Paſtur at his com- 
ing, as cannot but greatly ſhock an attentive Beholder ; and 
as ſhould give, methinks, extremely painfull Apprehenſions 
to themſelves. | 

% Theſe Preſtitutions, you aſſure us, you do ſes with CON- 
% CERN; but yet cannot be for e REPEAL, beciuſe 
« you think it inconſiſten: with the Preſe; vation of the 
© CHURCH.” * What Church alas! muſt that be which 
cannot be preſerved but by an acknowledg'd Proſtitution and 
Perverſion of an holy Sacrament ! Sure, not the Church of 
CHRIST. Let not Chriſtians do Evil, that Good may come; 
ſuch carnal and Corrupt Policy ever defeats it ſelf; and its 
Condemnation is juſt +. 

You correct me for ſaying, — That by the Force of this 
Law Multitudes of needy Perſons are compel/'d to cane tat 
Lord's Talbe, and cry, * GOD forbid ! that the temp- 
« tations even of Poverty and Want ſhoald be eſteem'd to 
* have the Nature of Force and Compulſion — for in 
« that Caſe they would have 10 Cuilt at al! upon their 
« Confciences.” So then, you can bring off, I find, the 
young Adulterer from any Guilt with his /ewd M , Prec. 
vii. 21. becauſe with the Flattery of her Lips fhe forced bim. 
I thought I bad Written to a Batchelor of Divinity; to 
Gentleman no Stranger to Scripture Language, and who 
knew what it meant, when the King Commands #is Serngut, 
to COMPEL the Cuelt to come in, Luke xiv. 23. For the 
like uſe of the Word cempel, you may pleaſe to conſult Galas. 
li. 14. vi 12. See allo Lui? xiv. 18. 20. in the Ori- 
ganal. - -- * 

That the Pricſ has no Power to ref the Lord's Supper 
to the 7i/eſt Perſon that demands it as a Qualiſication for a 
Poſt, you care not to admit, and aſk, — — © 1s there any 
Lau which forbids the Curate to repel] him from the Lex ./*, 
Table 4?” Yes, by equitable Conſtruction of the Law 

* 11 Def. p. 8. + Rom. ui. 8. 
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called the Teſt, moſt certainly there is: For the /ame Law 
which requires, under ſevere Penalties, all Perſons in Poſts 
to receive the Lord's Supper according to the Uſuage of the 
Church of England, does, by indiſputable Conſequence, re- 
quire ſome one to give it. If it auſt be received by them, It 
muſt ſurely be given to them. To ſuppoſe the Legiſlature 
to have o8/:dg*d them, under heavy Pains, to partake of the 
holy Sacrament ; but to have -b/:4g*d4 none, upon their de- 
mand, to adminiſter it to them, is to ſuppoſe it acting a moſt 
abſurd and unjuſtifiable Part; which is nat to be imagin'd. 
Ibo then is the Perſon to whom, according to Law, a Man 
that wants the /acramenta/ Qualification is to apply for that 
Service? Undoubtedly his Parish Prieſt, who is appointed 
and paid by Law for the Performance of the ſeveral Offices 
which the State requires ofhim, of which 74s is plainly one. 
Whatever Power therefore the Rubric gave the Curate to 
repel open Evit-LIVERS from the Table of the LORD 
before the Teſt- ict took place, in Caſes of Qualification, it 
js now unqueſtionably ſuper/eZed, and the Rubric virtually 
repeal*d, For when anew Law injoins what is repugnant to 
an old, that old Law is to be conſidered as fo far ſet aſide. 
And as for the Damages to which the Prieſt is liable to be 
F* condem led for the Refuſing the Sacrament, '” theſe the Law, 
«tis preſum*d, will give according to the L, which the 
Perſon can make appear hehath ſuſtained by thatRefuſal; which 
in many Caſes may be great; more than the Prieſt is worth. 
The Oath of Abjaration you eſteem quite a Parallel to 
the Sacramentat Teſt ; and urge, that if one ſhould be repeal- 
ed becauſe it lays Men under violent Temptations to prolti- 
tute their * Ae ; ſo alſo ought the other .“ No; the 
Caſes, if duly weigh'd, will be found to differ widely. An 
oATH f Fidelity to the Government that employs us in 
Poſts of Influence and Power, is a Security or Pledge evi- 
dently founded in the Reaſon of Things; it has been the 
Practice immemorial of all Civiliz'd Nations; its Neceſſity, 
or great Expedience, manifeſtly ariſes fram the Nature of 
Civil Government; it is therefore reaſonably preſum'd to be 
the Mill and Inſtitution of GOD the Author of Civil Govern- 
ment; and inſtituted for Pufpoſes of a political or civil kind. 
Here is no Proſtitution then, no Perverſion of this ſacred 
R1TE, when thg Oath is tender'd to a Man at His Entrance 
apon a Poſt of Tralt ; and if a needy Jacobite takes it, to 
the Pollution of his Conſcience, bimſelf only can be dlam'd : 
The Law that ordered it is clear. But, can any of this be 
Sid cgacerniag the SACRAMENTAL Teſt? Hath 118 
Mn + Def. p. 6. | 


been 
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been an Inſtrument for the Support of Gi Government iu 
the greateſt, moſt flouriſhing and wiſeſt Empires of the Earth ? 
Hath GOD, the Author of Civil Government, given the lealt 
Intimation of his intending it ſuch a Guard? Had Cn RisT 
the Inſtitutor of this Rite the leaſt Intention or Deſign that it 
ſhould be thus uſed and applied; be made an Engine and 
Tool of State; an Inſtrument to diſcriminate betwixt 
Chriſtian and Chriſtian ; to lift me to Poſts of Power in the 
Kingdoms of this World ; and to lay upon ethers ( Men 
equally virtuous) Brands of Odium and Diſgrace? Had he 
not unqueſtionably a quite con TRAR YDefign ? You know, 
Sir, that he had, Does he look then with Plcaſare down, 
think you, upon the Kingdom and Church, where he fees his 
Neme and his [nſ{:tations thus openly violated, perverted, 
rofaned ; his Prieſts liking to have t %; approving, eſpou- 
2 , defending the AB USE? I own, I cannot think it; 
ſhould any Man expreſs a fear that %ig is not the leaſt of 
thole national Six s which expoſe us to Divine Diſpleꝛſure; 
that it is a public Violation of thatRi cuTEouUSNESS nA 
PIETY which alone can exalt a People; a Blemiſh, a Diſ- 
eaſe which preys upon the Body Politic ; and, if it does not 
threaten its Diſſolution, yet greatly impairs its Strength :I 
confeſs I could not prove his Fears Suferſtit;5us or weak. 
For if tae Church of Cor1NnTH was ſeverely chaſten'd for 
not making a due Diſtincti on betwixt theSacramert and their 
common Meals, and not eating it AS the LorD's Caper 3 
I ſee not but the Church of ENGLAND may have ſome- 
thing alſo to ſ-ur, for thoſe Perverſions and Proftitutions 
which, you own, vo /ze with Concern ; for its uſing this 
Sacrament not bu 4 not according to, but directly againſt its 
primitive Inſtitution; to a Purpoſe, and for an End which 
quite oppoſes and /ubverts one principal Deſign for which 
our Divine Maſter appointed this /acred Rite. 80 EL. 
ſaw wgthCencern the Corruptions of his Sons, and their PR o- 
STITUTIONS of holy Things; but becauſe he took not ei- 
fectual and proper Meaſures to prevent them: You have 
ſeen alſo how awful and ſevere a Stroke they drew upon hi- 
Houſe, 1 Sam, ii. 12. by 
High Offices and Court Employments, I have acknow- 
ledg'd, might be apt to corrupt Diſſenters ; as every one 
knows them to have this Influence upon the human Mind; 
though as a B71iton therefore and a Chriſtian J with earneſtly 
the REPEAL, yet as a Diſſenter I profeſs no Solicitude about 
it. © But I ought not then, you ſay, fo ſrenucuſly to plead 
for their being admitted to ſuch Employments, but to be ve- 
co ſolicitous avarnf? it.“ Review, Sir, in leſs Haſte, and 
you 
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called the Teſt, moſt certainly there is: For the ſame Law 
which requires, under ſevere Penalties, all Perſons in Poſts 
to receive the Lord's Supper according to the Uſuage of the 
Church of England, does, by indiſputable Conſequence, re- 
quire ſome one to gipeit. If it mult be received by them, It 
muſt ſurely be given to them. To ſuppoſe the Legiſlature 
to have oblidgꝰd them, under heavy Pains, to partake of the 
holy Sacrament; but to have :#/4g<4 none, upon their de- 
mand, to adminiſter it to them, is to ſuppoſe it acting a moſt 
abſurd and unjuſtifiable Part; which is nat to be imagin'd. 
IVho then is the Perſon to whom, according to Law, a Man 


that wants the /ecramenta/ Qualification is to apply for that | 


Service? Undoubtedly his Parish Prieſt, who is appointed 
and paid by Law for the Performance of the ſeveral Offices 
which the State requires of him, of which 45 is plainly one. 
Whatever Power therefore the Rubric gave the Curate to 
repel open Evit-LIVERS from the Table of the LORD 
before the Teſt-.14 took placę, in Caſes of Qualification, it 
js now unqueſtionably ſuper/eZed, and the Rubric virtually 
repeai*d, For when anew Law injoins what is repugnant to 
an old, that old Law is to be conſidered as ſo far ſet aſide. 
And as for the Damages to which the Prieſt is liable to be 
K condemned for the Refuſing the Sacrament, theſe the Law, 
«tis preſum*d, will give according to the Lr, which the 
Perſon can make appear hehath ſuſtained by thatRefuſal; which 
jn many Caſes maybe great ; more than the Prieſt is worth. 
4 The Oath of Alj ration you eſteem quite a Parallel to 
the Sacramentat Teſt ; and urge, that if one ſhould be repeal- 
ed becauſe it lays Men under violent Temptations to proſti- 
tute their Conſciences ; ſo alſo ought the other .“ No; the 
Caſes, if duly weigh'd, will be found to differ widely. An 
oaTH of Fidelity to the Government that employs us in 
Poſts of Influence and Power, is a Security or Pledge evi- 
dently founded in the Reaſon of Things ; it has been the 
Practice immemorial of all Civiliz'd Nations; its Neceſſity, 
or great Expedience, manifeſtly ariſes from the Nature of 
Civil Government ; it 1s therefore reaſonably preſum'd to be 
the Miil and Iuſtitution of GOD the Author of Civil Govern- 
ment; and inſtituted for Pufpoſes of a political or civil kind. 
Here is no Proſtitution then, no Perverſion of this ſacred 
R1TE, when thg Oatz1s tender'd to a Man at his Entrance 
apon a Poſt of Truſt; and if a needy Jacobite takes it, to 
the Pollution of his Conſcience, þ1n/elf only can be blam'd : 
The Law tnat ordered it is clear. But, can any of this be 
aid cgacerniag the SACRAMENTAL Teſt? Hath 118 
| + Dei. p. 6. 


been 
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been an Inſtrument for the Fi. port of Crv;] Government iu 
the greateſt, moſt dcorithing and wiſeſt Empires of the Earth? 
Hath GOD, the Author of Civil Government, given the lealt 
Intimation of his intending it ſuch a Guard? Had CHRIS N 
the Inſlituior of this Rite the leaſt Int entian or Deſign that ir 
ſhould be thus uſed and applied ; be made an Engine and 
Tool of State; an Inſtrument to % eriminute betwixt 
Chriſtian and Chriſtian ; to lift ye to Poſts of Power in the 
Kingdoms of this World; and to lay upon ethers (Men 
equally virtuous) Brands of Odium and Diſgrace? Had he 
not unqueſtionably a quite con TRAR YDefign ? You know, 
Sir, that he had, Does he look then with Plcaſare down, 
think you, upon the Kingdom and Church, where he fees his 
Name and his [nſ{:tati9ns thus openly violated, perverted, 
profaned ; his Prieſis liking to have %½ ; approving, eſpou- 


ling, defending the ABucE? I own, I cannot think it; 


and ſhould any Man expreſs a fear that %ig is not the leaſt of 
thole national SIN s which expoſe us to Divine Dilplezfvre ; 
that it is a public Violation of that Rif EOUSN ESS nl 
PIETY which alone can exalt a People; a Blemiſh, a Diſ- 
eaſe which preys upon the Body Politic ; and, if it does not 
threaten its Diſſolution, yet greatly impa irs its Strength : I 
confeſs I could not prove his Fears Suferſt/ii5us or weak. 
For if tae Church of CokIiN TH was /everely chaften'd for 
not making a due Diſtincti on betwixt theSacramert and their 
common Meals, and not eating it AS the LorD's Supper 3 
I ſee not but the Church of ENGLAND may have ſome- 
thing alſo to ſ-vr, for thoſe Perverſions and Proftitutions 
which, you own, you ſee with Comern ; for its uſing this 
Sacrament not only nat according to, but directly againſt its 
primitive Inſtitution; to a Purpoſe, and for an End which 
quite oppoſes and /ſubverts one principal Deſign for which 
our Divine Maſter appointed this /acred Rite. So EL! 
ſaw wgthCencern the Corruptions of his Sons, and their PRO- 
STITUTIONS of yvoly 7. | ix - butbecauſche took not e- 
fectual and proper Meaſures to prevent them: You have 
ſeen alſo how awful and ſevere a Stroke they drew upon bi: 

Houſe, 1 Sam, ii. 12. * 
High Offices and Court Employments, I have acknov - 
edg'd, might be apt to corrupt Diſſenters ; as every one 
knows them to have this Influence upon the human Mind; 
though as a Briton therefore and a Chriſtian J with earneſtly 
the REPEAL, yet as a Diſſenter 1 profeſs no Solicitude about 
't. © But I ought not then, you fay, fo ſtrenicn/7y to plead 
ior their being admitted to ſuch Employments, but to be vo- 
5 ſchicitous 2varnf? it,” Review, Sir, in I:{s Haſte, and 
you 
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vou will find, I am ſo far from pleading ſtranucuſiy for their 


Admiſhon to ſuch Employments, that F have not ſo much as 
pleaded for it at a//, All I plead for is, the Removal of the 
Irc apacity under which they unju/t[;Lie ; the breaking a diſ- 
gracefull Yoke which the Teſt hath put upon their Necks j 
and the Reſtoring them to their native Freedom and Honour 
and Right. That the Sz2te may have Liberty, if it thinks 
it needs their faithfull Services, to avail it ſelf of them; and 
chat it be left to their Liberty, their Virtue, their Choice, 
either to accept or Refuſe Poſts of Truſt under the Govern- 
ment; and that they may not ſtand branded and ſtigmatiz .d 
before the World as Perſons incapable and unworthy of ſuch 
Truſts. t 55 5 PX 


s EC T. II. 


r CONSTITUTION inthe Church and State. 


O U ſeem a little diſpleaſed at my doubting ©* Whether 
the Church were an eſſential and an half Part of our 
„% CONSTITUTION ? and whether Church and State here 
in England are fo incorporated and united as that, Like the 
*© married Pair, they muſt ſtand or fall together? And Al- 


A 


«* ledge that in all the Converſation as well as in the Writ - 


4c ing of Di/-nters and others, we read and hear continually 


* of the ecc/e/ra/ticul as diftinguiſhed from the civil . agg 
< tion; Yea, even from the Throne and both Houſes of 
e | | | Parliament 


In the late excellent Co MME NT on Farburton's Alliance, 


* 


Ec. the Paſi:ge of my ſecond Leter, to which this refers, 


is not only miſtaken, but not faithfully and exactly quoted. 
In the Letter it ſtands thus, p. 375 & Though I think 


THIS Law a mt unrighteous Keſtraint upon us and an un- 


« d:ubied Violation of our natural Rights ; yet I am far from 
& being perſwaded hat ts REPEAL would be of the leaſt 
Service to our Intereſt as DisSENTERS. I doubt, and 
cc have often thwght, there is tio muchTrath in what you ſap, 
« That high Truſts and Court-Employments would be ex- 
<< tremely apt to corrupt us; and that it would really rather 
* injure then ſirengthen our Intereſt, I have never thereſsre 
&© gr aDtSSENTER been at all ſolicitous for the REPEAL.” 
Note, This is expreſs*d only as a Doubt or Sufpicion; 

but the Author of that COMMENT hath made it ſay in 


* 


poſitive and ſtrong Terms (p. 123) © That a Refedl of 


the TEST and CORPORATION Ad, wort] l 
2 
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| : 0-2 
« parliament we often hear of =. Conſtitution in Qureb 
« and State f.“ But diveſt yourſelf, for a Moment, of werla- 
ly Attatchments, which inſenfibly warp the Mind, and you 
will ſee it, I believe to be a very rational Doubt, For our 
ecclefraſtical, however commonly diſtinguiſh*d by Sounds, I 
have fully proved in my firſt Letter, (p. 21----34, to whick 
you have not preſum'd to make the leaſt Reply) as alſo in 
the Beginning of this Letter, to be really no other than a 
tivi! Conſtitution ; a Syſtem or Frame contrived, diſpos*d 
| | and 


be infurtous tothe Intereſt of Proteſtant Diſſenters; or, that 

Ian perſuaded it would rather injure than ſtrengthen our 

Intereſt.** which is giving the Paſſage a very different turn. 

And when that Gentleman aſks, ---**Is there an ab/o/ute In- 
te capacity of being virtuous in high Stations?“ I Anſwer, 
No: But if there be a great danger of being vitious ; this 
will juſtify furely an /ndifference; alVon- ſolicitude about them; 
and will excuſe at leaſt, a Doubt, a Fear as to the Event. 
And when he further afks, -- -— © Would any Man think 
“ his conduct juſtifiable, ſhould he re/7/2 a Large Eſtate mere- 
“ ly becauſe of the greater Danger of his being corrupted 
« by it?“ I Anſwer, 1. There have been Inſtances of ſuch 
Refuſal recorded, and, perhaps, juſtly, as Inſtances of heroic 
Virtue, But, 2. To REFUSE it when offer*d, is a thing ex- 
tremely different from being Sol Iicirovs 79 obtain it. 
Public Offices and Truſts, when offered by thoſe in Power, 
ought not to be reſiſed by ſuch as think themſelves capable 
of rightly diſcharging them ; becauſe this would be to reject 
an Opportunity of Public Service, to which their Country 
calls them. But this may be done without a Solicitude to 
-procure them. : 

The Paſſage on which this ingenious Author has ſtepfd a- 
fide to remark, ſpeaks but the very ſame Sentiment which 
himſelf has elſewhere, perhaps more ſtrongly expreſs*d. Com- 
ment, Oc. p. 138.“ An [ndifferency to the Honours, Rites 
« and Fleaſures of this World, a contempt of and Victory 
over them, is the Iadependency and Supremacy which the 
* true Religion and Church can boaſt; the Refignation (or 
* Loſs) of which muſt be infinitely dangerous to her, her 
„ Poiſon, her death Wound.”” -------Apain, p. 131. 

* Though it may be thought I am ple:ding for the Introduc- 
tion of Proteſtant Diſſenters into places of Profit and 
* Truſt, I am fully perſuaded that their having fuch Places 
* would not make them more Religious Men, Nor from 
Numbers of them ſo employ*d would their Societies appear 
. * with greater Reputation as religious Societies.“ 

T Let. I. p. 11. II. Def. p. 9. 10. 


. 
and ehadted by the CIVIL MAGISTRATE; as much as the 
Conſtitution of the Treaſury, of the Army, or of the Courts 
of Weſiminſter-Hall, Theſe all, Sir, have their Conſtitutions, 
(that is, their ſeyeral Parts of the public Buſineſs afſign*d 
them to diſpatch, and their ſeveral Officers and Forms, and 
Methods of proceeding in them ) as really, as truly, and as 
much as the Church, The ARMY is the Conſtitution and Or- 
der of the civi ! Magiſtrate relating to the Direction of the 
Military Force. The TREASURY is the Conſtitution and 
Order of the ſame Magiſtrate relating to the Collection and 
Diſpoſal of the public Monies. The CounrTs of Weſtmin- 

ſter- Hall are the Conſtitution of the ſame Magiſtrate for the diſ- 
penſing public Juſtice. And the CHURCH is the Conſtitution 
and Order of the ſame Magiſtrate relating to the Manner in 
which the pablic Worthip is to be perform d. The Officers 
in esch are ALL entirety made, inſtructed, controul*d by the 
Power of the CIVIL MAGISTRATE : Tis by his Autho- 

rity alone they are all qualified and impower*d to act in their 
relpeclive Stations; and *tis in that manner and by thoſe 
Rules only which x 15 Viſdom hath preſeribꝰd that in all their 
reſpective Oſſtces they ſeverally proceed. 

What you call then the cxclefaſtical is really, you ſee, no 
ether than a Branch or Limb of the civil Conſtitution ; and 
what you call the Church is in truth no more an eſſential, 
much leſs an half Part of our CoNnsST1TUT1ON, than the 
Treaſury, the Army, or either of the Courts of Weſtminſter- 
Hall. Should, now, the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature think 
proper to new form any of theſe Conſtitutions ; for inſtance, 
the Method of diſpenſing Juſtice in any of our Law-Courts 
( which Courts, by the way, are all of much longer ſtanding 
than the Conſtitution of our preſent Church) by which # 
Saving would ariſe of vaſt Sums to the Public, and 7uſtics 
be diſpens*d in a more rational and ea/y Way: Would not 
you ſmile to hear ſome zealous Gentlemen of the Robe,ſtank 
forth and inſiſt. That theſe CourTs were an eſſential 
and an half Part ef the CONSTITUTION ; and that there- 
fore whoever movfd fer, or ſo much as wiſh*d an ALTERA- 
TION in either of them, could not be ſuſely iruſted with am 
Share H the jublic Power, and was really in Truth an Exe- 
my to the STATE ? The learned Gentlemen of that 
Robe, Sir, no boubt, alike ſmile to hear you thus reaſoning 
as to theChurchft, By 


+ That the Account here given of the-Nature and Conſti- 
tation of the Church of England is quite agreeable to the 


cer c ments of our firſt REFORMERS, the Founders and 4 
m 


| TR a 
By *the CONSTITUTION #n Church and State, then, 
r of which we often hear even in Speeches and Addrefles 
F « from and to the Throne, can be meant nothing elſe, than, 
_ ==-that ORDER or FORM of Government reſtecting AL L Per- 
font and things which is eſtabliſhed by the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
this Realm, A ConSTITUTloN by which the King or 
UEEN, as ſupreme Head of the Church, is the Fountain of 
- all Power and Juriſdiftion therein; authoriz'd to inſtru, 
! over-rule and controul all the Archbiſbopt, Biſhops and Prieſts 
in this Kingdom, in all their moſt sex1RIitTUAL and EC LE 
SIASTICAL Concerns,------ ACoNnsSTIiTUTIoN,by which 
a Lady, when ſuch fills the Throne, is impower'd to com- 
peſe public Prayers for the Church; to ſtop all Preaching 
therein ; to fill vacant Biſhoprics with what Perſons ſhe 
pleaſes, or not to fill them at all} ; to direct all Eccleſiaſ- 


tics 


— * — 1 LY 


Framers of it, appears from the Determination of a ſelect 
Aſſembly of them, conveen'd at Windſor by K. Edward VI, 


by whom (as may be concluded from Archbiſhop Cranmer*'s 
Manuſcript ) it was declared, 


* © That all Chriſtian Princes have committed to them im- 
« mediately from God the who/e Cure of their Subjects; as 
« well concerning the Adminiſtration of Gop*'s Word for 
« the Cure of Souls, as concerning the Miniſtration of 
« things political and civil Governance. In both theſe Mi- 
c niſtrations they muſt have ſundry Miniſtersunder them, to 
« ſupply that which is appointed to their ſeveral Office. 

The Civil Min:ſters under the King's Majelty in this 
Realm be thoſe whom it ſhall pleaſe his Highneſs, for the 
« time, to put in Authority under him; as for Example, the 
« Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaſurer, Lord Admiral, Gc. 

The Miniſters of GoD*s Herd under his Majelty be the 
* Biſhops, Parſons, Vicars, and ſuch other Prieſts as be ap- 
pointed by his Highneſs to that Miniſtration ; as for ex- 
« ample, the Piſhop of Canterbury, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
* the Parſon of Copnwick, &c. 

« All the ſaid Officers and Miniſters, as well of the one 
„ ſort as of the other, be appointed, «ſſign'd, and elected 
in every Place by the Laws and Orders of Kings and Prin- 
* ces.” [Vide an Extract from Archbiſhop Cranmer's M. S. 
« Stilling, Iren, Part II. Chop. vüi. p. 391. FT, 

+ Any of the Biſhopricks may be kept vacant by the Prin- 
ces of England, as thoſe of Ely and Oxford were by Q. El- 
zabeth ; the latter had no Biſhop for 22 Yesrs. The Parli- 
ament diſſolved the rich Biſhopric of Durham in wy 
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tics what they Vall or ſhall not preach ; and even in the 


moſt abſtruſe and metap hy/ical Points to be the final Judge of 
HERES1E ; whoſe Judgment muſt ſtand, as to what ſhall or 
{hall not be deem'd Hen es1E in this Church, even though 
it happen to contradict that of all her learned CLERGY in 
Convocation conveen'd. 
Thus that Renowned LADY Queen Elizabeth, in the 
PFulneſs of her eccleſiaſtical Power, HER SELF compoſed a 
Prayer, Archdeacon Echard + informs us, for the Uſe of a 
great Number of her Mobility and Gentry, as well as her Soldi- 
ers and Sailors, in the 8 againſt Cadiz, directing it 
to be v/ed daily in every Ship. And by virtue of her Supre- 
macy ſhe might, I preſume, if ſhe had pleas'd (and that any 
future Queen may) compoſe Prayers for the Uſe of the 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and all the Clergy of the Land; and 
enjoin their ſolemn Uſe every Sunday in the Church ; and that 
the Uſe of ſuch devout FE M1N1NE Compoſitions, no Biſhop 
nor Prieſt can agreeably to our Conſtitution, in any wile 
Tetuie. | 
The ſame Neyal Lady, by virtue of her Proclamation only, 


pat an entire (top to all Preaching of Miniſters and others 


throughout the Kingdom; and the People were charged 12 
bear no other Preaching or Doctrine, but the Epiſtle and Gof- 
pel of the Dar, and the Ten Commandments, without any Expo- 
ſition or Paraphraſe there»n, And ſhould any future QUEEN 
think proper to do the ſame, I humbly apprehend all her 
Biſhops and Clergy are, by our ConsSTITUl1oN i Church 
aud State, oblidg'd to obey. | 
By the ſame Conſtitution King Charles I. put forth a Procla- 
mation (f a Woman had worn the Crown, fie alſo might 
have done it; as any future QUEEN may) commanding the 
Clergy not to Preach or diſpute about {> minianiſm. The 
Learned Biſhop Davenant, preſuming to Preach upon the 
Doctrine of Predeſtination, was forced to appear upon his 
Knees b-fore the Council; and being ſeverely reprimanded 
hardly ſo eſcaped : Though he alledg'd he had preach'd no- 
thing but the XV 1Ith Article of the Church of England. 
The KI No, not only in his ſuperior, but SUPREME 


eccleſiaſtie Wiſdom told him, - De Doctrine of Pre- | 


«c deſtination was to big for the Peoples Underſtanding ; and 


Edward VT's Reign, and gave the Profits to the Crown. 


And it had remaiv'd dillolv*d to this Day, probably, had not 
Popiſh Q. Mary reitor'd it. 


7 Hilt of England, p. 567. Col. 1. 


that 


(1 
«K thai HE was Wbt permit that Controverſy 
4 tobe diſcuſs*d in the Pulpit®.” 

What Authority our Conſtitution gives QUEENS to judge 
in Points ofHERES1E (the moſt deep and myſterious Points) 
and to controul the Proceedings of the moſt venerable and 
holy Synod which the Clergy of this Kingdom can poſſibly 
compoſe, has been obſervꝰd in the Caſe of Mhiſten; whom 
Queen ANNE, by her 7e Authority, ſkreenfd from the 
Cenſure of her learned Convocation, HER ſingle Judgment; 
in the Balance of our Apoſtolic and exceliently conſtituted 
Church, being of far greater Weight than that of the united 

Biſhops and Clergy of the whole Land. This you are plea- 
ſed, weakly enough, to call M:/repreſentation ; but might 
have ſeen the Truth of it atteſted by two of your own learn*d 


and reyerend Hiſtorians, Burnet and Tindal, in their Ac- 


counts of the Year 1711. 

Again, by our preſent Gonſtitution the King alone, or at 
leaſt by Conſent of Parliament, hath undoubted POWER to 
divide the twenty ſix Biſhoprics, into which this Kingdom is 
at preſent cantonfd, into as many Hundred; and thus to ren- 
der them more like the Biſhopricks of the fir/t Ages, when e- 
very Chriſtian Biſhop took the Overſight of no more than he 
could perſonally know, and than could communicate at ore 
Table ; a POWER to new-frame the whole Order of Public 
Worſhip ; to aboliſh its preſent Articles, Ceremonies and 
Forms; and to ſubſtitute none at all, or quite new ones in 
their Stead, A POWER ta difpoſe of that Part of the Pub- 


lic Treaſure by which the Clergy are-maintain'd in a more 
equitable and juſter Manner; and to reduce the ſhamefull 


Exorbitance, by which ſome Members of that great, and in 
itſelf venerable and uſeful Body, wanton in vaſt Affluence, 
Indulgence and Sloth, (which may be what you call Snyg- 
neſs ) whilſt others more virtrons, laborious and learn'd, 
year away their Lives in Obſcurity and Want. This, 


vir, without Queſtion, is our preſent CONSTITUTION 77 
Church and State. 


® /:ide Fulier's Church Rift. B. IX. p. 128. 
The fame blefled Mart;r, by his Koys] Mandate cnly, 


without any Trial, ſequeſter'd and ſuſpended from the EV | 


cution of his Office good Archbiſhop Abc, for refuling his 
Licence and Approbation to a moſt ile and forndalons Ser 
mon of Sith, 
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MJ sro xsoks in Baptiſm. 


be conſider d. Here you affirm, — *That 1 
ce repreſent the Uſe of Sponſors as a very myſterious Point, as 
% an wnaccountable, inexplicable, abſurdand unlawfult thing. 
An Aſſertion hurried from you by the Ardor of Zeal, but 
quite without Truth, The Uſe of * in all Caſes of 
Farents Incapacity I entirely approve; and expreſly told you 
phat in ſuch Caſes the Diſſenters alſo Uſe them + You could 
not without extreme /nattention but ſee, that it was 
c the SETTING ASIDE tbe Parents, the FoRBIDDING 
& them to ſtand forth and engage ſolemnly for the Religious 
% Education of the Child; and the receiving of the Child to 
« Baptiſm upon account of its owN FarTH and its o N 
« PROMISE expreſſed by its SuRET ES,“ that I thus re- 

reſent. And though I have thePleaſurenow to find you tacit- 
y giving up, though not Honourably retracting that preci- 
pant Expreſſion, That Godfathers are not an «/zfull only, 
© but even a NECESSARY J[n/t:tution,”” yet ſcarcely without 
Pain can one ſee you grievoully embarraſ.*% in accounting 
for the Anſwers made at the Font. Theſe you {till inſiſt are not 
the Sureties, but the Cu 1LD*'s Anſwers. But your Attempts 
to explain, how a Child who cannot believe, does yet profe/s 
Faith ! How the Infant, who in 0 Senſe can promiſe 
or engage; does yet really and in good Senſe vow an engage 
Ho the Babe who has no Thought, no Purpoſes 
nor Deſires, may yet expreſs thele by the Mouth of its Sure- 
ties; and theſe Expreſſions of what it hath nt, and cannot 
poſſibly have, arc accepted by the Church as a proper Token 
that it hath them, — as 2 ſolid Ground of Baptiſm - g 
This is (till to me, and I believe to all the World, as inex - 
plicable, myſterious, tranſcendant a thing as before you un- 
dertook to unvail and explain it. 

Nay, the 7My/tery grows upon you, by attempting to un- 
fold it : For you declare, ** That the Grourd and Foundation 
« of Infants 3 received to Baptiſm, in your Church, is 
ce the Promiſe of GOD to Believers and their Seed 9.“ Mind 


then, „tis the Faith of the Parent that intitles the Child to 


Baptiſm; but if the H of its being receiv'd to this 
Chriſtiana Sacrament be the Faith of its PARE NT only, why 


+ IE Def. p. 24. f Let. IL, p. 7. {$I Del. p 28. 


da 


OUR Defence of Sponſors in Baptiſm comes next to 


EN WY 
do you receive it as if upon Account of its own Fate? 
Why interrogate the poor BaBE-——  ? Doſt THOU be- 
lieve ? Wilt THOU be Baptized ? — Again, if the PA- 
RENT 's Faith be that which intitles the Child to Baptiſm; 
why is not the PARENT the Perſon who ſtands forth to 
profeſs Faith as a Qualification for the Baptiſm of the Child? 
Why is the CHILD called upon vicaricuſhy to declare, that 
itſe / believes, that ite, deſires Baptiſm, & c. when all the 
World fees that it neither &nows, nor does, nor can in any 
Senſe at all de either of theſe things? ä 

You endeavour to explain the Matter, “by an Infant in the 
Lord of the Manor's Court, who by his Attorney is Ad- 
« mitted to his Coppy-hold, andCovenants to do Homage for 
ti the ſame; or, by an Infant-King, who hath ſome one of 
« the Nobility who in his Name and for his Benefit 1s ap- 
« pointed to take the Coronation Oath, and thereby oblige 
« him to obſerve the Laws and protect his Subjects f. But 
theſe Inſtances avail you nothing. For, | 

1. The Child when admitted by his Attorney in the Lord's 
Court to his Copy-hold, does not covenant to do Homage for 
the ſame. That he does nat covenant, I prove by a very plain 
and inconteſtable Argument, which is, that he cannot. There 
is no Senſe at all, no re/ig:ous or moral Senſe, in which the 
Infant can with any Truth or Propriety be ſaid to covenant. 
No, tis the Attorney, and he alone, that covenants to per- 
form the Homage. And in the Caſe of a Minor King, when 
one of the Nobility takes the Coronation Oath in his Name 
or Stead (if any ſuch Ceremony be ever performed) he does 
not, cannot in any Senſe thereby oblige the Riyal Infant to 
_ the Laws and protect the Sue : Not whillt an 

nufant ; becauſe, not being a moral Agent, he cannot poſſibly 
be capable of moral Obligation ; And not when he comes of 
Age; becauſe the Pramiſe or Oath of one rational moral A- 
gent, can never properly olige another, if that other was 
not at all conſcious of, nor gave his Conſent to it. The 
hole Nature and Extent of the Olligation in that Caſe is un- 
queſtionably this: The Nobleman who takes the Oath, as 
perſonating the King, and who during the Minority is veſted 
with the regal Power, (wears that Je HIMSELF will, in the 
Exerciſe cf that Power, obſerve the Laws and protect the 
Subjects, The Obligation of his Oath, which is made by 
hinfelf only, can extend only to him/e{f; and it laſts only 
'o long as ke continues veſted with the regal Power. But 


»; 1. 


Yin tie Rodd Jrfunt comes of Age, and alſumcs the Power 


u Dat. 1. 129. . 
into 


N 
into his own Hands; he muſt 1 take the Oath ; or 
ſome way or other ſijgnifie his ſolemi Aſſent to it, in order to 
his being laid under any real Obligation by it. And then, 
2. "Theſe Cafes alſo widely differ from that of the baptized 
Infant, becauſe in both of them there are ſeveral important 
Services and Actions to be done, (which muff be perform*d by 
ſome one) whilſt the Minority continues. In the firft, there 
are Suits and Services in the Lord*s Court, and Quit-Rents 


to be paid. In the other there are Acts of regal Power to be | 


£ >ntinually exerted for the due Government of the People, 
even whilſt the Infancy remains. Theſe, therefore, being 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary to be done, and the Inſant being utter- 
ly incapable of doing them, hence ariſes a Neceſſiy of ſome 
— undertaking to diſcharge theſe Offices for him, and 
to act in the Infant's ſtead. But, is there any thing like this 
in the Caſe of baptized Infants ? Is there any Service or 
Homage, any Faith or Vows which GOD expects from them 
whilſt their /nfancy /afts ? You know there is not. If GOD 
then _— no lach Services from the Ixſant, why are Spon- 
fors ca 


_ this when the Pretence is in every View ridiculous ; becauſe 


in things of Religion 'tis utterly abſurd for one Man to pre» 


tend to promeſe, to repent, to believe in the Name of another. 

One principal Deſign of the Baptiſm of a Child, you own, 
44 2s 1 SECURITY be given ; ſome ſolemnST1IPUL a- 
«TION be made before theChurch for its REL1G10Us E- 
CATION.” Who then I pray, ſo proper to give this Security 
as the Perſon to whom its Education is committed? Whom 
ihould the Church bring under the engagement of a ſolemn 
Vowor Covenantfor this purpoſe ? Strangers, who, perhaps 


never {aw the Child; or, who when the Ceremony is paſt, 


will never fee it more! Or the Parents, in whoſe Family it is 
to grow up, under whoſe Eye it is to be form'd! 

An explicit STIPULATION in your Baptiſm of an Infant, 
you do not pretend there is any but what the Child poor 
Babe) 1TSELF makes ; but the Sureties by ſtanding there, 
and receiving a ſolemn Charge concerning the religious 
** Ecucation of the Child are juſtly fuppovfd to accept itt.” 
But do you nc: know, Sir, that this is no Stipa/ation, nei: 
her explicit nor implicit. A Stipulation is a mutual Pro- 
miſe : But though the Sponſors ſtand there, and hear the 
Admonition 3 no Anſwer, no Word, no Token is required 
of them by which to ſignite their ſolemn Purpoſe and En- 
gagement to obey it. Accordingly, when they return home, 


+ 1I Def. p. 26. 
F they 
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they too generally with great Levity ſhake off the Charge a- 
ain, and throw it over to the Parenth. And thus the So- 
emnity of the Inſtitution dwindles into a mere triffling if 


not ludicrous Ceremony; and your boalted double Security 
{till remains no real Security at all. 
Dr. Nichols's Account of this apparently abſurd and myſ- 


terious Affair, to which I refer*d you, is to be ſure far more 
defenſible, though quite con 


trary to yours, v:z. © Baptiſa- 
« trum fidem religioſe in ſe recipiebant, eos ſincere omnia in 
“ Evangelio revelata credere, & ſubſequentes vitæ actiones 
te j uxta Chriſti normam directuros eſſe 1 That the 
Sureties religiouſly ENGAGED for the Faith of the Bapti- 
ſed, that they ſhould ſincerely believe all that was revealed in 
the Gofpel, and direct the ſubſequent Action ef their Lives 
by the Law of Chriſt, This you call cy Tranſlation ; and 
tax me befote the World © for having WRONG TRANS- 
4 LATED it v0 ſerve my Purpoſeh,” It will give you, ſure- 
ly, ſome Confuſion and Pain to be told that this is not mire, 
but is the Doctor. ow xn Tranſlation, or that of his learned 
Friend who publiſhed his Defence, c. And I appeal to 
the Public, whetter the Doctor's or Tours be the proper 
Rendering of the Words. Is 4 in ſe fidem baptrſato- 
torum, to make a ſolemn Declaration and Profeſſin 
touching the Faith of the Baptiſed------? Beſides, the Doctor 
was too wiſe a Perſon to repreſent the Sureties, as you 
would have him, as meking a ſolemn Declaration that the 
Infant D1D ſincerely believe all that is revealed in the G 
pel,------ becauſe this he well knew was what no wi/e or 
_ honeſt Man could poſſibly declare concerning any Infant u- 
pon Earth. He knew it abſurd to affirm,----- That the In- 
fant DID BELIEVE at 4; much more to affirm that it 
ſincerely believed; but more even yet, that it ſincerely 
believed all that is revealed in the Ceſpel. Which ever way 
you view ĩt then, tis all myſterious and recondite : And this 
Buſineſs of the Sureties and their Anſwers at the Font, after 
all your Pains to clear it up, is {till covered with extremely 
dark and impenetrable Clouds, which till ſome Light ſhall a- 
niſe one may venture to propheſy will never be diipell'd : It 
turns the Ceremony of your Baptiſm into little elſe than 2 
ſolemn Triffle ; and furniſhes to Unbeljevers Matter of ever- 
laſting Contempt and Ridicule. | 
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s to the Ceremony of Confirmation, you are {til fo wile 
as not to aſſert any Scriptural or apoſtolic Authority for 
its Practice. But yet alk, If both the ordinary and 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit were communicated by the 
« Apoſtles by Inpoſition of Hands, why may we not by na bh 
« that the ordinary ones wilf de ſtill communicated by the ſame 
« Adminiſtration ? And why ſhould we not continue that 
e Adminiſtration in the Church in Hope and Expectation 
* of them + ?”* By theſe ordinary Gifts, as you fully explain 
yourſelf, you mean, what are uſually called, the GRACES 
of the Spirit, even the Spirit of LOVE and of a Sound 
MIND. For you add, If this Spirit oF LOVE and of g 
« fund Mind was given to Timothy by Impulition of Hands 
in his Ordination; why may it not be done by the ſame 
Ceremony in Confirmation? Tam forry there is a Pro- 
teſtant Divine in this Kingdom capable of aſking ſuch a 
Queſtion as this. For, 1. This Spirit of LOVE and of 4 
found MIND, which you encourage us to expect from 
laying on of the B:/b:»pf*s Hands, is one of the ſubli- 
melt G1yTs conferred upon the human Race by the Goſ- 
I of CuRIST. A GIFT which far excells an .4#11:ty to 
peak with Tongues, a Faith that can remove Mountains, a 
Power to calt out Devils, to heal all manner of Diſeaſes, or 
even to raiſe the Dead. The Spirit of LOVE and of 4 
SOUND MIND far excells them all; and yet this it ſeems W 
we may now expect by the /aying on of the Biſhop's Hands! 
Bleſſed Epi/cope.y indeed, if it carries with 2 Gifts! 
But how fooliſh and wild the Claim, if neither Scripture nor 
Reaf52 lend it the leaſt Support! For, | | 
2. Becauſe this Gir was conferr'd on Timothy at his 
Ordination by the laying.on of the Apoſtles Hands ; does it 
follow, that the /ae Cifts may be expected in Go:firwaticn 
from the Hands of vur preſent Biſhops ? Is there power in 
their Lorſhips Fingers to convey ſo divine a Bleſſing to the 
Head on which they reſt ? You ſhould know, Sir, that the 
Learned Prelates of this Church ab hor the prefumptuous Claim: 
They pretend to no ſuch Power. Why then will you ofi- 
ci preſume to claim it for them? And why amuſe the 
World, and give Infidelr room to ſcoff by the uſe of a ſolemn 
Ceremeny for the conferring theſe Gifts, which no mortal 


+ 11 Def. p. 38. | 
| p. 3 hs 


_ ke dts. wh Avting — Ace " = 
., 


5 1 3 
Man hath now Power to beſtow? The Age is critical and 
diſcerning. For the Honour of the Chriſtian Vame therefore, 
and the Dignity of the Chriſtian Biſhops, all claims not clearly 
founded on Scripture or Reaſon, and all Offices andRites not 
evidently ſupported by them, ſhould at leaſt be ſilently dropt. 

The only Kite, after Baptiſm, which I find either inſtituted 
or practiſed by Cx RIS＋TH and his 4ps/tles, “to make a pub- 
& lic Fecognition of aur baptiſmal Engagements in the Face 


of a err ne is the celebrating the Lord*s 


Supper, By this Chriſtians are openly to profeſs themſelves 
the Subjects and Followers of Jesus CHR1ST ; to recog- 


nize their baptiſmal Covenant ; to ſhew forth that Death by 
which he 8 them to himſelf ; and in the moſt pub- 
lic and ſolemn manner to lay themſelyes under freſh and 


-moſt ſacred Obligations to live obedient to his Laws. 
Here then are a the Ends which can rationally be propos*d 


in the ule of Confirmation, a human Invention, more effectu- 
ally and better anſwer*'d in that of the Lor ds Supper, an un- 
doubted Inſtitution and Command of JESUS CHRIST. 
With the Emblems of their Saviour's Body and Blood in their 
Hands, the Recognition they HERE make of their Engage- 
ments to an holy Life is vaſtly more ſolemn, the Motives to 
Obedience more powerful and conſtraining, and they are 
certified of GOD*s Favour and gracious Gordneſs to them by a 
TOKEN incomparably more important than the laying on 
of the Bishop*s Hands. ----- If you aſk © What is this to 
« thoſe who dare not offer themſelves to the Sacrament 4? 
I anſwer, ſuch have equal Reaſbn not to offer themſelves to 


Confirmation; the fame Faith and Sincerity which are requi- 


lite to render a Perſon a proper Subject of the one, make 
bim alſo a worthy Communicant in the other. 

That this Ceremony of C:nfirmetion is no part of genuine 
and primitive CHRISTIANITY, there are few, I ſuppoſe 
none, of our learned Biſhops and Divines, but perfectly 
know. Tertullian is the moſt antient Author in which 
Mention of it is found. But by i, Time, tis well known, 
a great Variety of Supe: /titions and ridiculous and foolith 
Rites were brought into the Church. And you are alſo, I 
preſume, not ignorant that Confirmation was then always per- 
formed (not as it is with us, but) 1MMEDIATLY afrer 
Baptiſm. A due Regard to this will lead you to the true 
Meaning of that Expreſſion in your Office, which 2 are ſo 
embarraſs'd in clearing up; where the Biſhop declares to 
GoD, That he hath vanchſafed ts regenarate theſe bis Sen- 
wants by Water and the Holy Gpaſt, an to give them thc 
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Forgiveneſs of all their Sins. An Expreſſion taken, probably, 
from ſome antient Liturgy ; and which was ſuitable and well 
adapted to the practice of thoſe Times, but it is utterly in- 
congruous and unfuitable to ours, | 

For then, as Dr. Cave obſerves , Though Infants 
« ere undoubtedly taken into the Church by Baptiſm, yet 
4c the main Body of the Baptiſed were adult Perſons ; who, 
« flocking over daily in great Numbers to the Faith of Chriſt, 
« were receiv'd in at this Door. Uſually they were for 
« ſome conſiderable time Catechiſed, and trained up in 
« the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith; till having given 
« Teſtimony of their Profigieney in Knowledge, and of a 
c ſober and regular Converſation, they became Candidates 
« for Baptiſm: ” Or, as a greater Author r ſays The 
« Catechumens enjoy d not the Privileges of the Faithfull till 
ec they had, in a Senſe, merited them; which was when, 
cc thro” a conſiderable time of Trial, they had evidenc'd the 
<« Sincerity of their Hearts by the Sanctity and Purity of 
their Lives : And then, as Origen ſays, We initiate then 
c in our Myſteries when we have made a Proficiency in Holi- 
« neſs, and according to the utmoſt of their Power, have re- 
6 form'd their Converſation. When they had chang'd their 
« Manners and rectiſied their irregular Carriage, then they 
« were waſhed with theWater of Baptiſm,and NOT BEFORE. 
« For, as Tertullian obſerves, we are not baptiſed, that we 
« may ceaſe is Sin; but becauſe we have already ceaſed.” 
Now when this waz the Caſe, and immediately after Baptiſm 
Confirmation was adminiſtred, there was ſome Decency and 
Propricty in the Biſhop's or Preſbyter's (for Pres5yters alſo 
then confirm'd) addreſſing Almighty God as having v:u6i- 
faſed t regenerate theſe his Servants with Water and with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to grant them the Forgiveneſs of all their 
Sin;. But how different, alas ! vaſtly different the Caſe at 
preſent is with the Mel itudes who flock to our modern 
Confirmations ! How rude and an/erious they ruſh to receive 
this eic? a! Grace! In how perfanfory and ſlight a manner 
the Ceremony is perform'd. What Riot and D' ſorder fre- 
quently concludes the Day ! - is too obvious to the 
World; and would ſeem, perhaps, invidiaus if ſet in its pro- 


per Light, 


Your labour'd Apology for the B;j-p's making that very 
weighty and Hlemn Declaration over a promiſcuous Aſſembly, 
which is ſuppoſed to include many vitious and corruptPerſons, 
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ti i 
is effectually overthrown by your own juſt Concefion, —— 


« that if he was, indeed, to declare to each individual Perſon, 
« by himſelf, that Gop had regenerated him in particular 
« with the Holy Gheſt, and forgiven him all his Sins, it 
« would be a different Caſe. - Such a Perſon might be 
« tempted thereby to entertain better Thoughts of the State 
&« of his Soul than he had reaſon for, and to de/ude himſelf 
« with deceitful Hopes,” Behold this, in effect, indiſpu- 
tably done ! For each individual Perſon, after having heard 
this ſolemn Declaration pronouncꝰd over himſelf in com- 
mon with all the reſt, is preſented ſeparately by his Pariſh 
Prieſt ; and kneeling before the Biſhop, feels his con/ecra- 
ting Hand reſting upon his Head, and hears His EL dif 
tinctly and — certified (ASSURED from the Biſhopts 
Mouth) that 1h IS is aTox EN of GOD*s Favorr and gra- 
cious Goodneſs to him in particular. What now, I aſk, is the 
obvious, the natural Conſtruction which the Perſon puts u- 
pon all this! Why ſurely, unleſs he thinks the Whole Solem- 
nity a Farce; and that the Biſhop and Prieſt (his Spiritual 
Guides, whoſe Lips are to preſerveKnowledge,and who are to 
be the Mouth of God to him) have conſpired to put a dange- 
rous Cheat upon his Soul, he muſt ſtrongly e his Soul 
to be in a GE Cale ; in a State of Favour with God; anda 
Partaker of that Forgiveneſs which his gracious Goodneſs hath 
proclaim*d in the Goſpel of Chri/t. Whether the Con- 
tinuance of this Ceremony, in its preſent Form of Adminſ- 
tration, be either for the Honour of the Aduiniſtrator, or 
for the Benefit of the Church ? ---- Whether it hath not an 
apparent Tendency to cheriſh a deluſive Hope, and to ſpeak 
Peace to ſuch Perſons as are not, by the Chriſtian Covenant, 
entitled to Peace? I with all Humility leave to the Conſi- 
deration of thoſe whom, I thank Gov, it more imme- 
diately concerns than myſelf; who are to be fu: ein Go tr 
Houſe ; and to watch for Mees Souls as thoſe who muſt gics 
Account to the GREAT SHEPHERD,who will ſhortly come; 
before whom it will be a tremendovs thing to have the im- 
mortal Souls of TnoUSAN Ds requir-d at their Hands. 
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The Terms of MINISTERIAL Conformity hart and terrible.“ 
LAY-DISSENT juſtified.---- The RIs E of ihe Sefarativn. 


\TEXT after ConrixMATION I conſider'd t=27 
VN other Offices of your L:turgy, viz. Ab50LUTION 
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of the Sick, and the BURIAL of the Dead; and ſhewed apf 
them I apprehend, to be liable to manifeſt and great Excep- UN 
tions, and to have no friendly Aſpe& upon the Morals and pre 
Souls of Men, I am ſtrengthenꝰd in that Opinion by obſer- 60 
ſerving, that amidſt the Variety of friſing things to which vo 
ou have deſcended, in the Proſecution of this Debate, you 21 
ave quite overlook*d theſe two important Points; and have ry 
not ſo much as undertaken their Defence, It does ſome Ho- re 


nour to your underſtanding not to attempt to defend what you 

know to be indeſenſible, but to let the Forms lie under the Im- T 

putations charg*d upon them; till Gop ſhall put it into the D. 

Hearts of thoſe who have it in their Power to wipe theſe un- r1 
t 
t 
\ 
| 
4 
| 


happy Bleniſbes from the Face of the Church. 
But as to theſe, and ſome other of your additional Splendor: 
( doing reverence towards the Eaſt, and bowing to the Name 
of JESUS, which alſo you pretend not either to jultify or 
explain) you obſerve, * That theſe are things with 
„ which, as a Layman, I have no Concern. As to the Form 
« of A5/olution, what has he, for Gop's Sake, to do with it? 
If he does not deſign to take Orders in the Church, and ſo 
« ſubſcribe to the Uſe of the Liturgy, tis no Concern of his 
© whether that Form be defenſible or not. But have not 
I, dear Sir, as much todo with You x Miniſterial-Conformity, 
as you with MY Loy-Diſſenf? Are vou notas much oblidg*d 
to vindicate, before the World, your SUBSCRIPTION and 
USE of theſe Offices in your Church; as I am to juſtify my 
SEPARATION fromit? Yes: I now therefore call upon 
you, and charge it upon your moſt ſerious deliberate Reffec- 
tions, as you will ſoon anſwer it at a /upreme and impartial 
Tribunal, to remember and conſider, 
That her have o/emrly and in God's Preſence (Gop that 
fearcheth the Heart, and that abhors all Prevarication, M- 
pocriſy, and Dece:t, eſpecially in religious things) in the Pre- 
fence of this Gop, I lay, and in the Face of his Chureh, you 
have declared your UNFEIGNED Aſſeut and Conſent to ALL 
ord EVERY Tui contained in, and preſcrib*d by be 
Bonk of Commun Prayer, c. If then there be any ONE Thing 
contained in that Boot; any ONE Office or Form, irratio- 
nal, unſit, repugnant to the Goſpel Scheme, and which no 
well inſtructed Chriſtian can heartily aſſent to, or unſeignedly 
«prove; I appeal to your own Mind, I appeal to the whole 
World Where is the Honour ! Where the Chriſtian 
Simplicity and Hod Sincerity of this folemn Declaration! 
What, — fall a Man, a Miniſter in Gop's Preſence, and 
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appealing to HIM as the We of Hearts, declare his 
UNFEIGNED ASSENT to things he does not approve, and 
omiſe his UNFEIGNED CONSENT to uſe Forms in 
GOD*SWerſhip,which he heartily diſlites! This is a moſt grie- 
vous Yoke ; beheld by Unbelievers upon theNecks of Chriſli- 
en Miniſters with mighty Inſults and Scoffs ; and which eve- 
ry Friend to the Chriſtian Name ſhould wiſh heartily to fee 
removed. And, | 
This, as before obſery* d. juſtifies moſt fully that S E ARA. 
rio from your Church, to which our Fathers were com- 
pell'd,and which we at preſent continue; when in a moſt un- 
righteons and ſchiſmatical manner /e caſt out above wo 
thouſand of her Miniſters, for not ſubſcribing and declaring 
this UNFEIGNED Aſſent and Conſent. Theſe Miniſters 
were by this deprived of what they had not forfeited; de- 
prived of acting as Miniſters by thoſe who had no Right, nor 
Authority, to deprive them of it. The Paſtoral Relation 
therefore undoubtedly remain*'d betwixt them and their re- 
ſpective Flocks ; and they acted a lau ful, a worthy Part in 
continuing their mmiſterial Services, though thus cruelly caſt 
Out. \ : 
No, you reply, they ought to have conform'*d as Lay 
* Men, as ſome of them did; much leſs will this juſtify the 
% Laity of thoſe Times; leſs ſtill the Miniſters and Laity 
© of the preſent in their Separation+.” To their immortal 
Praiſe be it recorded, they better underſtood their R:g/ts and 
Duty as CHRIST*s Subjefts, the oxnLy KING in the 
Church; and with great Syfer:ng and worldly LV, enter“d 
boldly their Proteſt againſt this preſumptuous Invaſion of his 
Throne ; this ſchiſmatical Intention of x Ew T= xs ofthe 
Chriſtian Miniſtry and Communion into his Church. The Con- 
ditions of 8 the Chriſtian Miniſtry which the Aer of 
Uziformity impos*d upon our Fathers, were ſuch as no Pow +- 
er upon Earth had a K igt to impoſe upon them: IT hey were 
| ſuch, as if complied with, open“d a wide Way for innume- 
table Corruptions, Superſtition and Perſecutions, to enter 
and lay waſte the Church. Their Subſcription was requir*d 
to new Articles of Faith which CHRIST had never made ; 
and their unfeigpned Aﬀent and Conſent to vew Rites and 
Forms of Worſhip which neither CHRIST nor his Jes 
had ever appointed or injoin d: Yea, it oblig*d them ſchil- 
matically to confine Chriſtian Communion to thoſe only who 
would ſubmit to theſe /nventiois of Nen in the Hir of 
Get; and to deny Baptiſm and the Lis Se, to thoſe 
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who by the Conftitution and ' 0M of Chriſff's Kingdom were 
duly qual fied to receive, and had an abſolute Right to them, 

Amongſt others, there are two ever-memorable Circamſtan- 
ces from which the flagrant Oppreſhon and Tyranny of thoſe 
Proceedings molt ſtrongly appear, 1. That the Time fd 
for the Miniſters ſubcribing and aſſenting to the Alterations 
in the Common- Prayer was ſo ſhort, that not one in an hundred 
{Of thoſe who lived remote from London ſaw, or could be ſup- 
pos d to ſee them, before their A//ent and Conſent was, under 
ſo ſevere a Penalty, to be /3/emnly given. It is a known and 
certain Truth, ſays one , that the Liturgy, with its Alter. 
ations, to which they were unfeignedly to aſſent, came not out 
of the Preſs till Bart holome u- ve; the Day enſuing which 
was the ultimate Time fixed by the Act for the Miniſters 
Subſcription; ſo all thoſe, throughout the Kingdom, who 
conſor i cd, except a few in London, ſubſcrib'd to they knew not 
what. * The Matter was driven on, ſays Biſhop Burnet, 
« with ſo much Precipitation, that it ſeem'd expected the 
« Clergy ſhould ſubſcribe implicitly to a Book they had never 
« ſeen. This was done by too many, as the Biſhops them- 
«« felves inform*®d me t.” Could any thing be more 
unrighteous or tyranicil than this? — Les: For, 

2. Theunhappy //iniſters were oblidged likewiſe to declare 
folemnly, and even to ſubſcribe a notorious, molt dangerous 
and important UNTRUTH, viz. That it was not lgwfil 
1b ANY PRETENCE WHATSOEVER to take Arms a- 
gainſt the King, or any Commiſſioned by him A Poſition 
abſolutely ſubverſive of the Britiſß Conſtitution, and which 
the Nation was ſoon after(in Gov's righteous and wiſe Provi- 
dence) brought openly to acknowledge to be traiterous, de- 
teſtable, ſcandalous and falſe, A Poſition which, if admitted, 
the g/rious REVOLUTION, and our preſent happy Go- 
VERNMEN T, had never taken place; but Tyraxry and Po- 
pe ry, with all their dire Curſes, had been bound cternally 
upon our Necks. But, be aſtoniſh'd, O Heavens ! This 
falſe, this baſe, this ſcandalous Declaration, by the AR of 
Uniformity, the Aliniſters, upon Pain of loſing their Places, 


were oblig*d ſolemnly to make. Our Fathers nobly abhor'd 


it; ſcorn*'d to 1 the Rights and Libertics of their Coun- 
ery, and to be Tcls of Arbitary Power. For this herdic 
Refuſil they were caſt cruelly from their Churches, and de- 


kvered up, with their ſtarving Families, to extreme Sufferings 
and Dittrels'. This 
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This, Sir, was the ſhameful, the tyrannical, Yoke, which 
the Act of Uniformity would have put upon the Necks of our 
illuſtrious Predeceſſors; and to which, as CHRISTIAN s and as 
PROTESTAN TS they bravely ſcornꝰd to ſubmit. Noble was 
the STAN D which they made in Defence of Chriſtian Liber- 
ty and Truth. Glorious will their Names ever ſhine. in the 
Britiſh Annals, whilſt Virtue and lategrity are ſacred amongſt 
us. Peace and everlaſting Honour be upon the Memory of 
theſe Chriſtian Heroes: Future Generations will riſe and call 
them bleſled ! 

To their Mi IST ERS thus unrighteouſly and cruelly e- 
jected, it was the Duty and the Honour of the Chriſtian Lal- 
TY to adhere. It was partly for their Eiberty, and that the 
Goſpel might be continued in its primitiveSimplicity & Purity 
amongſt them, that theirMiniſters thus ſuffer d; it had been 
inglorious then, ungrateful, and in the higheſt Degree un- 
juſt, to have forſaken their ejected Paſtors; and not have born 
their Witneſs againſt the ſchiſmatical, unchriſtian, impoſing 
Spirit which then lifted itſelf up, and was faſtening a dil- 
gracefulYoke upon theDiſciples of CHRIST. Through the 
Favour cf Heaven, a noble Spirit of Chriſtian Fortitude was 
awaken*d alſo in La yr-Breaſts (and, its Mercy be prais*d, 
Kill lives; beats high; and, we hope, daily advances ta the 
final and everlaſting Overthrow of Bigotry, Church- Tyran- 
ny and Perſecution from the Earth.) They ſaw and detei- 
ted the dangerous and fatal Schiſin and U/urpation upon the 
Rights of Conſcience, which a Party of lordly Men were ſet- 
ting up in the Church of Chriſt, They ſtuck faſt to their 


injured 


« oy ofEnglangare oblig*d to ſubſcribe and declare, That it it 
not lawful upon any Pretence whatever to tate Arms again 
the King. This they readily complied with 5. For yau 
© muſt know that ſort of Men are taught rather to ohe, than 
« underſtand. And yet that Bartholome u- Day was fatal to our 
% Church and Religion, by throwing out a very great Number 
* of worthy, learnf*d, pious, orthodox Divizes who could 
not come up to this Cath, and other things in that A. 
And ſo great was the Zeal in carrying on this Church-Af- 
% fair, and ſo blind the Obedience requir*d, that if you com- 
pute the time of paſſing this Act, with that allow*d for the 
« Clergy to ſubſcribe the Book of Common-Prayer thereby e- 
* ſtabliſh*d, you will find it could not be printed and diſtribu 
© ted, ſo as that one Man in Fox ry could have ſeen and 
te read the Book they did ſo perfectly aſſent and con/ent to.“ 
Maiz. Col. p. 61. 


Our two #houſand worthy Predeceſſors excepted. 


0229 
injured Miniſters, and the Principles of Chriſtian Liberty. 
And GOD hath eminently bleſſed their Churches for the pro- 


moting ſincere Piety, Sobriety and Virtue in all ſucceeding 
Times. 


This was the Riſe of that SEPARaTION from theEſlq- 


, bliſhment which I am defending in theſe Letters. A Sepa- 


RATION, which as it was founded upon Chriſtian and juſt 
Principles, ſo it has marvelouſly ſubſiſted, under great world- 
ly Diſcouragements; ſtrengthenꝰd and upheld, we truſt, by 
the mighty Power of Gopd. And by the ſame mighty Pow- 
er, we hope, will {till be upheld ; till his Mercy ſhall diſpoſe 
the Hearts of our Brethren who have caſt us out, to receive 
us again. 

As a Layman, Sir, I conſider the Gosp EL and CHRIS“ 
TIAN LIBERTY as aſacred depaſit committed to me by 
GOD, for which I am to be accountable at his Tribunal 
hereafter, As to theſe, he hath expreſly charg'd me, and 
every Lay-Chriſtian, to watch, to ſtand faſt, 10 keep 


What is committed to ne,. t fight the gond Fight of Faith; 


&c.—— If I ſee then the Simplicity and Liberty of the GOS- 
PEL corrupted and infring'd by the Inventions, Traditions 
and Commandments of Mew; the UNITY of theChurch bro- 
ken by zew Terms of Communion and new Articles of Faith 
impos*'d upon the Diſciples. If I ſee Things ridiculous?, 


ſuperſtitious , erroneous h brought into the Church, and 


made a Part of Chri/tian Worſhip ; Things dangerous to 
Mens Souls, and which give them wrong Notions of the 
Terms of Salvation and Acceptance with God, and which 
manifeſtly tend to cheriſh a falſe and deluſive Peace ||, In 
this Caſe, though a Layman, I am bound to enter my proteſt, 
and to declare openly. my Diſſent, as I would not be condem- 
ned as a Betrazer of my SACRER TRUST, and would 
ſland beftre my JUDGE with Confidence at laſt. 


+ Reading the ſpurious, romantic, apochryphal Tales. 

t Bowing to the Name of eſis ; and worſhiping towards 
the Eaſt, Cc. 

Several of the Articles eſpecially the XXth, and the 
damnatory Clauſes of the Athandſiun Creed. 


| The Abſolution of the Sick, the Burial Office and Con · 


fication, 


SECT. 


CET 
SECT; VI. 


Several groſs MISREPRESENT ATIONS of the Diſſenters 
correfed. 


1 Proceed next to what you ſeem to glory in as the peculiat 
Excellence of your Letters, but which will ſoon appear, 
to your very SE LF, their peculiar Foible and Diſgrace, vis. 
Your retorting upon DISSENTERS their own Pleas and Co- 
fections; particularly your Charge, T hat they net only have, 
but 1MPOSE Ceremonies in divine Werſhip ; aid that there 
are various IMPOSITIONS among ſt ourſelves. 

You here force me to call you forth, Sir, to. undergo the 
Mortification of ſeeing yourſelf proved before the World, a 
falſe Accuſer of your Brethren. SITTING «at the Lord*s 
Sypper, you have at ſeveral diſtin& Times, and with great 
Variety of Language, moſt confidently aſſerted, ** to be really 
« IMPOSED by us-----t9 be CONSTANTLY, INVARI- 
« ABLY and UNIVERSALLY practiſed amongft u. 
« That it is never allowed to be DEPARTED from. ----That 
« our Miniſters INSIST uon, and REFUSE to abate i- 
with much more to the ſame Purpoſe. This now is a Charge 
not only abſolutely fal/e, but (which is a very aggravating 
Circumſtance, and mult ſhock greatly your Character & Credit 
before the World) you had /een it to beFALSE. For, you had 
actually read in Dr. Calamy*s Brief Account, &c. a moit ex- 
preſs Declaration that NO SUCH THING was at all :mp:/e4 
amongſt us, but that cur Cammunicants were AT LIBEKTY, 
to nſe their OWN POSTURE. I again put you in mind of 
this, becanſe you have not yet had the }{ononr to own the 
Falſhoo4 of this Charge, and publickly to retract it. I can 
aſſure the Public, there are no leſs than ſeven or cig/t dillen- 
ting Chutches in my own Neighbourhood, in which the 
Poſture either of ſtanding or kneeling at the Lord's Supper 
bas conſtantly been practiſed for many Years pait (though in 

ſome of them the Perſons are now deceas'd) and this with- 
out the leaſt Offence to any of the Congregation or Diſlike of 
the Minifters. — -—- Judge, Reader, hence what Regerd is 
to be paidto the Repreſentations of this zealoss Cenicr |! 
and how juſtly he deſcribes himfeli excountering with OH, 
and groping in the Dart. 

With equal Raſhneſs you afñrm'd, and ſtill Rontly maintain, 
That nc. in Family Prayer is AL AIS ra- 

40 tis'd by Diſſenters; that tis iu e ED and COMMAND = 
„Ep by the Maſter of the Family upon his Children and 
+ Let. II. p. 56, 57, 58. Let. III. p. 8, o. 

F „ Servaltss 


e 
ee Servants, by his ſignifying his Mind to them, and letting 
them know, once for all, he would have them knee/+,” 
Upon a particular Enquiry I aſſure the Public, that I cannot 
find the leaſt Trace of any ſuch [mpo/uz2n, or Signification of 
the Maſter's Mind in any Family of Diſſenters; 1 * that, in 
their Family Devotions, Standing is a Poſture very frequently 
uſed, and not avoided in Point of Conſcience, I believe, by 
ten Diſſenters in the Kingdom. The Matter is too triffling 
to merit many Words. But, to let you ſee how utterly 
unſit you are for the Office you aſſume, I will take you from 
the Darkne/5 where you miſerably grope, and lead you to a 
Light, which will a little diſconcert your Countenance, by 
acquainting yon, that at the three principal Diſſenting Aca- 
demies in the Southern parts of England, viz. Northampton, 
Taunton, and Bridgwater, it hath been the general, if not the 
conſtant, unvaried Uſuage both of Tutors and Students, to 
STAND at Family Prayer. Theſe are the Nurſeries where 
moſt of the Diſſenting Gentlemen and Miniſters in England 
have been form'd; whoſe Gu/tom therefore muſt naturally have 
a wide and ſtrong Influence upon Multitudes of Diſſenting 
Familes throughout the whole Land. See now with what 
Truth, with what Honour, and Diſcretion you bolt your ran- 
dom Cenſures at the religions Conduct of your Neighbours! 
and feel the juſt Pain with which they rebound and wound 
your own Head! 

But what heightens our Perverſneſs and Inconſiſtency, is 
this ; that at the fame time that we thus ALWAYS worſhip 
kneeling in our Families, and the Maſter comman Ds and u- 
POSES it upon all its Members : © Yet in our Prayers at 
4 Church, there, it ſeems we a!ways ſtand; and it is little leſs 
« than impoſed upon our People; for fo great and general 

cr js the Diſcountenance that &neeling lies under, that it re- 
& quires ſome Courage and Reſolution for any one to venture 
« upon it; and if ANY ONE does, you fay it again, he will 
«© be CENSURED for it.“ A Charge not more 50d, than 
it is groundleſs and faiſe. “ One Congregation, you have 
« faid, you con Name, where great Offence was given by a 
% Perſon kneeling at her Prayers.” But you have publickly 
been told, by an Authority of great Weight, which, l preſume, 
you durſt not contradict, that the whole Account isa Mis- 
REPRESENTATION ; of which the moſt authentic Evidence 
1s ready de be produce d. Did I not juſtly ſay, that your 
{aformers had /zrved you ii)? A Man conſcious of his own 


+ II Def. p. 70, 71- 7 II Def. p. 72. 
y Chindley's Caſe of Subſcrip. p. 14. | 
| | - Darknefi 


* 


* 1 
Dardtteſi, ſhould be cautious into what Hands he delivers 
himſelt up. | 
Beſides, could you have made good the Charge, not againſt 
one only, but even an hundred of our Churches; will this 
juſtify theUniver/ality and Poſitiveneſ5 of your Aﬀertion,that 
if ANY ONE #neels amongſt us, he WILL BE CENSURED 
for it? This publickly accuſes not one only, not an hun- 
dred, but aLL the Diſſenting Churches of this ridiculous 
Weakneſs ; which yet you cannot prove upon any ſingle one 
of them all. The FReproach therefore comes back with great 
Force upon yourſelf. I have made no extenſive Enqui- 
ries on this Head, but can take upon me to aſſure you, there 
are no leſs than ſix or /zven of our Congregations near me, 
(I believe there are many more) where KNEELING at public 
Prayer hath been conſtantly practis'd by one or more Mem- 
bers without the leaſt Diſcountenance, and of the many Mi- 
niſters I have conſulted, I find not 6ne who imagines the 
Practice would give Offence to any ſingle Congregation 
amongſt us. 
Alike juſt and well ſupported is that other Reproach, 
«& That :s generally held amoneſt us, that the Sacrament is for 
% none but PERFECT and CONSUMMATE Chriſtians.“ 
After multiplying on this Subject many Words to little Pur- 
poſe, unleſs jt be to ſhew the Reluctance with which you do 
it, you are at laſt forced to re tract this injurious Imputation 
as to the Preſbeterians+ (ho are by far the greater Part of 
the Diſſenters) and acknowledge it to be e. You might 
have done the fame by the Independents, whom you (till leave 
under its Weight. For though they are generally more mi- 
nute, I fear, in enquiring after Proofs of the Sincerity of a 
Man's Chriſtianity than the Scriptures authorife them; yet 
ther? is ſcarce one to be found, I believe, amongſt the moſt 
rigid of them all, who will not declare, that every /rucereChri/- 
tian hath a Right ta the Lord's Table, For do they not all | 
acknowledge that every ſuch Perſon is become, by the Goſpel 
Covenant, a Ch:/4of GOD, and a Brother vf JESUS CHRIST? 
Will the moſt rigid Independent ſay, then, that ch have not 
a Right to eat of the ſacramental Supper? No; the Truth of 
Grace, they will tell you, be it in ever ſo weak a State, inti- 
tles to the Sacrament. You wrong them therefore much by 
{aying that they hold it ts “een ue NONE but PERFECT 
end CONSUMMATE Chri/lians. 
Thus groundleſs and ill ſupported, Sir, are the Defuma i- 
ons of your Diſſenting Brethren, which your Fur hath been 


hen, — ds. Wa 4 e 


+ 11 Def. p. 36. 


2 wide 


C 3-3 
wide extended precdily to receive, and your Hand ſo officis 
ous to pros to the World, But ſuffer, I beſeech you, the 


Counſel of a Friend, Put away far from you that little, un- 
encrous, unmanly, bigotted Spirit by which“ Tou adviſe the 


Faithful to ſhun the Converſation and Company of our Miniſ 


ce ters,--- as being NOTORIOUS SINNERS, and not to have 
te any intimate unneceſſary Acquaintance with them, or Fami- 
« [{jarity in common Liſe+.” Indulge the more Chriſtian and 
Catholic Diſpoſition Dr, Nichols recommends, who informs 
the World with Pleaſure © of the charitable Correſpondence, 
« ond ſtrict Degree of Friendſhip which ſubſiſts betwixt the 
ce eſtabliſh*d Clergy and ſome of the Diſſenting Miniſters 4.“ 
(Tis becauſe they &n-w one another no more, that they do not 
live each other better, Shyne/5 begets Eſtrangement, E- 
ſtraugenent Averſion, and Averſion prepares the Mind not 
only; to receive with Pleaſure, but induſtriouſly to propogate 

roſs Miſrepreſentations, falſe Accuſations, 2 and 
Fittle Things, utterly without Foundation, and contrary to 
Truth. 

Had you freely converſed with the Diſſenting Miniſters 
around you, as the learned Doctor adviſes, you had ſaved your 

ſelf a good deal of public Mortification,which your injurious 


Accounts both of their Pricnciples and Practice have now un- 


happily drawn upon you. Cultivate at length, Sir, a fomiliar 
Acquaintance with them. Their Acquaintance will do you 
Honour; will edify and enlarge your Mind; will give you 


jaſter Notions of Men and of Things than a mere C:/lege E- 


ducation is Capable of doing, and prepare you for that happy 
World where Bigotry and Party-Zeal no more alienate piors 
Spirits, but where ALL the Children of GOD are gathered to- 
gether in ONE. From them you would have Jearn'd—— 
that the Ceremonies of the ſweeping Cloak, of kneeling at 
Ordination, of the People's holding up their Hands at that 
| Solemnity, of ſtriking a Covenant with their Paſtors, of gi- 
ving the Name at Baptiſm, are moſt of them never u- 
ſed at all in the greater Part of the diſſenting Churches ; and 
the other not the leaſt :i2p/ed; fall Liberty is given to uſe, 
or to ule them not; no Streſs is laid upon them; much leſs 
are they made indiſpenſible Terms of Chriſtian Communion ; 
as Spriſors, the Cre and krezling are with you. They 
would moreover, hav: told you, what you ſeem not to know, 
that tis not the mere 2½ 9 Ceremonies, againſt which Dilſen- 
ters object, ſo much as the imp?/ing them; the laying a Streſs 
upon them; the conſideriug them as Decorations and Inprove- 


Let. II. p. 8. Let, I. p. 83. + Nich. Def. p. 145. 
| | ment 


_ 1 
nente of Chriſtian Worſhip ; not only ſeſul, but x xcre- 
SAR V Inſtitutions ( as you had the Irreverenceto your divine 
Lawgiver to pronounce concerning Sp9nſ5r5) and the making 
Compliance with them Terms of Reception into the Famil 
and Church of Chriſt. And finally, they would have told 
you, that Mens uncovering the Head in Prayer, is by no 
means a mere Ceremony, but a Circumſtance or Act of Wor- 
ſhip, which ſeems dictated by the. Light of Nature; and is 
commanded by an Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xi. 3, 4, 7; and that there- 
fore, your placing this in the Rank of Ceremonies practiſed by 
Diſſenters, was (to return your own Compliment) molt cer- 
uinly a very heedle/5 and wrong-headed thing. 

© The Neglect of private faſting, is another Charge you 
advance againſt us, and inſiſt confidently that you were in 
the right inſaying it was very little if at all,practis*d amongſt 
us f.“ Diſſenters, Sir, I preſume, have read that Inſtruction of 
their Maſter, Mat. vi. 17. Thou, when theu faſteſt, anoint thy 
Read, and waſh thy Face; that thou appear not unto Men to 
faſt, but to thy Father wiich is in Heaven. Though they 
affe&t not to flouriſh with their /V72i/s and Lents (which with 
Sorrow they ſee turn d into little elſe than a religious Farce 
by too many around them) nor, like the Phariſee are oſtentati- 
ous in telling GOD and the Morlu how often they faſt; yet 
this Duty, I am perſuaded, is practiſed with much Seriouſ- 
neſs amongſt them. Beſides the excellent Diſcourſe of Ben- 
ret, to which you were refer d, you call for more T raQts, 
dee another on the ſame Subject in the Morning Exerciſe 
by Barker ; and from the Lives of the two Henrys, Allen, 
Baxter, T., &c. particularly of the late moſt ingenious & 
pious Aberneihy, you may learn what are their religious Sen- 
timents andPractice as to this Matter. In many of theirChur- 
ches there are {tated periodical Faſts, beſides the perſonal do- 
meſtic ones,which upon cxtraordinaryOccaſions are not un- 
uſual amongſt them. 

But was it poſſible you ſhould fo alertly attack us on this 
Head, when you knew it in our Power with ſuch Advantage 
io retort it! 

* of Diſſenters recommending 2 Fafts — Pray, 
have you met with any which diſcourage and forbid them? 
Bur, have you never yet met with your own LXXIId Canon? 
which lays, * No Miniſter ſhall without Licence of the Bish- 
„ Y under his HAND and SEAL, Heep any SOLEMN FASTSy 
2 either publickly or in any PRIVATE Housks, other than 
uch as are appointed by Law, nor be preſent at any of them; 


+11 Def. p. 47. 


6 under 


If“ you have met with no Sermons or Tracts . * 


38 | 
* ander Pain of SUSPENS10ON for the firſt Fault, of Ex, 
* COMMUNICATION for the ſecond, and of DEPOSITI- 


* ON from the Miniſtry for the third.” This, Sir, is the ex- 


alted Foot, upon which the Duty of private Faſting ſtands in 
your Church ! Could any thing then be more wiſe, more per- 
tinent, more juſt, than the Cenſures you deal us here? 

As to the Poſture of STANDING at Public Prayer, for 
which alſo you had the Sagacity ſharply to reprehend us; be. 
fides the great Variety of Scripture Examples which I pro- 
ducꝰd in its Juſtification;you have had ſince, from a learned, 
Hand t, ifhdiſputable Proofs from Fuſtin Martyr, Ireneus, 
Clemens of Alexandria, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, the A- 
paſtolical Conſtitution, Jerome and Auſtin, that it was the 
Poſture in which the Chriſtian Churches univerſally offer*d up 
their public and moſt ſolemn Addreſſes tod op through all the 
Primitive Times. So unlucky is your Hand, that the bolts 
you fling at us, as Debaſers of the Public Worſhip, ec. light 
directly upon the Heads of ſome of the moſt ſacred and ve- 
nerable Perſons which either Scripture or Antiquity holds 
out to your View | 

<< But the Inſtances of Abraham, Moſes, Samuel, Ge, 
* STANDING in Prayer ſerve, you ſay, to little Purpoſe; 
« unleſs it were alſo ſhewn,that they were Inſtances of ſuch 
* ſimple mere ſtanding as is practiſed in aur Congregations}.” 
Yes ; they are full to our purpoſe ; becauſeit appears not 
from the /acred Story, but they were Inſtanses of exactly ſuch 
femple mere flanding as is uſed amongſt us. As to the other 
Geſtures of Devotion which your [magination would ſupply, 
the SCRIPTURES are wholly ſilent; and your fertile 
Imagination, Sir, will excuſe us from accepting as a proper 
Supplement to the W594 of GOD. 

% The Primitive Chriſtians, it ſeems, cannot be imagin'd 
* to do no more than barely keep upon their Feet. 
No, they Prayet with Hands ſpread, and with Eyes lift 
ap toward Heavenh” Hence when we infer, firſt, that they 
did not read their Prayers from a Book. There were nq 


Eiturgies in thoſe Days. But the Paſtor, as Fuſtin Marty 


and Origen ſay, offered up Pr 


* and Praiſes to GOD, 
eccording to his Power, or as he was able. But, ſecond), 


by the Account which both Cyprian and Tertulliangive of their 
Geſture and Manner, the Public Prayers in Diſſenting Churches 
vaſtly more reſemble it than thole offer d in yours, © Stamns 


*© od Grutionem, Cum Modeſtia & Humilitate advrenici, 


+ Chandler's Caſe of ſubſcrip. p. 11, 12. 
7 Def. P. 76, 8 II Def. P · 777 


Ge, 


4 his public Trial as a Depraver of it 


3 9 | | 
t Fc. ||” VesrAN D at 3 — adoring with Mo- 


deftly and Humility, that we way the more elfectually comme ud 
eur Prayers to God ; not even lifting up our Hands high, bat, 
moderately and decently, no nor belly elevating our Faces. 
For the Publican whoſe Countenance as well as 83 Was 
VUMBLE and DEJECTED, went away juſtified rather than 
the ſaucy Phariſee. o 
When you have ſedately conſider'd the Contents of this 
Section, you will ſee Cauſe, Sir, once more to reſume your 
cenſorial Rod, and to lay it ſmartly on your /e/f; condemning 
heartily your own Temerity, in preſuming to write ſo free- 
ly about Perſons and Things you know 10 little of ; and to 
pronounce peremptorily upon Matters you had fo flightly 
examin*d. | 
Though this Article of your M1SREPRESEN TATIONS 
ht be vaſtly enlarg'd, I conclude with a freſh flagrant 
ance of it , which ſhews your Honour and Juſtice in a 
unfavourable Light, and too plainly demonſtrates 
that your Zeal for the Church hath juſt eaten them up. It 
is the Caſe © of a Diſſenting Miniſter in Canbrige, whom 
it you knew ; and who, you athrm, declared from his Pulpit , 
« that the Common-Prayer-Book had damn'd more Souls than 
« the Bible had ſaved; for which he was indicted, and had 
—. “ Here you ſtop 
ſhort, and leave that injur d Gentleman; yea, you tranſinit 
him to Poſterity, under the Scandal of the Indictment, with- 
out having the Honeſty and Virtue to inform the World of 
its Event, which you could not but alſo &nw,- — viz. 
that after a long and full Hearing, on both Sides, he was ty 
the Fewry HONOURABLY ACQUITTED. This Sir, is 


mi 
I 
v 


ſuch an Inſtance of Partiality, Injuſtice and notorious Miſ- 


repreſentation, as all virtuous and wife Men will behold with 
Indignation ; and as, I am ſure, muſt give you a good deal of 
Pain in the Review. The Caſe of that injur'd Minitter (Mr. 
Fofeph Huſſey) has been ſince Publiſhed (printed at Colche/ter 
in your Neighbourhood 1737) which I cannot doubt, you 
have ſeen. From thence it fully appears, that Mr. Huey 
ſpoke HONOURABLY, not reproachfully of the Co MON. 
PRAYER, in the Sermon referr*d too; and that he defery*d 


* highly that Acguital and Triumph over his Enemies which the 


Juſtice of his Country gave him; but which you 7njurcu/.z 
endeavour to blaſt and ſuppreſs 4. 
Z SECT. 
|| Tert. de Orat. Cap. 13. + II Def. p. 1256. 
| He was ſhewing how utterly repugnant the Armiaicr 
Principles are to ſeveral Parts of the Comman-Praver ; and 
after 


"CS 
SECT: VIE. 


Hiſſenters not INCONSISTENT in ſubniting ts fome Ge | 


remonies, and refuſing others: te 

4 
FTHIS is another Charge advanc'd vigorouſly againſt 60 
| us. The Ceremonies of Marriage and of N * 
Burial to which we Conform, are *enjoin'd in the ſame 0 


& manner, by the ſame Authority, and in the ſame Place C 
* (the Common Prayer) as the other Ceremonies and Rites 
*© againſt which we proteſt,” And you put it as a {tanning 
Difficulty, WHERE and WHEN the Magiſtrate pre- 
<< ſcribed the Mariage Ceremonies ot heruiſe than he did thoſe 
<<. of Baptiſm and the Lords Supper .“ I am ſurprized, Sir, 
that fo mere a Cobweb entangles you. Pray, what is your 
Common=-Prayer ! Is it any thing in the World but a mere 
Statute or At of Parliament; as really and truly ſuch, and 
nothing but ſuch, as any Statute in our Books of Law. Now 
as the Magiſtrate has in his Statutz: enjoin'd ſome things ofa 
C:vil nature, which belong therefore to his Kingdom, and 
which he has a Right to enjoin ;to theſe we reverently ſubmit: 
But as he has alſo, in the i Statute, injoin'd other things 
ofa religieus nature (pertaining to Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper) which, we humbly apprehend, belong to anther 
Kingdom, even that of JESUS CHRIST (to whom, and to 
whom ALONE, GOD the Supreme Governor has appointed 
fuch things) as to thele, we crave Leave to withold our 
Submiſſion, and chuſe io obey GOD rather than MAN, And 
behold, the very Magiſtrate who made the Stetute, has in- 
dulg'd us herein] has excſed our Obedience in the Points as 
to which we ſcruple! has repea/ed the Obligation of this 


Law 


after ſeveral Things ſaid very reſpectfully of that Book, con- 
| chides, ------- © I wiſh there was more of that Sirit of GoD 
| breathing in the Souls of Men now, which breathed in the 
| Souls of thoſe who made the Cmmon-Prayer ; and indeed 
| * conſidering the Inconſiſtency of Mens Principles, with 
« their groſs Hypocriſies in Practice, I fear that at the great 
* Day, when the Books are openfd, this Book of Common- 
« Pxczer, when tis open“ d, will come in a ſwift Witneſs a- 
' *<:in{t them. And if fo, I fear it will be found that that 
* Rook they now-ſo much rely on, may be a Means of ſen- 
| ding more of thera to Hell, than the Goſpel converts in 
7 92 Eug. ana. 


II Det. p. 80. Lt. III. p. 5. 
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Law upon Diſſenters; * 3 them to act in theſe things 
as to their Judgment ſeems beſt! Is there any thing in the 
leaſt difficult or entangling in all this? 
e- % But upon this Suppoſition all our Objections to the 

tte -Burial Office as Reatons apainſt Conformity fall to the 

« Ground. For if the whole Franſaction be a political thing; 

« and the Gentlemen officiating is, in thgt, no other than 
of « an Officer of the State, how is the Church, for the Lord's 
ne F © ſake, concern'din any thing he either ſays or does, on that 
ce « Occaſion 2 Certainly very much. The Church is 
es indeed nothing but a Limb of the SrarE. But if the 
g STATE :; exatts of tho/e, whom it deputes to officiate in 
e. this part of its Adminiſtration, anredſencble and ſhocking, 


le things; if it commands them to fay that 5/ack is white; to 

7, pronounce ſolemnly a Man /aved, whom they think verily . 
do be /off ; and to thank Gop that in his great Mercy he hath 

e talen to himſelf an abominable Sinner, when in their Con- 

d ſciences they believe that GOD took him away inVrath, and 

W Hath driven him from his Preſence to eternal Darkneſs below. 
: i the Officer, will you ſay, whois to pronounce and 


to do this, not at all concerned therein? Nor that Branch 

of the Adminiſtration in which he officiates at all w2unded in 
$ its Honour or Reputation thereby ? Molt deeply, no doubt. 
; And all virtuous and good. Men, by the eternal regards they 
; owe to RIGAHTEOUSN ESS and. TRUTH, ougut openly to 
ö proteſt againſt ſuch public Violations of them; and to declare 
their Dillike of ſu Proſtitution of /acred things. . -.__ | 
De Church, your learned Warburton 4 tells yon, has, by 
| Contract of Alliance, reſigned up her SUPREMACY in Mat- 

ters eccleſiaſtical; and her INDEPENDENCY to the State. 
Tux STATE, in Conſequence of this, hath drawn ap for 
her, Articles of Faith, and Forms of public Worſhip,. which it 
requires theChurch to ſulſeribe and to 16. Hard Fate of 
unhappy Church ! To come as Pupil to the STATE, to aſk 
whot tha mult believe, and how ſhe muſt Worſhip; yea, to be 
forced ſolemnly to ſubſcribe ARTICLES, which ſhe by no 
means believes, and to 2/7 Fox Ms of Public Worſhip, which 
ſhe greatly diſlikes ! But, is there no Preyarication, no Harm, 
no Hypocriſy in all this? No; the STATE hath. commanded, 
it; and we ar to. be ſubject to the Higher Pcw2rs, and to 
obey thoſe who have the. Rule over us. Tis not for a Man's 
trivate Conſcience to kick againſt the PV BLI; but if any 
one dare ſay, —— © That either FI the ARTCLES 55 HM ANY, 
«PART erronecag; or that the Book of COMMioN-PRAYER 


I 1 ecntain) 


af 1 | . 
„ Contains ANY 1HING 71 it contrary to Scripture ;”” your 
iVth and Vth Canons thunder out upon e a moſt 
terrible Excommunication, and cut him off, as a Wicked Wretch 
from the Body of CHRIST, Excellent Conſtitution 
this.! quite holy and apoſtolic ! moſt heavenly and divine! 
bearing upon every Part a lively and glorious Impreſs of the 
Character of JEsUs CHR13T ! What Wonder, if the 
Dignity of the Pr/e/tly Character finks ? If Religion is ridicu- 
led; and its Sacred Things treated with Drollery and Jeſt ? 
It is impofible, we are told, but Offences will come; but WO 
be to that Man! WO be to thoſe Chriſtians, whoſe hypacri- 
tical and corrupt Conduct lays theſe Stones of Stum bling in 
the Way of Infidels and Papiſts ! and y whom the Offence 


comerh ! 


2 


S E . E x . : 


The egregicus Abſurdity :f rejefing PRESBYTERIAN, and 
au. niting Poris Orainations, 


W E come next to the much conteſted point of Orders 
and Ordinate on, as ta which you are wont to make 2 
mighty ſolemn Parade. The Severity with which you nullify 
the D:/enters Ordination, though the very SAME with that 
of all the i//:/?rizus Churches of PROTESTANTS abroad, 
when at the ſame time you are ſo. complaifant as to acknow- 
edge the Validity of the Ordinations of the Church of Rome, 
is a conduct ſo extraordinary as one cannot cally compre- 
hend. The Hands and the devouteſt Prayers of a company 
of truly virtuous, religious andChriſtianPRESBY TERIANS, 
in Srot/and or Geneve, are not fo eſſicacious, it ſeems, to ſend 
a Man forth a TRUE Miniſter in the Church of CHRIST, 
s the Hands and ſuperſtitious Prayers of an anti-chriſtian, 
dolatrous, perſecuting and wicked Bis 1 oP of aly or Spain. 
— Ao z let a Prieſt, ordained by one of, come over 
to the Church of England; he ſhall be received as a valid 
Miniſter, rightfully ordained : But, let another, ordained by 
the moſt icaraed, religious PRESBY TERY which Germany, 
iſ1ng2ry, or the Whole World can boaſt, come over allo to 
% Church; this Proteſtant Church; his Orders ſhall be 
pronoun ed vor VALID, he muſt ſubmit to be ordained a- 
„eh. The FORMER is admitted, as one rig ih and day 
-nter*d a Paſtor in the Chriſtian Church, becauic a Biſhop's 
aud was laid upon him, though with a great many ridiculous 
„ perſtitiops and fooliſli Kites; and though he was really no 

8 CHRISTIAN 


a „ 3 
Cu RSTIAN Bp, but an Apoſtate from Chriſtianity, an 
open and ayowed Idolater and perſecutor of the F/oc4 ot 
CHRIST ; yea, tho' the Church alſo into which, by that 
Ceremony, he was entered, was /o far from being a TRUE 
CHURCH, that for $09 Years paſt nothing can be nore tf. 
But the LATTER, though fet apart to the Miniſtry by the 
moſt fervent and holy Prayers; tho' he has long labour'd in 
the Church of GOD wita great Diligence and Succeſs ; has 
ſaffered, perhaps, the loſs of all for the Sake of CR IST and 
his Truth; and is fled hither from the Rage of ido!atrous and 
cruel Biſpeps; yet, (ſtrange to relate!) for not having had 
the Hand of an idolatrous & cruel B:/hep in theCeremo- 
ny of his Ordination, he is confider'd but as a nere Layman 
in this Proteſtant Church of Englard; he ſhall not, cannot, 
be acknowledg'd by us as «a Miaiſter of JESUS CHRIST 
How ag gy and quite aſtoniſhing is the Partialiſy of this! 
But let us hear your Cenſure on this Head „Our 
« Miniſters are not duly ordain“d in their Office : Ihcir 
4 Miniſtratiogs are moſt certainly irregular; an nancceſtary 
“% and wanton, if not a factions departure from the primitive 
“Order, and therefore thoſe who attend them cannot depend 
&* that ſuch Ordinances will be bleſſed to them, nor can they 
i be pleaſing to Gop |.” And concerning the eftabliſhed 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, you affirm. Th: 
* having renounced EIS cOH AO, ond their Ordinaticns being 
** irregular, their COMMUNION cen be neither SAFE ver 
* LAWFULLS.” A moſt ſchiſmatical and raſh judgment; 
whichegualiy condemns ALL the illuſtious REFGRVED Chur-- 
ches of France, Holland, Suizerland, Germany, Piana, Hun- 
ary, Denmark, &c. They ALL likewiſe have renounctd 
£p1/copacy ; their Ordinations therefore mult be ir regular, and 
eir Communion neither ſafe nor !awfi!!, E Os 
But to give you, Sir, more juſt and favorrable Impreifons 
of Ordination by Presbvters : and to fink a little vour E- 
ſteem of that Epiſcara] Ordinatien on which you pique your- 
telf ſo much, Iregommend to your Conſideration the follow - 
ing things: | 
I. That Timothy was ordaintd bv the ing cn oft HHæ7 
of the PRESBY TRY, 1 Tn. iv. 14,.— Thar Pa an 
Barnabas were ordain'd by certain Prophets and Teachers in 
the Church of Antioch, and not by ez» BISHOP (of whom 
there is not a Word in all that Solemnity) prejrding in that 


* 


Fribes his ſolemn Approbation of. 
4 et. J. p. 73, 74. SI. Def. p. 145. 
| IS 


F The Words of the Neri which every Clergyman ſub- 


City, 


— 


„ 


ern, ANT THING 71 it contrary to Scripture;“ your 


th and Vth Canons thunder out upon him / facto, a moſt 
terrible Excsmmunication, and cut him off, as a Wicked Wretch 
from the Body of CHRIST, Excellent Conſtitution 
this ! quite holy and apoſtolic ! moſt heavenly and divine ! 
bearing upon every Part a lively and glorious Impreſs of the 
Character of JEsUs CHRIST! What Wonder, if the 
Dignity of the Prieſtly Character ſinks ? If Keligion is ridicu- 
ted ; and its Sacred Things treated with Drollery and Jeſt ? 
It is impoſfivie, we are told, but Offences will come; but WO 
be to that Nan! WO be to thoſe Chriſtians, whoſe hypacri- 
tical and corrupt Conduct lays theſe Stones of Stum bling in 
the Way of Infidels and Papiſts! and {y whom the Offence 


comer ! 
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Tre egregicus Abſurdity of rejefing PRESBYTERIAN, aud 
au. uiting Poris dination. 


7E come next to the much conteſted point of Orders 

and dini, as to which you are wont to make 2 
mighty folemn Parade. The Severity with which you nullify 
the enters Ordination, though the very s AME with that 
of all the ], Churches of PROTESTANTS abroad, 
when at the {ime time you are fo complaifant as to acknow- 
eg the Validity of the Ordinations of the Church of Rome, 
is a conduct io extraordinary as one cannot caſily compre- 
hend. The Hands and the devorteſt Prayers of a company 
of truly virtuous, religious andChriſtianPRESB YTERIANS, 
'n Scotland or Cereva, are not ſo eſſicacious, it ſeems, to ſend 
a Man forth a TRUE Miniſter in the Church of CHRIST, 
as the Hands and ſuperſtitious Prayers of an anti-chriſtian, 
'dolatrons, perfecuting and wicked B15 1 oP of Ha or Spain. 
—— — No ; let a Prieſt, ordained by one of, come over 
ts the Church of Luglend; he ſhall be received as a valid 
Miniſter, rig4tfully ordained : But, let another, ordained by 
ts molt icarned, religious PRESBY TERY which Germany, 
#/1477ry, or the Whole Woril can boaſt, come over allo to 
* Charch ; this Prote/tant Church; his Orders ſhall be 
nronoun'ed or VALID, he mult fabrait to be ordained a- 
1h, The FORMER is admitted, as one rige and diy 
nter'd a Paſtor in the Chriſtian Church, becauie 2 Biſhop's 
aud was laid upon him, though with a great many ridiculous 
" periiitiove and fooliſh Kites; and though he was really no 
CAR :5 71 


- 
CHRSTIAN Bi, but 41 2 from Chriftianity, an 
open and ayowed Idolater and perſecutor of the F/2:4 ol 
CHRIST ; yea, tho' the Church alſo into which, by that 
Ceremony, he was entered, was / far from being «a TRUE 
CHURCH, It for 920 Tear, paſt,nothing can be moreÞ.----- 
But the LATTER, though fet apart to the Miniſtry by the 
moſt fervent and holy Prayers; tho' he has long labour'd in 
the Church of GOD wita great Diligence and Succeſs; has 
ſuffered, perhaps, the loſs of all for the Sake of CHn1sT and 
bis Truth; and is fled hither from the Rage of :d:!atrous and 
cruel Bijh:ps ; yet, (ſtrange to relate!) for not having hae 
the Hand of ſuch an idolatrous & cruel Biſhep in theCeremo- 
ny of his Ordination, he is conſider'd but as anere Layman 
in this Proteſtant Church of England; he ſhall not, cannot, 
be acknowledg'd by us as « Miziſter of JESUS CHRIST 
How e and quite aſtoniſhing is the Partialiſy of thi: 

But let us hear your Cenſure on this Head „Our 
« Miniſters are not duly ordain“d in their Oſſice: Their 
« Miniſtrations are moſt certainly irregular; an unncceſlar 
“ and wanton, if not a factious departure from the primitive 
& Order, and therefore thoſe who attend them cannot depend 
“that ſuch Ordinances will be bleſſed to them, nor can they 
i be fleaſing to Gop .“ And concerning the eſtabliſhed 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, you affirm. Th: 
„ having ren:uaced EIS c, and their Ordinaticns being 
*© irregular, their COMMUNION cen be neither SAFE vor 
* LAWFULLS.” A moſt ſchiſmatical and raſh judgment; 
whichegzal:y condemns ALL the illuftious REFGRVD Chur 
ches of France, Holland, Suizerland, Germany, Prise, Eu 
Cary, Denmark, Ec. They ALL likewiſe have rcnonnc'd 
Epiſcopacy; their Ordinatiuns therefore muſt be ircegular, and 
their Communten neither ſafe nor lau. 

But to give you, Sir, more juft and favorable I nn 
of Ordination by Presviers : and to fink à little vour E. 
ſteem of that Epiſcofa! Ordinatien on which you pigue your- 
felf ſo much, Iregommend to vour Conſideration the follow- 
ing things: 

I. That Trust iy was ordainꝰd bv the Ie £2 of to Faves. 
of the PRESBY TRY, 1 7im. iv. 14,.—— Thar n ans 
Barnabas were ordain'd bv certain P;ophets and Towle; th 
the Church of Antics, and not by chr BISHOP (of ho: 
there is not 2 Word in all that Solemnity) PH, in that 


The Words of the Hiri which every Clergyman ſub- 
ſcribes his ſolemn Approbation af. 
'F Let. J. p. 5, 74. sn. Def. p. 145. 
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City, As xiii. r, 2, FL And that it is a well known, 
acknowledg*'d, inconteſtible Fact that Presbyters, in the ct. 
lebrated Church of Alexandria, ordainfd even their own Bifg- 


ops for more than 200 Years in the earlieſt Ages of Chriſti- 


. rf Biſhops and Presbyters are in Scripture the very ſame; 
or are not a diſtinct Order or Offce in the Chriſtian Church. 

The Churches at Phillipi had but two Orders of Church-Of- 
ficers amongſt them, vtz. Biſhops and Deacons, Philip. i. 1. 
And that the Name, Office, Work of a Biſhop and Presbyters 
are the /umz, appears from Tt. i. 5, 7. For this Cauſe 1 
leſt thee in Crete, that thou shouldſt ordain Preſbyters in every 
City, roR 2 Biſhop muſt be blameleſ5.---»-- Paul called the 
Presbyters together, and charged them, Ads xx. 27, 28. To 
take heed to the Flock over which the HoLY GROSS T had 
made them BisHOPS. * SO I Pet. v. 1, 2. The PRESBY- 
TERS among. you I exhort, who alſo am'a PRESBYTER, 
feed the Flock of GOD among yen, perſor ming the Office of 
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The Sur ERIORI TV of Bic hops to Presbyters is not only 
by the firſt Reformers and Founders of the Church of Eng- 
land ; but by many of its moſt learned and eminent Doctors 
ſince, not pretended to be of divine, brit only of human Inſti - 
tution; not grounded upon Scripture,” but only upon the 
Cuſtoms. or Ordinances of this Realm. The Tryth is, that 
<< in the New Teſtament there it ne Mention of any Degree er 
« Diſtinction of Orders, but only f PE acons or Miniſters, 
« and of PRIESTS or Bishops-»--»--;” faysa Declaration of 
the Function, c. which was fign'd by more than 'thirty-ſc- 
ven Ciuiliant and Divines, amongſt whom were th:irteenBisYs 
OPsF. © The Book intitled the Ieftitution Fa Chriſtian Mas 
ſubſcribẽd by the Clergy in Convocation and conſirmꝰd by 
Parliament, owns BISHOPS and PRESBY TERS by Scripture 
to he the ſame. + And that the main Ground of ſettling epi- 
copal Government in this Nation was not any Pretence of di- 
vine Right, but the Convenience of that Form of Church-Go- 


vernment to the State and Condition of the Church at the 


time of the Reformation, your learned Stillingfleet { affirms, 
and proves it to be the Sentiment of Archbiſhop Cramer and 
other chief Reformers. both in Edward VI. and Queen li- 
zaboth's Reign, of Archbiſhop Whitegift, Biſhop Bridges, 
* Hosater, Sutcliſſe, Hales; Chilling wort, Gc. — 
; 7 a 5 . ; 3 » It 
+ Burnet*'s Hiſt. Ref. Vol. Ap. p. 321. : : 

I Irenic. Chap. VIII. p. 385 


$ See & Letter of Dr. Raynolds of Oxford on this Head; 


« 


where 


. TS 
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3. It deſerves your ſerious Conſideration whether, by the 
Conſtitution and Frame of the Church of England, Sactz s- 
por AL Ordination be really at all neceſſary to the making 2 
valid Miniſter, and to the giving Succeſs and Efficacy to his 
Miniſtrations; or, whether there is, really, any s v cn Ording- 
ion in the Church of England at all? It feems clearly the 
Sentiment of our firſt 97 that it was not; and that 
they eſtabliſhed theChurch ofEng/znd agreeable to this Plan. 
For in a fele& Aſſembly of Divines conven'd by the Autho- 
rity of King Eduard VI. for the ſettling important Points 
relating to Religion, it was determin'd, as may be preſumed 
from a recorded Opinion of Archbiſhop Cranmer their Preſi- 
dent, , „That though in the Admiſſion ofBiſhops, 
« Parſons, Vicars, and other Prieſts to their Office, there be 
« divers comely Ceremonies and Solemnities uſed (he ſpeaks 
ce chiefly of Ordination) 75 theſe be not of NEcEssITY 
ee but only for good Ord 


| er and ſeemly Faſhion. For if ſuch 
cc Offices and Miniſtrations were committed w1 TH ov T much 


e Solemnity, they were nevertheleſs truly commited. And 
© there is no more Promiſe of Gop that Grace is given in the 
ce commiting of the eccleſiaſtical Office, than it is in the com- 
© miting the Civil. A Biſhop may make a Prieſt by the 
cc Scriptures, and ſo may Prixces and Gevernors alſo, and that 
cc by the Authority of God commited to them; and the Pe5+ 
_ .< pe alſo by their Election. For as we read that Biſhops 
© have done it, fo Chriſtian Emperors and Princes uſually 


. where he declares the Sameneſs of Biſhops and Prieſts, or that, 
they have equal Authority and Power by GOD's Nord to have 
| been the Judgment of St. Paul, Chryſoſtem, Jerome, Ambroſe, 
| Auſtin, | Theodorus, © Primaſius, Theophylaf?, Cecumenius, 
Aenſelm, Cregory, Gratian, the Waldenſes, Wicklifites, 
Huſites, Ge. Neal. Hiſt. Punt. vol. J. P. 497. 
* Archbiſhop Bencroft and the telt of the Biſhops with him | 
own'*d the Ordination of Preſbyters to be valid, and therefors 
refus*d to re-ordain the Scotish Preſbyters who were then to 
be made Biſhops, declaring, That fo doubt it, was to doubt 
whether there were any lawfull Vocation in moſt of the Reform- 
ed Churches; Archbiſhop Spotfw:rd's Hiſt. p. 514. The 
Biſhops of Scst/and, when Epiſcopacy was ſettled there, never 
equired the Preſbyterian Miniſters to take 2p//copa/ Ordina- 
tions. Bichop Burnet's Vindicat. p. 84, 85. ö 
1 Vide Extract from Archbiſhop Crarmer's M S. Stilling. | 
Iron. Chap. VIII. p. 391. 


1 


havs 


66 | | 
4% have done it: And the © Chriſtian Princes 


« were, commonly did e/ed their Biſhops and Priefts.——— 
« In the new Teſtament, he that is appointed to be a Biſhop 
ff or a Prieſt, needeth no Cogſecration by the Scripture ; for 
Election or appointing thereto is ſufficient.” 
Agreeable hereto, the Bi/bops in this Church in the Reigns 
of Hen. VIII. and Edw. VI. took out Commiſſions 
from the Crown, like other STATE OFFICERS, for the 
Exerciſing their /pinitzal Juriſdiction; in which they ac- 
knowledge, That ALL SORTS of Fur:/diion, as well 
«eccleſiaſtical as civil, flows oR1G1NALLY from the Re- 
« ga Power, as from a sUPREME HEAD, the Fountain 
% and Spring of ALL iſtracy within this Kingdom; and 
44 that they ought with grateful! Minds to acknowledge this 
« Favour derived from theK1 N 6 *sLiberality & Indulgence; 
and accordingly they ought to render jt up when ever the 
« K1NG thought fit to require it of them, And amongſt the 
« Particulars of eccleſiaſtical Power given them by this Com- 
& million, is that of oxRDAINING Presbyters ; and all this 
« to laſt no longer than the King'sPleaſure. And theſe things 
« are ſaid to be ſuper and ultra over and above what belong; 
c to them By Scripture 17. 
From theſe Commiſſions which the Biſhops took out, eſpeci- 
ally Honner“s Biſhop of London, it is evident that all the Pow- 
er of ORDINATION which the Biſhops had, or could have 
and exerciſe, in this Kingdom, they derived entirely from the 
CIVIL MAGISTRATE, and only from him. And that this 
really is the Caſe as to the eccleſiaſtical Orders Conferr'd by 
our preſent Biſhops ; that all the Validity, Significancy or 


Weight which they have in this Church they derive purely and 


ſolely from the Authority of the MAGISTRATE, inconteſti- 
bly appears hence; namely,that the Magiſtrate has aut horita- 
tv ly directed and preſcribed # ow and To wh oM Ordine- 
ein is to be given. And ſhonld an Ordination be given by 
all the Biſhops of this Church in OTHER Manner and 
OTHER Form then that preſerib'd by the Magiſtrate, ſuch 
Urdiuetion would be of no Legality nor Authority in #5: 


ter in the Church of Englard. A Miniſter in the Church of 
Chriſt, he poſſibly might be; but he would, I repeat it, be 
10 Ainiſter in the Church of England; nor would have Pow- 
er and Artheriiy to officiate as a Prieſt therein 1. Sa, 


again, 
F Rights Chr-Chur. Pref. p. 29. ' 

+ The Biſhop at the Ordination aftts,-----** Are you called 

arcerd:ng to N ill of our Lord Jeſs Chrift, and the 5 

| | . ORDER 


Church. The Man /> ordained would be no proper Minil- - 


Hes CB. I | 
in, when the Ctvit MAGISTRATE, for reaſons cf 
. ee or deprives a Biſhop of this Church from his 
Epiſcopal Office, he has thenceforward no more Power to 
ordain, confirm, or to do any ſingle Act pertaining to a Bishop, 
than the meereſt Layman in this Realm: And thould he pre- 
tend to or dain, whilſt under ſuch Saſpenſion, or Deprivation by 
the Civil Magiſtrate ; the orders he gave could be no Autho- 
rity in this Church. | 
The Church of England, if you duly weigh it, ſeems evi- 
dently conſtituted upon the congregational or Inde pendant 
Plan. *Tis from the PEOPLE (in other Words from the King 
and Parliament in whom the People have lodgꝰd their Power) 
that all the Officers in the Church receive their u hole Autho- 
rity, and are directed how to Ait. In all their ORDINA- 
TIONS, Juriſdidt ions, Miniflrations, its Biſhops and Prieſts 
act intirely by an Authority committed to them by the Civil 
Magiſlrate, received originally from the PEOPLE. So that 
as the PEOPLE, by their Repreſentatives, are ſuppoſed to 
have authoriz'd and appoifited them to act; ſo, and ſo only, 
areall the 3 Bishops and Prieſt; in this Church 
to officiate, and to diſcharge their ſeveral Functions therein. 
And if they preſume to tranigreſs the Bounds which tbe PEO- 


' PLE, by their Repreſentative, have ſet them; and to offi- 


ciate OTHERWISE than in the Form and Manner preſcribed, 
their Miniſtrations are illegal and of no Authority in this 


Church. 


This, Sir, I appeal to all who know our Conſtitution, is the 
real and true Nature of your boaſted EY Is CO PAL Cr dination 
as it now ſtands in our Church. Tis an Ordination perform- 
ed by aCivil Officer, i. e. by one who officiates only by an Au- 
thority deriv'd to him from the Civil-Mogiſtrcte, and the 
Legality of whoſe Miniſtrations and their Efficacy in this 
Church depends entirely upon his obſerving the Manner and 
Forms which the MAGISTRATE hath injoin'd Ordi- 


nations then, in the Church of England, if traced to their pro- 


per Origin, and rightly confider'd, are in truth nothing but 
merely cis i or popular Ordinations. 

Nor let it be here replied,- T hat theſe Bishops who 
by the Laws of England are impowered to ordain, are at the 
ſame time to be conſider'd as Sucoeſſors of the Apoſtles, and 
have receiv'd Power of Ord natian from theſe Founders of the 


« ORDER OF THIS REALM?” Me. It is not ſufficient to 
to make him a Miniſter in this Church thathe is called accord- 
ing to the Will or Inſtitution of JESUS CHRIST, if he be 


not alſo called according to the due order of THIS REALM. 


Chriſtian 


oe 5 ( 48 3 
Etriſfian Church by an NA he. lineal Deſcent. For thi 
Conltitution and Law of England knows nothing at all of 
this : It reſts not this Power which it commits to its Biſh« 
ops upon any ſuch 1 or Deſcent (which it knows. 
to be a Rope of Sand, a ridiculous Chimera, a thing which no 
Man upon Earth is able to make out) NO; but it conſiders 
the KING, veſted (by Act. of Parliament, or the Suffrage of 
the People) with a FULNESS of ALL Power eccleſiaſtical in 
theſe Realms, as empowering and authoriſing Biſhops to or- 
dain. This Power of. Ordination was once delegated to Crom- 
well, a. LAY MAN, as Vicegerent to the King. And by the 
- Conſtitution and Law of England. this Layman had then as 

much Authority fo ordain as any. Biſbop iñ the Realm; and a+ 
ny Prieſt whom he had ordain'd would have been as much 
4 Miniſter in. the Church of England, and his Miniſtrations as 
valid, as if all the Biſhops of the Realm had laid their Hands 
NT IE. -comioooctiTS.-4 8, 

4. The only Poſſible Way of avoiding this Difficulty, i; 
recurring to the wretched Refuge of Po is H Ordinations, and 


deriving the Validity of your Orders and Miniſtrations, and 


your Powers of Ordination from the idolatrous Church of 
Rome, If you derive them not from the Crv1r Magiſtrate, 
vou muſt from Por 1s H Biſhops. A deſperate Refuge this! 
attended with a train of monſtrous Abſurdities ! all which yet, 
rather than admit the Orders of Foreign Proteſtant Divine, 
and the Regularity of their Miniſtrations, you reſolutely 
ſwallow. : EY IO, - 5 „ 

That Pop E RAV is an undoubted fundamental Syboerſion d 
the whole Scheme of Chriſtianity. That it is that Ap o- 
STACY from the Chriſtian Faith, deſcribed by St. Paul, 1 
Tim, iv. 1, 2, 3.--—— The Max or SIN end the SON OF. 
PERDITION ſiting in the Temple (Church) F Gop ; obe- 
{ing and exaſting himſelf above all that is called GOD, foretold 
by the HoLY GHOST, 2 The. i. 3, 4. And that thr, 
Chrrech of Rome is repreſented, by the prophetic Spirit in the 
Revelation of St. John, as an adulterous and bloody WOMAN, 
which hath broken the Marriage Covenant that eſpouſed her 


9 *. * — 


to CHRIST, and is fallen into a State of abominable and o- 


bay Lewdneſs ; multiplying her Fornications ; and inſtead of 


ringing forth and cheriſhing a fa:thful Seed to the Redeem „ 


breathes out horrid Threatnings and Perſecutions 


them, mate, War with the Saints, deſtroys them from the 


pe * 


Earth, and is drunk with their Blood; that the Papacy, or 


Church cf Rome, is thus deſcrib'd by the HOLY GHOST, 
Proteſtant Divines, and even thoſe of the Church of England, 
re. cy conſeſs. How aſtoniſhing then to ſee! That from 


chi; 


: 


bo CO. . aw the dl LESS S8 po is. 


. 
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this idolatrous apoſtate Church 500 derive, by OxDINATT= 
oN, your /pirityal and ſaeredotal Powers } and boaſt that 
you can trace from her by an uni»terrupt ed Line your ccclgh- 
aſtical Deſcent. Strange ! that without ſhame you declare 
your ſelves before the World the offspring of this filthy 
Vither'd old HARLO T, as your Church expreſly calls her; 
and that the Validity of your Ordination and holy offices 
in CHRIS T's Church, you reſt upon their Tranſmiſſion to you 
from this Antichriſtian and fa//e Church, even at the very 
time that you acknowledge that ſor a THOUSAND Tear: paſt 
it has been ſo far from having the Nature of the TkUE 
CHURCH that NOTHING CAN BE MORE ,-------- What 
Miracles are here | That which is xo true Church, nor bas 
been any thing like it for a thouſand Years paſt ; yet conveys 
true, regular Church-Offtices and Powers ! An ant:-poſtslig 
Church imparting genuine apeſſolic Orders! The Synogogue 
ef Satan become the ſacred Repoſitory, where the Power of 
Ordination to holy Offices in CHRIST's.Church for more 
than n Centuries principally reſted, and was almoſt 
enly to be found ! The Church off Rome, which by Apoſtacy 
hath cut it ſelf off from the Body of Cu RIS r, hath neverthe- 
leſs his Spirit and Authority dwelling in it; and is commiſ= 
feaned by CHRIST to examine, ordain, and ſend Miniſters 
into his Church, for the edifying of his Body and perfecting 
his Saints! How in every View marvelous and tranſcendent 
is this? 

T « But Harlat as ſhe is, you ſay, ſhe may bring forth Chil- 

% dren as well as a virtuousMatron, and ſometimes Children 
c far better than herſelf +.” Poor Conſolation this ! For the 

Children ſhe brings forth in this State of her Divorcement 

muſt be born of Fernication, a ſpurious and corrupt Race. 
This, Sir, is that Church of Name whom you own as your 
| MoTHER, and from whom you claim by 0r4nation to be 

' eceleſiaſtically ſprung ; and the Sons of this vile and deteſtible 

7 Proſtitute you acknowledge as yourBrethren ; duly born into 

| the Church; ordain*d, becauſe epiſcopally, ina valid and right 

mafiner ; whereas the glorious Company of foreign reformed 

Churches, together with the Church of Scotland and the Diſ- 

| ſenting Miniſters at home, you utterly diſown as eccle/iaftic af 

Brethren; and affirm, **That having renounc*dEpiscopacy, 
and their Ordination being irregular, their C:mmunion can 

« be neither lawful nor ſaſe.”” Where, alas! is the Decency, 

. the Conſiſtency, and Common Senſe ; to ſay nothing of the 

L Chriſtianity or Charity of this ! 

The Church of Rome, by the XIXth Article of the Church 4 

; Il bel. p. 52. 4 

6. $ 
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eg lam, eannot poſſibly be a Part of the true viſiblechurck 
of En 4187; for this it thus defines, - 4A Congrega- 
ties of faithful Men, in which the pure Word of GOD is preack- 
ed, and the Sacraments be duly adminiſtred accordi ng toChriſts 
Ordinance, in all thoſa things that of Neceſſity are requiſite to 
* 2 But do you not acknowledge that the pure Word 
ef GOD is ſo far from being preached in the Rom:/& Church, 
that tis there corrupted by midſt erronious and abominable 
Traditions, idolatrous Rites, and b/a/þhemors Fables, as your 
XXXIt Article molt righteguſly (tiles them? Do you not 
confeſs thelV:ne to be an eſſential Part of the Lords Zu per? 
Is that Sacrament then duly mimiſtred, according to Chi 
Ordinance in the Church where 1% Cup is taken from thepeo- 
dle? . ; oh 
r In ſhort, “ if Blaſphemies againſt GOD, and Tyranny o- 
ce yer Men; if defacing the Ideas of Diety, and cerrupting the 
cc Principles of moral Honeſty and Virtue ; if ſubverting the 
« Foundations of natural Religion, and acting directly coun- 
< ter to the Spirit and Deſign, and overthrowing the eſſential 
c Artict:s of theChriſtian Faith; if the moſt avowed and bold 
„ Affronts offer?d to Heaven, and the bloodieſt and moſt 
ce brutal Outrages executed on the beſt of Men ; if all theſe, 
* 1 fay, are ſufficient.to exclude Men from being a Part of 
© the truely catholic apoſtalic Chureh, the Romaniſts can cer- 
c tainly have no Pretences to it.“ | | 

The Church of Rome then having by her abominable Im- 
moralities, Blaſphemies and ldolatriesexcommunicated herſelf, 
and cut herſelf off from the Body of Chriſt, ſhe cannot have 
Ks Spir:f and Power dwelling in her; conſequently, has no 
Authority to convey ſacerdotal Characters and Offices in 
Chrift*s Church ; the Characters and Offices therefore which 
ſhe pretends to convey, are /pu#ious and of no Validity or 
Efficacy therein, 3 

But what finiſhes the Abſurdity, and renders it quite aſto- 
niſbing, is,--------That theſe very Popish Clergy, to whoſe 
OzDERS you pay ſuch extravagant Complaiſance,are ſo un- 
polite as not to return the Cempliment to yours : No; fo 
far from it, that they rudely pronounce you att, from the 
oreateit Archbishop to the meanelt Clerk in the Land, a Com- 

y of mere common unconſecrated Laymen ; as unqualifi- 

ed for performing any holy Office in the Chriſtian Church as 
che molt illiterate and contemptible Diſſenter of us all. To 
return Good for Evil is, indeed, ſometimes truly great. But 
to ſee the veflerable Bench of Biſhops and Governors of this 
Church with the whole Body of its Clergy,not only yielding 
Kut e7::e5ding before the World forthe Validity and Efficacy 


3 N 
theOrders of Po Is MH Prieſte; when at the fame time theſe vas 
ry Priefixare going up&down theKingdom undermining their 

Authority, invalidating their Miniſtrations, and repreſenting 

their Tacerdotal Powers as a mere Nullity and Jeſt. —-T 

ſee them publickly maintaining the-ecclefraſtic Characters an 

Office of _ Gorrupters of Kelten theſe ſworn Enemies 

to our eivil Government and to his Majeſty King George 

theſe crafty Szducers, who are gone oath Mong * reaſon, 

Idolatry, Superſtition and deſtructive Error through the 

Land, —— this is ſuch a Strain of Cou ae as no Reaſon 

can juſtify ; yea, is ſuch a Strain of Weakneſs and Impolicy 

as ought not to be beheld without indignant Concern. For 

this gives theſe Popi/b Emiſſarjes a: moſt dangerous Advany 
tage over you: They artfully tell their Proſelytes, That 
you acknowledge the Truth and Validity of heir Orders; 

« whilſt hey utterly deny the Validity of yours; the only 

SAFE and SURE way therefore is to ſtick to their-Mini- 

©* ftrations ; which, yourſelves being Judges, are authentic 

and valid; whereas there is, at Jeaſt; = Riſque, ® Danger 

* attending yours; and; © that the Peofle cannot (to uſe 

& their own Words) depend with ſ much Aſurancę as is re- 

&« quiſite tothe Peace and Acquieſcence of their Mind, that 

sch ORDINATIONS willbe bleſſed to them, and that 
* they are pleaſing to Gp.“ Thus they.uncourteouſly turn 
the Weapons againſt you-which you put in their Hands ; & 

whilſt you are juſtifying their Orders, make uſe of thoſe very 

Orders to poiſon and pervert the People; and craftily ta 

traduce, undermine and deſtroy your Church. | 

7 The great Bleſſing of xis co AL Ordination is wan, 

© ting to the foreign Churches, you affirm, rather through 

_ Nxzcxss$1TyY than Choice. This is perfectly romantic, and 
has not the Face of Probability: Does not theWarld know, 

that in their public Confeſſions and Formularies of Faith, 

Biſhops and Prieſts are declared originally the ſome, and that 

the Power of Ordination belongs equally to both ? Can any 

thing be more manifeſt than that epi/copa/Ordination, if cho: 
len, and delired by them, like other Hritiſt Mannfaftures, 


7 II Def. p. 50. | 
t Mr. Du Pleſis (ſays Eiſbop Jer. Taylor) a Man of Ho- 
nour and great Learning, atteſts, that at the firſt Reformati- 
on there were many-Arcbiſhops and Cardinals in Germory, 
France, Italy, &c. who join'd in the Reformation, whom they 
might, but did not, employ in their Ordination; and therefore, 
fays the Biſhop, what Neceſſity can be pretended in this Caſe 
1 would fain learn? Epi/e. Aſſerted, Ge. p. 191. 
| H 2 night 


wight with all imaginable Falk 4 a few Days exported to 
chem, and ſpread in a few Months through all their Provigces 
and Towns? Are there not in this Kingdom thouſands ofZ:. 
Fleſiaſtics, who, receiving it from our Biſbapt, would moſt Joy- 
fully carry over this great Bleſſing to foreign Churches? Or 
ſhould aay of their D:ivines come over to fetch it, would they 
not be received, think you, with Extaſies of Welcome; and 
return loaded with Honours ; 2 with Favours more 
folid and ſubſtantial than thoſe? Has there no Managment 
or Addreſs been uſed-thro* a Century. paſt, to introduce into 
their Churches this epi/Top2/ Grace? And as to its © ſuitin | 

ce the Conſtitution and Frame of their Civil Governments,” no- 2 
thing you know, can better fit thoſe of the Lutheran Proſeſi- I © 
on, who have nominial Biſhops, tho* no Ordinationbut PRxEs- 

- BYTERIA Nc amongſt them Jo aſſert then, that the 
& foreign Churches do really PREFER, DESIRE and ſome of 

te them sia for EPISCOPAL ORDINATION ; aud that 

$ it is not of CHOICE but of NECESSITY they want il, 
appears to be mere Romence ; an Aſſertion far from do- 
ing Honour to the Perſon that makes it. 
There is one Conſideration more, upon this Head of Ordi- 

nat ion, which I beg leave to mer tion; the rather, becauſe there 
hath not generally, I think that Streſs being laid upon it 
which its Importance deſerves : Which is 
J. Suppoling the Power of ORD1NATION to be, from 
Scripture ever ſa clearly proved to belong /vlely to Biſhrps ; 
yet all the Biſhops of this Realm refuſing to ordain but upon 
unjuſttfiable Terms ; ORD1N AT1EN, in this Caſe, may jult- 
ty be ſought from Presbyters ; and, when given by then, is 
of undoubted Validity and Regularity in the Chriſtian Church. 
The Biſhops require from all Candidates for Ordination, as 
an indiſponſble'T erm of Receiving. it from them ———T at 
they ſubſcribe willingly, and ex animo to the XXXIX Articles, 
that they are ALL and EVERY ONE of themagreeable to the 
Word of Gor : And that they Solemnly declare their v N- 
FEIGNED Aſſent and Conſent to ALL and EVERY THING 
contain'd in and preſcribed by the Book of Commo n-PRAY- 
ER. This nowis a Term of Admiſſion to the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry, which they have »» Authority from CHRIS r to infill 
upon or to make; yea, a Term (if with Humility I might ſay) 
which they offend greatly againſt the Right and Liberty of the 
Chriſtian Church, and agunſt Cx RIS T its only Head, by 
preſuming to make; becauſe, thouſands may be duely qualific ly 
according to the Will of Cu xis r, to act as. Miniſters in hs 
Church, who cannot with a good Conſgience comply with 
4 Term, By inliſting therefore on it, they rejecł _ 
1 ; EG wnom 
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5 
whom CHRIST receives;.and Gnlowfull keep out Numbers 
of-worthy Perſons ſrom a Part in the Chriſtian Miniſtry who 
© by the Appointment and Will of God, and by the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Chriſtiap Church, have a Right. of Admiſſion to it; 
and yhoſe Min 
n Fae Le a "I Fr S.. 
Let the ſele Power of Ordination then be allowed to have 
been original ladg'd in the Bi/hops / yet, if at any time they 
© ſhould enter into a Combination to ebn/e+ and pervert this 
Power; to lay, a Yoke upon Chriſtian Minifters which 
CHRIST never laid upon them, and which they ought not to 
bear; and Ordination cannot be had from THEM upon honcur- 


iltry is greatly needed and would be uſefull 


able and Chriſtien Terms; in this we. may ſaſely reaſon, as 


our Lord hath taught us in alike Cafe, that GoD ul hate 
Mercy and net Sycriſice that a mere Ceremony is to give way 


fo Conſiderations of a moral nature; and that Men, in other 


reſpects well qualified, when theirService is needed (of which 


themſelves and the People are to be Judges) may act as Mi- 


niſters in the Church of Chriſt ; either without any Ordinati- 
ain, when it cannot. hcnourably be had; or with ſuch only, 
Whether Presbyterian or Popular, as can be obtained upon 
©. honourable Terms, 7 „ Ka.” 


4 4 


. .. Theſe things I recommend, Sir, to your diſpaſſionate and 


: ſober Thoughts; not doubting but they will diſpoſe you to 
_ + be leſs ſevere upon Presbyterians, and more modeſt in your 


lorying on epi/c:pal Ordination, than you have formerly 
And whether thoſe who now claim the //? POW. 


er of Ordination, and conſider. it as « ſnered TRUST com- 
mited to them by CHRIST, can juſtify their refu/ing it, but 
upon Compliance with ſuch ſevere and unregſonable Terms, 
| —delcryes maturely to be weighed ; conſidering that (at 
far as they bear any Relation to Chriſt) they are not Lox ys 


but only Servants in his Houſe ; and that to u 1M they mul 
be accountable for ſo important « TRUST. 11 5: 


—_ : 
be *>. A 


— „ 


Are expreſly Commanded, by the Apoſtle, o AVOID. * 


"onſt 
that it 
0-06.53; — feapl 
t want te ſee is, how from the Right 7 Tudoment the Right|whon 
LL a: dns can be deduced +?” But can a perſon of = CHR 
cernment want to be thewn this? Does not rhe Right of #4 
JvD.61NG in things of Religion, neceſſarily imply not only 
a Right, but a Daty alſo, of ACTING agreeable to that Jud. 
ment ; or in other 2 a Right of Choice? Pray, why 
muſt a Man exam in? That he may have, peradventure, the 
Guilt and Mortification of combating his on "Conſcience 
and acting contrafy xo his Senſe of Things ? What Abſurdi 
were this ! If the Chriſtian Laity were to ry the Spirits, a 
to examine and weigh the Doctrine their pretended Paſtor 
brought; then tho/e ſurely whom the / found-to bring nt 
the Bocitine of CHRIST, Airy to be led by nt the diving 
Spirit they were to zejeRt, to turn away from, and to accept 
as their ſpiritugl Guides,” © © & 
* Accordingly; the Chriſtian 1 LAITY are charged Rom. xvi, 
17, To mark (to conſider, to obſerve carefully) them that 
CAUSE Diviſions and Offences contrary to the Chriſtion Doe. 
trine and to AVOID them, Notę, thoſe who make NEW 
Terms of Communion jn che Church of Chriſt ; ; who Et uy 
NEW Ceremonies of human Invention, and command th 
Subjects of Chriſt to yield Obedience to them; and who cal 
5 on of the Church, or ) cfaſe to admit into it, thoſe who com- 
ES: not with/uch Ceremonies and Rites ; THESE, Sir, are the 
en-(T appea}- to your on Conſcience, and to the Bax of 
_ ternal REASON at which all muſt ſhortlyſtand) THESE. are 
the Men which CAUSE Diviſions and Offences contrary to the 
(Chriſtian Doctrine; THESE therefore the Chriſtian People 


Atten- 


enn 22 = | 


_ tively years Fea 'this, and you will never more condemn out 


Separation from your Church: This ſingle Text alone : juſtifies 
it before the World ; ; and not only ſo, but proves it a mol 
plain and indiſpenſible Day. 
The Church of England ſhine moſt plainly to have depart- 
ed from and deſtroyed the primitive and catholic COMMU- 
NION OF SAINTS, by ſetting up and enjoining OTHER 
Terms of Chriſtian FELLOWSHIP than the GOSPEL hath 
enjoin'd, and rejecting thoſe whom Chriſt receives. 


+ ae G 


From this therefore, upon Chriſtian Principles and by the 
Command of St. Paul we are to wilherow „ to 
Jeparate. | 


But to return. The Manner in which the Place of Judi 
the Traitor, was filled up, Act, i. and in which the ſeven 
Deacons were choſen, As vi. ſhews it plainly to be the 


+ n bel. 5. 57. 


;nſtitution of the great FOUNDER of the Chriſtian Church 
thatits Miniſters ſhould be appointed by the Election of the 
Prople. An Apoſtle was an Officer of extraordinary Rank, 
b:(ybom it { in a peculiar Manner the Prerogative of 
ay CHRIST to appoint ſolely to that Office; but neither doth he 
of fd this, nor yet order the Apoſtolic College to fill up this Va- 
ly fancy by their own Authority and Diſcretion ; but, (for an 
5 . no doubt, to future Ages) he commanded the 
7 


Chriſtian People (the whole Number of Believers, as far as ap- 
xears, that were then at Jeruſalem) to chuſe out Two, and 
ent them before him, of whom he would appoint one to 
the vacant Apoſtolate. A ſtrong preſumptive Evidence, every 
one muſt grant, in ſupport of popular Elections. DR 
And when /even Deacons were to be appointed to manage 
the Churchts Stock; though the Apoſtles were then veſted with 
a Fulne/i of Power, and Rad the Gift of DISCERNING SPI- 
RITS (in both which. have no Succeſſor:) and were 
therefore far þetter qualified to have cheſen Perſons for that 
Office than the Multitude of Lay Chri/tians ; yet behold, as a 
ſanding Monument to After-times, in whom this clective 
Power was to reſt in the Church, they took not upon them 
mthoritively to nominate, but directed the PEOPLE to look 
out ſeven Men of good. Report. In Obedience to this Direction, 
nd in Purſuance of their Right (as the Lord's Freed Men, 
put into' an happy State, where none were to have Authority 
or Dominion over others, but all were to be Brethren) the 
whole Maltitade, tis ſaid, choſe, or, as you ltearnedly render 
it, PICKED OUT. of their Number ſeven Men. .ͥ Not ts 
differ on ſmal{ things, Sir, if you allow the Chriſtian Laity 
to pick our their Miniſters, as the Apoſtles, with their 
ſuperior Powers and Gifts of diſcerning Spirits, allowed the 
Laity in their Times, this is all we crave. —— 
So when Judges and Rulers were to be appointed over the 
Hebrew Tribes; Moſet, tho” poſſeſſed of ſo extraordinary 
a meaſure of both Wiſdom and Authority, pretends not to 
appoint them merely of his own Will, but leaves them to the 


. People's CHOICE. Deut. i. 13. Take ye wiſe Men and 

J. WH *uderſtanding among yeur Tribes: And I will make themRulers. 

Re cop himſelf did not think fit to become the Peculiar King 

th iſ and Governor of this People but by their free ELECTION 

ud CHOICE, Exod. xix. 8. 

de 4s to the Practice of the antient Church, tis not I, as ycu 
0 ſuggeſt, but a Writer of your own, high enough for Church 

Power, who ſays, ©That the People had Voter in the choice 
T — 

n + Lowth. | 

e «of 


Hp 2 1 | 3 
'* of .Biſbops, all muſt grant, * it can be only 16NO- 
«© RANCE andFOLLY that pleads the contrary.” Town, I 
am ſurprized at your conteſting ſtifly this Point, when the 
Stream of all, even your own Writers, beats ſo violently a- 

gainſt you. Clemens Romanus r, a Contemporary of the 
Apoſtles, ſays © they appointed Biſhops, by Conſent of the 
whole Church.“ How ofter does Cyprian ſay Nihil fiat 
*© nifi conſentiente Plebe,” Let nothing be done but by Conſent 
of the People, Again, Deus inſtruit Ordinationes facre- 
** dotsles non nift ſub” Populi aſſiſtentis Conſcientia fieri op- 
«© portere , GD yr that ſacredatal ORDINATIONS 
ſbould not be made without the Aſſiſtance and Conſent of the Peo- 
fle. Himſelf, he declareg ch;/en to his Office,“ Fayore 
„ Plebis, Popul ſuffragio, by the Favour & Vote of the People. 
Your Criticiſm on the Word nahes an (which all the 
Learned know property and conſtantly ſignifies a Vete; as 

it undoubtedly does in one if not both the very Inſtances you 
brin - to diſprove it) is too ſlender to deſerve a particular 
Conſideration ; eſpecially as you offer not a Word againſt that 
other expreſs Teitimony quoted from the ſame Father, which 
iadifputably ſhews the Senſe in which he uſes, Suffragiun, 
«« Plebs maximam habet Poteſtatem vel elegendi dignos ſa- 
6 cerdotes vel indignos recuſandi,“ To the PEOPLE belongs 
the CHIEF POWER either of chuſing wirthy Miniſters ar of 
refetting the Unworthy, This is a Teſtimoriy full to the 
row which you could rot gainſay, and therefore wiſely - 
rerlock it. . 

the Conſtitaifor of the Apoſtles decree, That he who is to 
Fe ordained & Biſhop muſt be CHOSEN by all TREK PRO IE 
. es the myſt Worthy. „ 

The Cannons call*d the Apoſtles depoſe ſuch Biſhops, as ar- 
ch:/en by the civil Magiſtrate||. 

The famous Council of Nice, in a ſynodical Epiſtle to the 
Church of Alexandria forbid any to be ordained Biſhops with- 
cat the FLECTION of the People. | 

The Councit of Conſtantinatle, Anno 382, ſay they ordain- 
ed Nedarius, cundto decernente civitate, all the City decree- 

2 it, and Flovianus, omni Eccleſia decernente, according t9 
tle Determination of the whele Church. | 
The Council of Carthage, Anno 394, ſay a Biſhnp is to be 
6r#.4i1ed, cum omni cunſenſu Clericorum & Laicorum, with 

b nnicerſa! CONSENT both of the Clergy and LA v. 


+ Fpift, ad Cor. Cap. 44. ＋ Epiſt. 67. 
Conſt. Apoſ. L. 8. Cap. 4. 
Can. Apoſ. 20, in Photio. 
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Les V. Father Paul F JN 7 5 8 amply ſhewn, “that 
ce the Ordination of a Biſhop could not be lawfull or valid, 
which was not required and ſought by the PEOPLE, and 
by them approved; which is ſaid by all the Fathers of thoſe 
Times ;” and adds, Qui præfuturus eſt omnibus, ab omnibus 
eligatur t Let him that is to preſide over all, be choſen by all. 
« This order (ſays that eminent and impartial Churchman) 
« of admiting none to eccleſiaſtical Function, but by Election 
« of all the Faithfull in a general Aſſembly, was inviolably 

e obſerved, and ſo continued for about 200 Years.” 
The Council of Paris, Anno 552, require the ELECT10N 
of the PEOPLE and Clergy on Pain of Excommunication. 
 Chryſoftom was choſen Biſhop of Conſtantinople by the com- 
mon Conſent of all Perſons, Clergy as well as Laity S. In 
the Choice of St. Martin, the Votes of the People, carried it 
againſt the Votes of the Bi/hops themſelves, the People inſiſting 

upon their Privilege ||. | 
Finally; the mighty Conteſts and Struggles, of which 
Eccleſiaſtical Story is full, into which the great Cities frequent- 
ly fell at the Election of their Biſhops, put beyond all doubt 
the Antiquity of the Practice. That at Antioch when Euſta- 
thius was choſen, deſcrib'd by Euſebius (de vita Conſtant. L, 
3. Ch. 59, 60) where alfo is the Empercr's Letter to the 
People of .{ntioch (another memorable Monument full to the 
Purpoſe) exhorting them not to cuvsE Eu/ebius as their 
Biſhop, but to think of ſome other Perſon.— - That at 
Ceſarea deſcrib'd by Greg. Naz an.++ That at Alex- 
andria by Evggrius * That at Conſtantinople, ſeveral 
times, by Sozomen, Cc. That at Epheſus by Chryſeſtom, 


At Verſeiles by Ambroſe, At Milan by Socrates 
— At Rome by Amianus "Marcellinus, OC. — It 


hence evidently appears what the Sentiments and Practice 
were of the Churches in thefe antient Times. So that fo 
warm a Champion for Church-Authority as your zealous 
Dr. Wall is forced to confeſs, © That it is a Piece of Hiſtory 
« which cannot fairly be denied, that amongſt the primitive 
« Chriſtians the People uſed to have their SUFFRAGE in 
the Choice ofChurch Officers; &that this is the molt regular 
« Way; that it continued many Tears; &thoſeChriftians who 
© have gone about to mend this Way, have made it worſeff.” 


The ſe 
+ Benef. Mat. Ch. vi, ix. t Leon. Ep. 89. Cap. 5. 
§Socrat. Schol. L. 6. Ch. 2. | Sulp. Sev. Cap. 7. 


- 7 Oat. 19. „ L. $. . 6. i 
tt Dr. Walls Hiſt. Inf. Bap. Vol. II. p. 334. Nay, if any 
Presbyter was created a Biſhop by imperial landa:es, the Peo- 
ple were enjoin'd to renounce him. 


88 
Theſe now are the Grounds on which this Right of the 

People lands. YourReaſoning upon this Head is truly extra- 
ordinary ; which in ſhort 18 this, 66 A Man does well 
« who meekly attends the Miniſtry of a good, able, ortho- 
dox Minſter, by“ whomſoever provided; but the King, 
*© Biſhops, Lord Chanceller, Gentry &c. are MORE con- 
«© PETENT Fugges of the Goodneſs and Orthodoxy of 
Clergymen than the common People *; therefore the people 
ought not to judge for themſelves in theſe Matters, but to 
ſubmit meekly to the Determinaton of the Xing, Lord Chan- 
cellar, Biſhops c. A moſt excellent Doctrine to promote 
Popery in Spain, Mahometiſm in Turkey, Paganiſm in Japan. 
The brave Proteſtants in France then, I urged, have unwar- 
rantably and wickedly withdrawg from the Miniſters which 
the King and Biſhops, had ſet over them :© Yes, you reply, 
« undoubtedly they have, if their Kings and Biſhops ſet over 
©. them, as they do here, good o ox Miniſters. But 
could you think, Sir, ſuch an anſwer would be receiv'd 
without a Smile ? Pray, wo 1s to judge of the Goodneſs, 
Ability, and orthodoxy of the Miniſter ? Not the People 
themſelves according to your Scheme, but the Ang and 
Biſhops who are MoRE COMPETENT JUDGES. Well 
then the Rulers in France are more competent Judges of the 
Goodneſs, Ability and Orthodoxy of Miniſters than their 
Hugonet Subjects; to their ſuperior Judgments then they ought. 
to 6 What Excellent Chriſtiaaity and Proteſtaniſ 
this ! But are the Hugonets in France, I beſeech you, mere 
competent Judges of the Ability of the Clergy on whom they 
onght to attend, than the People of England? Or have the 
King and Biſhops here MORE Au THOREtTY from God to 
judge for their Subjects, than the King and Biſhops there ? 
*Tis ſtrange a Gentleman of Diſcernment can entangle him 
felfin ſo inconfiſtent a Scheme. 

Thu the Minority of a Pariſh are bound to ſubmit to 
cc the Choice of the Majority; fo 29 n to chuſe a 
« Pop Prieſt for their Paſtor, thoſe are o Eg d to receive 
© him as ſuch,” is an Abſurdity you would charge upon my 
Principles and Reaſoning , but is really nothing, Sir, but 
the Production of your own Imagination; there ag not 2 
Syllable in my Letter fwouring ſuch Submiſſion ; but it ex- 
preſly claims and maintains the Right of EVERY NAN ts 
fad and chuſe for himſelf. p 


II Let. p. 9. II Def. p. 63. 
- Def. p. 63. 4 


SECT. 


( 599) 
SECT. XI. 


The BUuz1xt OFFICE and ATnanasian CREED met 
apparentiy inconſiſtent and repugnant to each other. 


I T H what Truth, Sir, and Juſtice you drew your 
own Character as a ſorry Advocate for the Church 
—— F, the Public will judge; that you have ſhewn no Defect 
of Gonrage, every one muſt own, You proceed in what you 
call, your Soldiery Manner f, and like a bold and intrepid 
Champion undertake to defend what, I believe, few except 
your/eff but would deſert as a quite forlorn and untenable 
Poſt : And that is, your Church's thirteen times a Year moſt 
folemnly pronouncing concerning ALL Ariant and Sociniuns 
that they CANNOT be ſaved, that they & witnout 
Dou perrsh everlaſtingly ; and yet, with equal Solemnity, 
pronouncing concerning theſe SELF SAME Pe-/>ns, dying 
in their Hereſies, that GOD , in GREAT MERCY taker 
them to himſelf, and that you HOPE they REST 1x CHRIST. 
This is ſuch a Centradiction as, I confeſs; I did not expect 
my Gentleman of Sobriety would attempt to reconcile. But 
let us hear how you perform. (When we declare that 
Arias and Socintans periſh evelaſtingly, our Senſe is, that 
te their Hereſies are damnable, and that they upon the Ac- 
« count of them are liable to Damnation; netwithſtanding 
© which, there may be room for Pardon in particular Caſes, 
© and that when one of theſe comes to die, it may be charita- 
« bly hop*d, that 578 is ſuch a Caſe, and we may lawfully 
4 declare, that we do not quite deſpair concerning lim : 
That is to ſay, you damn the Hereſie, but fave the Heretic: 
A Piece of ſpiritual Legerdemain,which, I own, I cannot com- 
prehend. But does not all the World ſee, Sir, that the Creed 
plainly and inconteſtibly refers to PERSONS, not to Th! os 
only; and abſolutely pronounces upon THEIR fra! Circun- 
Rances or State? WHOSOEV BR will be ſaved, 'tis neceſſary 
before all things that HE hold the Faith there defined ; which 
Faith, except EVEY ONE doth Eep whelte and undejiled, NE 
hall without Doubt perish everlaſiing!;. Does this fperk on- 
ly of the Hereſie, will you ſay, and not exprefily pronounce u- 
pon the CONDITION or STATE of the Pein who hold: 
It? And does it only fay of in, that he is /i2%/e to Danny. 
tion, and not that he ſhall with dent, or moſt certainly 4e 
damn ? | 


FU Def. p. 128. 1 Dedic. p. . © II Def. p. 151. 


12 Again 


1 
Again, does the Creed leave Room % hope in particular 
Caſes, when, at fivediſtin& Places, it determines abſolutely 
cgainſt Hape; and in ſuch ſtrong and expreſs Language, as 
molt evidently reaches, and was intended to reach, to eve 
particular Caſe? WHOSOE VER, ------ EVERY ONE,---- 
which except a MAN bel:eve,-- ---- HE hall, WITHOUT 
DOUBT, perish everleſtingly. If notwithlianding theſe de- 
ciſive and molt peremptory Declarations, the Cree (till leaves 
room to hope for the Salvation of the avow*d Deniers and O- 
prgners of this Faith; then the Uſe of Language is loſt, there 
is no meaning in Words, Truth and Falshood are the ſame, 
and a Man may honeltly ſubſcribe the Xoran of Mahomet, & 
reconcile is with a Profeſſion of the Goſpel of CHRIST. Be- 
ſides, what contemptible Chicanery and Triffling is it to talk 
« of Room for Pardon and Hope in PARTICULAR Coſes,” 
when you declare {olemnly this Hope UNIVERSALLY, and 
in EVERY Ca/e; and to ſay, - «© When ONE of theſe 
comes to die;“ when you do it over ALL when they come to 
die: And that you do not quite deſpair concerning the Man“ 
when you have the Aſſurance to thank GOD that he hath in 
GREAT MERCY taken him to himſelf,and to pray him, that 
when you die, YOURSELF may reſt in CHRIST, as you hope 
this ARIAN or SOCFNIAN doth. Is this the Language of 
NOT-QUITE-DESPAIR------ ? Such Triffling does but 
hurt a Cauſe : You had much better have done here, as with 
the Burial Office and the Ahſolution, have paſs*d it in Silence 
over, and not attempted to deſend what every one ſees to be 
incapable of Defence. 
But, the unfeigned ASSENT and CONSENT which you 
have ſolemnly given, and which every Clergyman is oblig d 
moſt ſolemaly to give, ſlicks, no doubt, greatly; and makes 
you (train every Nerve to endeavour to let it paſs. Such Po- 
tions, indeed, mult be 57er; GOD grant they be not . 
lignant | There is farting in every wiſe Man that muſt 
itrongly keck againſt them. To Numbers in your own 
Church it cannot but be dyficult, in GOD*s Preſence and 
before his Church, before Angels and Men, to give their 1. 
feigned ASSENT and CONSENT to ALL and EVERY thing 
contained in the Hann Creed, with all its F.xplications, 
Limitations, and Damnatory Clauſes. A Creed, whole 
Limitations they condemn ; whoſe Explications they derid? ; 
and whoſe Damntory Clauſes they ceteſt and abhor---- Jet 
in GODfs Preſence and before his Church; I repeat it with 
Aſtoniſhment! to declare ones unfſeigned ASSENT & CON» 
SENT to them ALL, is a Potion, ſurely, which though 


ſweetned with the nobleſt Church-Preferments a Man wit 
| 


1 

jaſtly dread to ſwallow ! You wonder, Sir, perhaps, to fee 
Deiſin, Infidelity, Popery, a Corruption of Manners and Crue 
tempt of holy things prevail throughout the Land? 1 acknow- 
ledge, I do not: For when thoſe who are to be ihe great 
Examples and Teachers of RIGHTEOUSNESS, too generully 
enter upon their ſacred Office with a dangerous Violation of 
it; ſubſcribing Articles they do not believe; prexching con- 
trary to their Subſcriptions; declaring ſolemnly their unſcign- 
ed Aſſent to what they do not approve, but, it may be, hear- 
tily deteſt ; and proſtituting the holy Kites and Othces of 
their Religion to political and ſordid Ends ------ Why ſhould 
it be thought ſtrange if Popery and Infidelity greatly gain 
Ground ? and what wonder if they at length fatally prevail? 


8 E — 4 XII. 
The Scotiſh Presbyterian ESTABLISHMENT vindicated. 


F Scu1lsM be fo dangerous and damnaile a thing as you 
affect to repreſent ; theRiver Tweed,methinks,ſhould not 
bound it, nor your ſolemn Warnings againſt it; but from 
the Profuſion of your Charity to the Exgl:/b Diſſenters, a 
little ſhould extend alſo to your epi/copal Brethren the Di- 
/enters from the Scotiſh Church. But theſe, ſuch is your 
Partiality,you endeavour to juſtify inſtead of cenſuring; yea, 
to juſtify upon ſuch Principles as certainly expoſe yourſelf to 
heavy cenſure and Rebuke. You alledge, % That they 
« did not ſeparate fron the Pres5yterians, but the Prestyſeri- 
« ans from them, that by Tumults, falſe Muſters, and 


es other Miſrepreſentations of Perſons and Things the Pres- 


* bztertens got themſelves eſtabliſhed, —— but that having 
te renounced EPISCOPACY, and their Ordination being irre- 
« gular, their CoOMMUN10N can be neither /afe nor /aw- 
« full.” Behold! in theſe laſt Words that ſchimatical di- 
viding Spirit from which you endeavour to vindicate your 
Church. A ſevere and unchriitian Sentence! by which veu 
unchurch at once, and cut off from Chriitian Fe!l/9w/jh:p all the 
foreign reformed Churches, a glorious and great company, and 
pronounce them not to belong to the vifible Church of 
CHRIST. «They all have rencunced Fp1<COPACY,M vour 
Senſe of the Word, their ORDIX ATIO VSS therefore vou 
declare irregular, being only Preſbyterian, aud their Con- 
MUNION #9 be neither SAFE nor LAWFULL, i, e. it is 
a dengereus and wicied thing to hold Communion with them. 


＋ II Def. p. 16, 145. 
Your 


68 ) 
Your own ſober Thoughts, Sir, and the ep1/cope! Authority 
under which you are placed will, I doubt not, correct you for 
fo immodeſt a Cenſure. To aſſiſt the former in this good 
Office, I would offer t7v9 things to your ſerious Rivie p. 

1. That the very Canons of the Chureh of England, to 
which you have Sworn Obedience, acknowledge the Church 
of Scotland to be a true Siſter Church; commanding all iti 
Clergy to pray for the Churches of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND 
and IRELAND ws Parts of CHRIST's holy Carnot 
CHURCH, which rs diſpers'd throughout the World. Canon 
LV. Mite, the Church of Scotland, when theſe Canons were 
made, was Prerbyterian as it is now. And, 

2, Conſider, that the Presbyterian Church in North 
Britain is eſtabliſhed by the very ſame Authority, and reſts 
upon the /ame Law as the e Church in South Britain. 

The very ſame Legi/lative Powers which eſtabliſhed aud 
form'd the one, have eſtabliſhed the other likewiſe ; if it be 
Schiſm, then, Rebellion and Contumacy againſt GOVER- 
NORS to ſeparate from the latter; it is moſt certainly the 
very ſame to ſeparate from the former alſo. As for Tumult: 
end falſe Muſters by which it got itſelf eftablish*d.” You 
ſhould have known, that the Senſe of the Scotia Nation was, 
perhaps, ten times more general for Presbyteriani/m, in the 
Reigns of K. William and J, Ann, when that Form was eſta- 
bliſhed there, then the Senſe of the Engliſh Nation was for 
Proteſtantiſm, in the Reigns of K. Edward and Q. Elizabeth, 
when the ep:/c-pal Church of Exglaud was form'd and eſta- 
bliſhed here. But if the Settlement of PROTESTANTISM 
in England, by the Crown and Parli::ment of theſe Realms, 
was valid and right, even though the Biſhops and Clergy 
were, almoſt unanimou/y againſt it: PRESBY TERIANISM 
in Scotland ſurely, enacted and eſtabliſhed by the ſame Crown 
and Parliament, muſt be equally ↄalid; eſpecially as the 
Voice of theirC/ergy as well as Laity ran, not only violent - 
iy, but generally that way. 

A grand CONVENTION of the States in Scotland at the 
Revaluticn, in a Claim of Rights which they preſented as con; 
taining the” ſundamentable and unalterab e Laws of thatKing- 
dom, declare, « That the Reformation in SCOTLAND 
having been begun by a PARITY among the Clergy, allPRE- 
** LACY in that Church was a great and unſupsriable Erie- 
« ance to that Kingdom. ” King William, however, Biſhop 
Burnet], informs us, aſſured the epiſcopal Party there, that 


+ Hilt, of his Times, Vol. IV. p. 42, 43. duodecimo. 


he 


not founded u 


tachment to a tyrannical an 


« he would do all that he * 5 them(eſtabliſhed) 
« granting a full Toleration to the Preihyterians, provided 
« they concurr d in the new Settlement of the Kingdom (i. e. 
« in renQuncing King Janes, and owning himſelf as their 
& Sovereign. ) But the Biſhops and their Followers reſolved 
« to adhere firmly to the Intereſts of King Janes; and fo 
« declaring in a Body, with much Zeal, in Oppotition to 
« the new Settlement, it was not poſſible for the King to 
« preſerve that (epiſcopal) Government there ; all thoſe who 
« exprefled their Zeal for him, being equally zealous agaiuſt 
« that Order.” 

This Eſtabliſhment of Presbytery was again in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner enadFed and confirm d by the Queen ( Ann) and 
Parliament of Exgland, when the UNION was made. You 
— 1 this Affair, Sir, in more coarſe and diſre- 
pectful Language than is either decent or true when you 
talk of Inſurrect ions, falſe Muſiers, Mirepreſentations, c. 
It was done upon the moſt mature and grave Deliberations 
both of King Villiam and Queen Ann, and of the Lords and 
Commons of both Kingdoms in Parliament affembled; it has 
received the moſt ſacred Sangion a human Law can receive; 
and is made as e//ential and fundamental a Part of our pre- 
ſent Conſlitut ion, as the Church of England itſelf. Take heed 
therefore that you are not preparing aRod for your own Cor - 
rection; and leit by teaching Men to argue away the Lega- 
lity and Reverence of the re5byterian Eſtabliſhment in North 
Britain, you give a ſecond mortal Steb + to the Church e- 
ſtabliſned here. You may pleaſe to obſerve alſo, that when 
you call the e #/Topal D:ſ/enters there the Church of Scotland, 
ts with juſt the ſame Propriety, Decency and good Senſe, as 
1 r eee ſhould call themſelves the Church of Eng- 

re. 3 RE 

Hence alfo it appears, that what you offer in Mitigation of 
the Jacobitiſin and Rebellion of the Epiſcopalians in Scotland 
(p- 16, 17) has one material Flaw in it, which is, that it is 


pon TRUTH. For you repreſent the Loſs of 


_ their Eſtabliſhent as being the Cau/e of their Diſafſection, 


whereas the very REVERSE is exactly the Caſe ; and they 
therefore loſt their Eſtabliſhment, becauſe they were diſaffec- 
ted, rejected the Revolution, and adhered ſtaunchly to King 
James. King William would have preſerv*d them, if they 

would have acknowledged his Government; they obſtinately 
refus*d, and fell therefore a alt Sacrifice to their ſtupid At- 


p2þiſh Prince. 


+ A deadly one before you gave, See p. 4. AS 
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As to the preſent Loyalty of the two Parties in that King. 
dom, the Presbyterians and Epiſcopalians, which you have 
drawh into Comparifon ; you have done one of them great 
Wrong in repreſenting them both as perhaps, alike deeply en- 
gazed F in the late impious Rebellion there. If from the 
Diſpoſition of the Clergy, that of the Laity may be reaſonab- 
ly preſum*d, there are two important Facts, to omit many o- 
ther, which will diſpoſe every impartial Perſon, I believe, to 
view that Affair in a very different Light. One is, the Rov- 
4L Commander,the Duke ofCumberland*sLetter to theGeneral 
Alſembly at Edinburgh, in which he expreſſes a, ſtrong Senſe 
© of the very ſteady and laudable Conduct of the Clergy of 
chat Church, through the whole Courſe of that wicked and 
_ < unnatural Rebellion; and ſays, I owe it to them in Juſtice 
*© to teltify that upon allOccaſions I have received from them 
PHProfeſſions of the molt inviolable Attachment to his Maje- 
e ſty's Perſon and Government, and have always found them 
ready and forward to act in their ſeveral Stations in all 
** ſuch Affairs as they could be uſeful in, tho” often to their 
<* own great Hazard . "Upon an impartial Account, 
the Ballance, I believe, by every diſintereſted Perſon, vill 
he found to ſtand thus. Of the Presbyterran eſtabliſhed 
cler not one in fifty in the whole Body, but wifh*d hear- 
tily Succefs to the Arms of his Majeſty Xing Geonce ; of 
the Epiſcapal diſſenting Clergy, not one in fifty of the whole 
Body but wiſh'd al, Succeſs to the Arms of Frenchmen, 
Htelians, and the miſcreant Crew who came to invade and o- 
verthrow our C:g/tituticn in Favour of an abjured and po- 

piſh Pretender. FED ws __ 
The other Fact is, the Neceſſity which the Legiſlature have 
fonnd themſelves under, by new Acts of Parliument, in two 
different Seſſions, more narrowly to watch, and to hy under 
ireſh Reſtraints, the epi/copal Churches in Scotland. Theſe 
are well known to be fruitful and fatal Sources of Facobitiſa 
and D:/affeftion ; dangerous S2miraries where Men are 
formẽd and nourifth'd up in Allectance to a if Prince, and 
in avow'd Averſion and Diſloyalty to their rightfulsovereign 
Ring GEORGE. Though it be too true then thatthere 
were ſome of the Laity of the eſtabliſh*d Church, by ſome Oc- 
gaſional eſentment or unhappy Occurrence, hurried into that 
black Aftir; they herein departed from their fettled and 
proſeſſed principles; whereas the Epiſcopaliant ated quite 
is Character, agreeable to the fixed Sentiments and Aﬀect- 
ons of their Party, when they prayed and fonght beartily for 
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he Deſtrüction of bur happy Government, aud for the Ada 
vancement of a 1 Pretender to tte Throne. To fay 
« then, that the Scotiſh Prerbyteri.::s, were, perhaps, as 
« deeply engaged in the late odious F ebellion as che ep!/copal 
c Diſſenters there, is to ſcatter Ceaſures at random, to 
confront the plaineſt Evidence, and to repreſent them (as you 
have done abundantly by your Ditſenting' Bretliren here) in 
a very partial and injurious Light. 


8 E C T. XIII. 
of the Church's AurRORITV in Controverſies of Faith: 


HIS is 4 Claim; which, to the Grief of its real Friends; 
| and to the Triumph of its Foes, your CH uc hath ſet 
up, and obliges all its Clergy ſolemnly to fub{cribe +. For 
it is really no other than an Invaſion of the Divrxz Pre- 
rogative ; and, in the Language of the Holy On,, 6 
Sitting in the Temple of GoD, ſhewing itſelf that it is Gopy 
It is a claim cf Mono as due to a evmpany of poor froit 
and fallible Men, which belongs on to the omni/cient and 
infallible Gov, and to Ci x15T the /ole Lawgiver and King 
in the Church. It is the very Nest of Anticbriſtiauiſm; the 
Prop upon which the whole Syſtem cf Popery reſts; it came 
from the Church of Rome, and t5:t ber it directly leads; nor 
can the Reformation be ever juſtthed, or the Church of Ex- 
gland ſapported, upon the Foot of this Claim | 
For if THE CHURCH hath Authority in Controverſies ef 
Faith, the Church of Rome, ſurely, had it BEFORE the 
Church of England; yea, had it at the very time when the 
Reformation was made, Cranmes then and R:dley, Luther 
and Colvin were guilty of great Petulancy and eceteftaſtical 
Rebellion, in refuſing to ſubmit to e CxuURcH's ſolemn 
Determinations concerning Inoge Wor /b1p, Trenſubſlantiation 
&c. and in proudly ſetting up their own private Opinion 
againſt the authoritative Deciſion; of their eccleſiaſtical Su - 
PERIORS, fo whom they owed Submiſſio* nd won they ought 
to have obeyed. _——— This Claim of your Church, Sir, I ſay 
It again, is an znar/werad/e Argument in favour of Popery ; 
Which hath drawn thouſands, no doubt. and is continually 
perverting Multitudes from yours to the Church of Rome. 
Nor can all the Learning or Wit of the whole Clergy-of the 
Land withſtand the force ↄf a ſingle 7eſuit, let him be arm'd 


a _ 
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As to the preſent Loyalty of the two Parties in that King. 
dom, the Presbyterians and Epiſcopalians, which you have 
drawn into Comparifon ; you have done one of them 
Wrong in repreſenting them both as perhaps, alike deeply en- 
gazed Þ in the late impious Rebellion there. If from the 
Diſpolition of the Clergy, that of the Laity may be reaſonab- 
ly preſum*d, there are two important Facts, to omit many o- 
ther, which will diſpoſe every impartial Perſon, I believe, to 
view that Affair in a very different Light. One is, the Ro r- 
4 Cimmander, the Duke ofCumberland*sLetter to the General 
Aſſembly at Edinburgh, in which he expreſſes a ſtrong Senſe 
* of the very ſteady and laudable Conduct of the Clergy of 
* that Church, through the whole Courſe of that wicked and 
<© unnatural Rebellion; and ſays, I owe it to them in Juſtice 
*© to teltify that upon allocations I have received from them 
Proſeſſions of the molt inviolable Attachment to his Maje- 
* ity©s Perſon and Government, and have always found them 
ready and forward to act in their ſeveral Stations in all 
ſuch Afairs as they could be uſeful in, tho? often to their 


oven great Hazard Upon an impartial Account, 
the Ballance, I believe, by every diſintereſted Perſon, will 
he found to ſtand thus. Of the Presbyterran eſtabliſhed 


C/-77y not one in fifty in the whole Body, but wifh*d hear- 
zily Succefs to the Arms of his Majeſty Xing GEORGE ; of 
the Ehiſcapal diſſenting Clergy, not one in fifty of the whole 
Body but wiſh*d heartily Succeſs to the Arms of Frenchmen, 
[tzlians, and the miſcreant Crew who came to invade and o- 
verthrow our C:p/litutizn in Favour of an abjured and po- 
piſh Pretender. | - 

Ihe other Fact is, the Neceſſity which the Legiſlature have 
found themſelves under, by new Acts of Parliament, in two 
different Seſſions, more narrowly to watch, and to lay under 
Ireth Reſtraints, the epiſcopal Churches in Scotland. Thele 
are well known to be fruitful and fatal Sources of Facohitiſn 
and D:/affefien ; dangerous Seniraties where Men are 
formꝰꝗ and nonrithd up in Allectance to a f Prince, and 
in avow*d Averſion and Diſloyalty to their rightful Sovereign 
Aino GEORGE, Though it be too true then thatthere 
were ſome of the Laity of the eſtabliſh*d Church, by ſome Oc- 
gaſional cſentment or unhappy Occurrence,hurried into that 
black Af tir; they herein departed from their ſettled and 
profeſſed principles; whereas the Epiſcopalians acted quite 
i Character, agreeable to the fixed Sentiments and Aﬀect- 
ons of thcir Party, when they prayed and fonght heartily for 
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the DBeſtrüction of dur happy Ld alias aud for the Ad- 
vancement of a Popiſh Pretender to tte Throne. To fay 
« then, that the Scatiſh Preibyteri..s, were, jerlaps, 48 
« deeply engaged in the late odious + eb-ihon as the cp//copal 
a Diſjenters there,” is to ſcatter Ceatures at randori, to 
confront the plaineſt Evidence, and to repieient them (2s you 
have done abundantly by your Liſſenting Brethren here) in 
a very partial and injurious Light. 


SE CT. Xii. 
of the Church's AUTHORITY in Controverſies of Faith: 


T= is 4 Claim; which, to the Grief of its real Friends; 
and to the Triumph of its Focs, car CHURCH bath tet 
up, and obliges all its Clergy ſolemnly to fut'cribe +. For 
it is really no other than an Invaſion of the DIVE Pres 
rogative ; and, in the Language of the Hor CAS, 8 
Sitting in the Temple Go, ſhewing it/elf that , is Gop 
t. It is a claim cf Ton as due to a er mpany of poor froit 
and fallible Men, which belongs on to the omni/crent and 
infallible Gov, and to CR ISH the /e Lawgiver and King 
in the Church. It is the very Nest of Antichritteniſm; tue 
Prop upon which the whole Syſtem cf Popery reſts; it came 
from the Church of Rome, and tit ber it directly Jeads; nor 
can the Refarmation be ever juſtified, or the Church of En- 
gland ſupported, upon the Foot of this Claim; ; 
For it THE CHURCH hath Authority in Controverſies of 
Faith, the Church ef Rome, ſurely, had it BEFORE the 
Church of England; yea, had it at the very time when tlie 
Reformation was made. Cranmer then and Arge, Luther 
and Calvin were gnilty cf great Petulancy and eccleſtaſtical 
Rebellion, in refuſing to ſubmit to e CxURcH's ſolemn 
Determinations concerning Inge Mori, Trenſubſiintiation. 
c. and in proudly ſetting up their own yr date Opinion 
againſt the authoritative Deci/ions of their eccleſiaſ ical Su - 
PERIORS, fo whom they owed Submi 70 nd w/o they ought 
to have oveyed. This Claim of your Church, Sir, I ſay 
it again, is an zrar/werad/e Argument in favour of Pofery ; 
| which hath drawn thouſands, no doubt. and is continually 
perverting Multitudes from yrs to the Church of Rome. 
Nor can all the Learning or Wit of the whole Clergy of the 
Land withſtand che force ↄf a ſingle 7eſuit, let him be arm'd 
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with end wield ſkilfully this dangerous Weapon, the XXth 
- Arti:le of your Church. 

It was the fatal Influence of this Article, I obſery'd, that 
ſeduced King Janes II. and the great Chill;ngworth into the 
Romiſh Te nets. "Theſe Inſtances you contelt with me. But 
as to the firſt, are guilty of an unhappy Overſight, in con- 
founding tue things, in the Quotation from Burnet's Hiſtory, 
and conſidering them as ne, when nr are moſt apparently 
diſtin. That Authority of the Church, and the Tradition 
from the Apoſtles in ſupport of Epiſcopacy, are in the Biſhop's 
Account of King Jane's Perverſion moit manifeitly te ſe- 
veral and different: things; whereas, you would ſtrangely 
have it thought, „ that by the Huthority of the Church, is 
* meant only, the Authority of its Tradition or Teſtimony 
« concerning Epiſtopacy f.“ But do you not know, and did 
not the King know, that the Authority of the Church is one 
thing, and its Tradition in Support of Epiſcopacy is another? 
Does not the Church beſides this Tradition claim -to itfelf 
moreover an Authority ia Controverſies of Faith? And did 
not the King wilcly and rightly judge, that there was more 
«© reaſon to ſubmit to theCATROLICK Church ? than to ON 
« paRTICULAR Church That if the Church of Eng- 
land had this Authority, the Church of Rome hid it long be- 
fore her, and upon better Grounds than ſhe ; ---- that if the 
Church of £ng/und by its Authority might ſolemnly determine 
that Cur1isT went down into Hell; and that Arians and So- 
cinians are undoubtedly damm d when they die, and perich e- 
werlaſtingly; but yet, that there is Hope when they die, that 

they reſt in Cu R IST, and are taken 14 GOD in Mercy: the 
Chutch of Reme, by the ſame Authority, might ſolemnly de- 
termine that /mages are to be worſhipped, and that a Piece 
of Bread is ttanſubſtantigged into the Body and Blood of 
Cnukr1$T z. there being nothing in the one at all more inere - 
dible or abſurd than in the 9ther ———? Ion I ſee not 
bat, upon this Principle, theKing acted right ; and that every 
one that believes this XXth'Article e your Church cught to 
follow his Example, immediately ſorſake it, and go over to 
theChurch of Rome. 

Thus did the renowned Chillingworth ; he thought there 
was a Neceſſity of an infallible living Tudge of Controverſy ; 
or, that there always was and muſt be ſome Church np Earth 
that could not err, which in other Words is, that had Aut ha- 
rity in Cintroverſies of Faith ; finding therefore the Church of 
None chiming it with a better Grace, and upon fairer and 
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ſtronger Grounds, than that of England could pretend, he 
too haſtily went over to it; though he afterward well atton'g, 
by his incomparable Writings, for that phono urge Step. 
% But he was too great a Maſter of Reaſon, you lay, to take 
« Authority for the ſame thing with Infallibility, under a 
« different Expreſſion ; and that therefore our Church, in 
te cla ming the former, did, in effect, claim the latter T.“ 
However he took them, Sir, nothing is more plain than that 
they are undoubtedly the ſame. For that to whomloever 
OD gives AUTHORITY in Cantroverſics of Faith, he gives 
alſo IN TALLIBI II r Y,inconteſtibly appears hence, biz. that 
elſe a Man might really have Authority from the Gop of 
TRUTH to lead en intoERROR ; he might have a Power, 
a Right from Heaven to ſeduce and to deceive. The Abſur- 
dity 1 glares at firſt View, and needs no further to be 
expoſed | 

To talk therefore © of the Church's limited Authority to 
decide Controverſies according to the Rule uf Scripture and 
« univerſal Tradition ; and that theſe Deciſions (ſo long as 
& they evidently contradi& not that Rule) oblidge her Mem- 
* bers to Obedience „is quite triffling and beneath the 
Chara ſter of a rational Divine: For w o, I pray, is to judge 
whether the Church's Deciſions ere, or are not, according to 
the Rule of Scripture and univerſal Tradition. The 
Church herſelf, or, her Members? If the Church Her- 
ſelh & not her Members; then theAuthority is ab/Zlute, 2 Po- 
Pb Tyrany is errected, and a blind unlimted Obedience takes 
place. But if ihe Members are THEMSELVES ts Judge, 
and no further to yield Obedience than they THEMSELVES 
ſee the Deciſions to be according to the Rule of Scripture, 
then all Authority is overthrown : the Determinations of the 
graveſt Syneds are to be Weighed in the Balance of every 
Man's private Jadgment, and according as they «f/eor te 
HIM to agree with Scripture or not, are abſolutely to ſand. 
or fall. Betwixt .{utherity and Vo- fut heriiy in Matters of 
Faith, there is no pojſible Medium; as for !imited and un, 
limited they are only cant Expreſſions to which you a#;x na 
determinate Ideas: nor can pretend to tell the Mord. 
whet limits the Authority has, where it is circumſerib- 
pf —in w it is lodg'd, and hc for its Bounds 
&0 | 

Accordingly, you find that noble Champicn of the Proteſ- 
tant Cauſe, when eſcaped from the pernicious Snares in which - 
| his Notions of Charch-Jutherity had at ſirſt unhappily en- 
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tangled him, expreſſing himſelf thus.“ For my Part, pc 
cc after long and impartial Search, I profeſs plainly that I of 
£ cannot find any Reſt for the Sole of my Foot, but upon * 
ec this Rock only, namely, that the Bible, the Bible, I ſay as 
c NL, is the Religion of Proteſtants. I ſee plainly and 
« with my own Eyes, that there are Popes againſt Popet, 
Councils againtt Councils, ſome Fathers againſt others, 
< the tame Fathers againit themſelves, a conſent of Fathers of 
«one Age, againſt a Conſent of Fathers of another Age, 
the Church of one Age agaiaſt the Church of another Age, 
46 in à Word, there is no ſufficient certainty but of 
„ Scripture only for any conſidering Man to build upon: 


6 therefore, 3nd 1h:s only, I have Reaſon to believe, 0 
Jill take no Man's liberty of Judgment from him; neither 


4 ſhall any Man take mine from me. ĩ I am ſure 
e that GoDp does not, and. therefore that Men ought not to 
« requre any more of any Man than this, To believe the 
* Scripiv'e to be Cop's Word, ts endeavour to find the trig 
4% gene %, and to live according te jt .“ Theſe are the 

true Principles of Prote/luniſm and of Chriſtianity to which 
your CHURCH mult ne--furily come back, if ever ſhe would 
maintain her Ground -c.gainſt the dangerous Aſſaults which 
Prpery is making on her; for as long as ſhe ſtands hamper'd 
with that perplexiag and unhappy Article (the XXth) ſhe 
mau't remain the Dupe and the Jjelit of inſulting Jeſuits and 
Unhel.crers, and be content to ſee her Members led in Tri- 
umph away from her by Hundreds in their Snares. 25 


Se r. M. 


Of the POSTURE in which our Lord and his Apoſiles eat the 
d SARA EN TAT SU PP E. FA 
\ 

Als is the only Point I ſhall at Preſent further conſi - 

der. Concerning which Iobſerve, 1. That it is moſt cer- 
ain that they eat it in their TABLE-GESTURE, Whatever 
that was; it was the Geſture, in which they were wont to 
take their Fd at Meals, This is all we need to know, to 
guiltiry our Practice: Our Lord and his Apoltles took the 
Sacrament in an eating, and not in an adoring Poſture, Let 
no Man then think himſelf wier; or pretend that he can take 
it in a more humble, devout, and fitter Poſture than THE T- 


* 


And, | | 
2. Though it was, perhaps, ſomewhat different from the 
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poſture we at preſent uſe (as there ;M ſeveral different Ways 
of fitting in differing Countries and Times) yet there was no 
Word in the Engli/sLanguage ſo proper by which to render, 
as ſitting, which our Tranſlators, and 1, after them, pre- 
fum'd to uſe ; for which I have fallen under your Rebuke. 
- 'You tell me, Papt 14S, © That the Poſture was lying town . 
« or along ; ” and yet juſt after, © that it was with the upper 
« Part of the Body erred ; and adviſe me to try how conve- 
« niently a Man may eat and drink in that Poſture.“ But to 
iy my Body down or along, and yet keep its upper Parts errect 
is a Polition fo extraordinary, that without the Help of ſome . 
'Poſture-Maſter, or your further good Inſtructions, I deſpair 
of ever compaſſing ſo arduous a Point. 
: That it was the Cuſtom of the Antients, both Romans and 
Greeks, to lit at their Meals, cannot be denied; Homer,0dyff. 
| 


—— and Virgil, who wrote near the Time of our Saviour, 
ſays, --- —Soliti Patres conſidere Menſis f. Æneid VII. 


The Cuſtom of lying or leaning at Table was brought in a- 
mongſt the Romans not till the Primitive Severity of their 
Manners was corrupted by the Effeminacy and Luxury of the 
Esft ; and even then, the Poſture of ſitting was retained in 
their /acred Feaſts in the Capitol g. | 
And as for the Uſage of the Zews, Dr. Lightfoot, Sir, is 
an Authority which if, without being ſtrongly armed, you 
| preſume to attack, the Blow will ſurely rebound, and hurt 
your own ſelf. But the learned Doctor aiſures us,--------- 
That at other Meals they either fat, as we do, with their 
Bodies errect, or when they would enlarge themſcl-es to 
more Freedom of Feaſting or Retreſhment, they fat upon 
the Beds and leaned upon the Table on their left Elbow. 
But on the Paſſover Night, they uſed this leaning compo- 
< ſure, being the Poſture of Free Men, in Memorial of their 
Freedom And thus are we to underſtand thoſe Terts 
« which mention 79's lying on 7e/us's Bregſt, and lear.ing 
don his Boſom (Jon XIII, 25: XXI. 20.) not, as forme 
have pictured him, repoſing himſelf or lolling on the Breaſt 
of Jeſus contrary to all Order and Decency; whereas the 
* Manner of fitting together was only thus; J t lean- 
ing on the Table with his left Elbow, and ſo turning his 
„Ecce and Breaſt away from the Table on one Side, Joh 
at in the ſame Poſture next before him, with his Back to- 


Porro conſidere, non in Lecto recumbere ad Menſas hero- 
iejs Temporibus morem fuiſſe dixirmus; Not. Delp. in Loc. 
I. L. 70. | 
„„ I Yaler. Max. L. 2, 3. 

$i | | ward 
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& wards Jeſus ; his Breaſt not ſo 1 as that Johne Bad 
« and 7e/us*'s Breaſt did touch one another, but at ſuch 3 
« Diſt:nce as that there was a Space for 7e/us to uſe hu 
* Right-Hand upon the Table, to reach his Meat at Pleaſure; 
« and lo for all the reſt, as they fat in like manner: For it ig 
* a {trange Fancy that they lay upon the Bed before the Tx 
ble, one tumbling (or lolling) upon the Breaſt of ang. 
& thery.”” | 

I have now followed you, Sir, much further than I inten- 
ded to have done. I hope it will not be expected that I re 
mark upon all the weak and indefenſible things your Deſes- 
fes contain; there are, I believe, five times as many as thoſe 
I have here noted; upon which it would tire the Reader“ 
Patience, as well as greatly try my own, particularly to touch, 
As for the Diſcipline of the Church of England, its belt Friend: 
I am perſuaded wiſh, and common Prudence would have ad- 
viſed, that you had been quite ſilent on that Head. Who- 
ever thinks ſeriouſly, (ſiys one of the greatelt of your pre- 
t ſent Biſhops) of the Manner, Cauſes or Objects of our 
<< Excommunications, generally ſpeaking, ſhould methinks in 
< Pity forbear to mention the Word. f, Your Eas/e/raſticd 
Courts, to whom that Diſcipline is committed, are jultly not 
only reckonfd, bur call'd among yourſelves, the very Dregg: 
| of your Conſtitution. And upon your own honeſt Confeſhen 
of the ſcandalous and ruined State in which Church Diſcipline 
lies amongſt you (quoted p. 30, 31. of my ſecond Letter) 
I am well content to let the Matter reſt. 

As for the perſecuting and dividing Spirit the Church of 
England has ſhewn, I think it the eaſieſt of all Points (and ſo, 
believe, does every one who knows its real Hiſtory) to ſup- 
port with abundant Evidence the Charges on its Hgad. But 
as both Churchmen and Diſſenters, tis hoped, are now grov- 
ing into a better Spirit; and their common Intereſt as Hi. 
tons, as Proteſtants, and as Chriſtiens, calls louder for a ſtriet - 
er Union; 1 wave, at preſent any further Proſecution of 3 
Point which might rather tend to widen than heal the unhappy 
Breach. Upon your own Principles as to Per/ecution alſo 1 
rear to remark, though molt eaſy to be proved both un; 
; 47 and unchrilijan, the Merits of the Cauſe becwixt us 

eing little concern? d therein. | | 


If i Review of the Controverſy, which your Letters 
have called up, ſhall be a Means of holding forth to both ths 


+Lightfoot's Temp. Serv. Ch. xiii. Vid. alſo Rainold. | 
Ceaſura de in Apoc. Prælect. 79, Altare Damaſcen. Cap. x. 
P* 152. } Anſwer to the Repreſent. p. 38, 309. 
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tontending Parties the ſeveral Delis of their Eccleſſaſtical 
Conſtitution, and of rendering them more candid and bene- 
volent to each other; and ſhall at all prepare the Way for a 
Go itionbetwixt them, I ſhall think it an auſpisious and very 
happy Event. 7 


The Readineſs which, you ſay, my Lords the Biſhops 


« have ſhewn and will ſhew, to come to a Temper with 
« their er Brethren,” will, 1 doubt not, be very 
gratefully and delightfully accepted by them, and returned 
by a correſpondent Readineſs to lay aſide all Prejudice (for 


prejudices, I am free to own the re doubtleſs, are amongſt us) 
and to comply with the juſt and reaſonable propoſals for the 
accompliſhing ſo important and valuable an End. 

I hear it with great Pleaſure, if what you ſpeak is upon 
good Authority, That if parting with the Ceremo- 
« nies, and taking away a few indifferent things will cloſe 
« the Breach, you are ſatisfied that it will not long remain 
open.“ And in Return declare, I verily believe that if 


ſuch Condecenſions as a ou Part of our Governors both in 


Church and State would, I preſume, think not unreaſenabie 
to make, were made to the Diſſenters, there would no unbe- 
coming Stiſfneſi or Averſion be ſhewn by the moſt conſider- 


, able Part of them. May Heaven diſpoſe the Mind of all 


who have Power to further and help on this deſireable Event! 
that with one Mind and with one Mouth we may elorify Gop, 
and unite our commonZeal againſta growing eommon Enemy; 
and may receive one another, but not to doubtſull Diſputations ! 
For if we ſtill continue to worry and weaken one another, 
there is reaſon to fear leſt we finally be deſtroy'd one of a- 
nother. Theſe things I recommend, Sir, to your Conſide · 
tation; and ſhall only farther ſay, that as I have not been 
able, and am perſuaded never ſhall be, to get you to fpeak 
out, and openly and plainly tell us, - wHo you mean 
by the CHUncn, to which Diſſenters owe Subjection; 
« which hath Power. to decree Rites, and Authority in Points 
of Faith; and by withdrawing from, and rejecting the 
« Authortty of wh:ch we are guilty of a dangerous and dam- 
*« nable Sin, Whether it is the Pope or his Cardin ls; 
or the King with his Parliament; or the - Archbiſhop with 
his Biſhops ; or the Biſhop of every Dioceſe with his Dean 
and Chapter attending.--------- Nor will you ſo much as pre- 
tend to ſhew us the Charter which has veſted them with this 
bigh Power, no? will fav, to what things, or how far 


- '+ Dedic, p. 12, + Dedic, p. 13, 14. 
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it extends, - though theſe are eſſential Poinis up 
which the Controverſy betwixt us intirely depends: Yeu 
muſt excuſe me for paying any farther regard to your Lu- 
cubrations on theſe things. I have neither Time nor Inclis 
nation to diſpute about a Scheme which you affect to wrap ig 
Obſcurity, and which you are afraid to lay open and ayoy 
before the World. I here therefore take my leave of the 
preſent Debate. But tho I chuſe not to bear you company 
in the diſagreeable Employment of greping in the Dark, you 
Hoe nevertheleſs believe me, Sir, to be with unfcignedRe 

et, 1 
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A DISSENTER! 
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